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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, ALÊTHEIA, 16 YEARS ~ 
 
Sanctity of Human Life – I) the single-most important issue in the world today. II) The 
scale of the problem is mind-boggling, and III) it goes directly to the very heart of God’s 
Truth.  
 
 
 
 
 
In order to condemn legalism, Jesus used the ____ Commandment and in order to 
condemn license, Jesus used Commandments ____ through ____.  
 
 
 
 
 
I JOHN 4:7-21 ~ 7NLTDear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes 
from God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. 8But anyone who does 
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not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God showed how much he loved us by 
sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through 
him. 10This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son 
as a sacrifice to take away our sins. 11Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we 
surely ought to love each other. 12No one has ever seen God. But if we love each 
other, God lives in us, and his love is brought to full expression in us. 13And God has 
given us his Spirit as proof that we live in him and he in us. 14Furthermore, we have 
seen with our own eyes and now testify that the Father sent his Son to be the Savior of 
the world. 15All who declare that Jesus is the Son of God have God living in them, and 
they live in God. 16We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his 
love. God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 17And as 
we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of 
judgment, but we can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus here in this 
world. 18Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it 
is for fear of punishment, and this shows that we have not fully experienced his perfect 
love. 19We love each other because he loved us first. 20If someone says, “I love God,” 
but hates a fellow believer, that person is a liar; for if we don’t love people we can see, 
how can we love God, whom we cannot see? 21And he has given us this command: 
Those who love God must also love their fellow believers. 
 
It’s easy to love that which we can control. Whether a pet, a car, a refugee in a faraway 
land or a god of my own manufacture. To love those near us – those whom we cannot 
control is God’s _______________, and it is the proof that we are His.  
 

James 3:17, I Peter 4:8, I John 4:20 
 
 
 
 
 
GENESIS 1:26&27 ~ 26NIVThen God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our 
likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the 
livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the 
ground.” 27So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them. 
 
III) The very heart of God’s Truth: A mass of ___________? An aberration? God tells a 
different story.  
 

Genesis 9:5&6 
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God created human beings in His image and likeness. “Likeness” is the Hebrew word, 

מּות  It means ____________. A great way to look at it is it’s like my .(də-müt) דְּ

____________.  
 

The word “Image” in Hebrew is ֶלם  ,It is a graven image, statue, painting .(tzĕ-lĕm) ֶצֶ֫

idol or icon. In fact, the Greek word is εἰκών (ā-kōn). This is precisely what was 

________________ by God – “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.”  
 

Why? God commanded us not to create any image of Him, because He already 
gave us an image of Him. 

 
 
 
 
 
Verse 27 is Hebrew poetry. Three lines where subject, verb, object and adverbial 
correspond. Amos 5:24.  
 

The true image of God is found most perfectly not in _______ alone, not in 
__________ alone, but in both together.  

 
 
 
 
 
Specifically, one man and one woman joined together in the sight of God as one flesh 
– that is the very __________ – the shadowy likeness of God. 
 
 
 
 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 
Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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Our dominion is related to marriage and the natural outcome of marriage, which is 
____________. 
 

Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19:5&6 
 
 
 
 
II) The scale is mind-boggling. Each year about 57 million people die worldwide. Nearly 
20 million deaths are avoidable. In America alone, there are about with about 11,000 
homicides and 45,000 suicides each year. 
 

Worldwide, we abort more babies every year than the total number of deaths 
reported. 58 million babies every year. In the U.S., During the heyday it was 1.5 
million each year. Last year we hit an all-time low of between 700,000 and 
950,000 abortions.  

 
 
 
 
 
I) The single-most important issue in the world today. Sanctity of all human life – 
because it isn’t just the ___________ – it’s the underlying foundation.  
 

What can we do? Pray. Vote. Advocate. Support. But please, it must be done in 
love. If we Christians don’t act out of the love that God has deposited within us, we 
become nothing more than a “Noisy gong or a clanging cymbal” (I Corinthians 
13:2).  
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check all that apply – detach and place in the offering or the prayer box 
 

_____ I want to talk with the pastor about ___________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want prayer for _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want to volunteer to _____________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want more information about ______________________________________________ 
 

_____ Other __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ______________________ Address _________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
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Alêtheia ~ Sanctity of Human Life ~ 012620 
 
Starting Next Week, winter schedule: 8:30 SS, 9:15 1st 
Service, 10:45 2nd Service. 
 
Wild Game Feed – FRIDAY – January 31 at 6:30 
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Last week was Sanctity of Human Life – I wanted to 
say something about it today, because it is I) the 
single-most important issue in the world today. II) The 
scale of the problem is mind-boggling, and III) it goes 
directly to the very heart of God’s Truth. I just made 
three statements and I’ll discuss them in reverse order, 
but first let me remind you… 
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Two weeks ago, in our Matthew study, we saw that 
Jesus condemned cheapening God’s Grace whether 
by legalism, or by license. 
 
On one hand is legalism; the notion of gaining or 
keeping God’s favor through human performance, and 
on the other hand, is license; the notion that since 
forgiveness is so available, human performance isn’t 
that important. Both diminish Christ’s sacrifice and 
cheapen the Grace that results. 
 
In order to condemn legalism, we saw that Jesus used 
the 5th Commandment and in order to condemn 
license, we saw that Jesus used Commandments 6 
through 9. Since the 10th Commandment is a 
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summarizing Commandment, and all of them from 5 
through 10 pertain to our relationship with one another, 
we can rightly say, as I did say two Sundays ago, that 
Jesus showed the wrong way to relate to God, by 
showing the wrong way to relate to each other. 
 
Because, Biblically, the way you treat others is the way 
you treat God. Put another way, it is impossible to treat 
God better than you treat your fellow man. Again, my 
friends, not my words – the Word of God. 
 

 
I John 4:7-21 ~ 7NLTDear friends, let us continue to 
love one another, for love comes from God.  
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Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. 
8But anyone who does not love does not know God, 
for God is love. 9God showed how much he loved us 
by sending his one and only Son into the world so that 
we might have eternal life through him. 10This is real 
love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.  
11Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we 
surely ought to love each other. 12No one has ever 
seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, 
and his love is brought to full expression in us. 13And 
God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live in him 
and he in us. 14Furthermore, we have seen with our 
own eyes and now testify that the Father sent his Son 
to be the Savior of the world. 15All who declare that 
Jesus is the Son of God have God living in them, and 
they live in God. 16We know how much God loves us, 
and we have put our trust in his love. God is love, and 
all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 
17And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. 
So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we 
can face him with confidence because we live like 
Jesus here in this world. 18Such love has no fear, 
because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it 
is for fear of punishment, and this shows that we have 
not fully experienced his perfect love. 19We love each 
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other because he loved us first. 20If someone says, “I 
love God,” but hates a fellow believer, that person is a 
liar; for if we don’t love people we can see, how can we 
love God, whom we cannot see? 21And he has given 
us this command: Those who love God must also love 
their fellow believers. 
 
As I just said, it is impossible to treat God better than 
you treat your fellow man. We Christians get so 
wrapped around the axle about our rules and our 
traditions. It is so insane that we fret, fuss, worry and 
fight over questionable and inconsequential doctrine, 
over the clothes we wear, the food we eat, the 
beverages we drink, the politics we support, the order 
of service, the schedule of events, the type and 
duration of the music, the Communion elements we 
use, the denomination we affiliate with – like the 
Pharisees before us we strain out gnats and swallow a 
whole camel. We get so many details right, but end up 
missing the big picture. We perform acceptable religion 
and ignore love. That is standing with our nose so deep 
in the sap of one tree, we completely miss the entire 
forest all around. Is that okay with God? 
 
If you cannot love the person sitting next to you and the 
person sitting across the room from you – you do not – 
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you cannot love God. Say you do and the God of the 
Bible is calling you a liar. If you cannot or will not love 
the people in this room, it that means that the Holy 
Spirit generated love of God is not in you. 
 
I’m not saying the other things are worthless – I’m 
saying that they’re worthless unless and until we get 
this first thing right. The primary characteristic of the 
Christian must be an unnatural – a supernatural – love 
for others. A love that is clearly seen, tangibly 
expressed, genuinely experienced, starting right here, 
right now. We must get it together! 
 

Anyone can love a dumb animal. Anyone can love an 
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inanimate object. Anyone can love people far away 
from them. Anyone can love a God that they make in 
their own image. We are commanded by Christ to love 
each other here. It takes no great character to love that 
which is lovable, or that which poses little threat to your 
program. What takes character – what takes the Holy 
Spirit God love – is loving those who are not always 
lovable and those who often challenge your program. 
 
What Kaley Cuoco, and millions like her, think is idiotic 
on multiple levels.  
 
For us today, the main thing, is it’s not the Agapê we’ve 
been talking about. Unconditional love is just a theory, 
unless it is tested. See what I mean? When it is easy to 
love – is that really love? Who knows? Can you see 
that no character is needed for that – certainly no 
supernatural Holy Spirit empowered love is needed… 
Right? 
 
It’s easy to love that which we can control. It doesn’t 
matter if we do or not, just that, in our mind, we believe 
we can control the thing. Whether a pet, a car, a 
refugee in a faraway land or a god of my own 
manufacture – I stay in control.  
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To love those near us – those whom we cannot control 
is God’s requirement of us, and it is the proof that we 
are His. We see it overtly in many places in the Bible – 
Jesus commanded us more than once to love each 
other. The Apostle Paul, personally responsible for half 
of the New Testament, spent more time and effort on 
the unity of the Christians than any other topic. James, 
the brother of Jesus, said that God’s Wisdom was 
pure, “Peace loving, gentle at all times and willing to 
yield to others” (James 3:17). The first Christian 
Overseer, the Apostle Peter said, “Most important of all, 
continue to show deep love for each other” (I Peter 
4:8). The Beloved Apostle John bluntly stated that 
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“Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or 
sister is a liar” (I John 4:20). 
 
There’s more, and beyond the overt, obvious, explicit 
commands and instructions in God’s Word, there are 
the many implied directives to us to treat others as we 
ourselves would like to be treated – with dignity and 
respect – with love and acceptance. That’s the very 
nature of the Kingdom of Heaven – the realm where 
God reigns unopposed and where there is no fear – 
there is only love and full acceptance of all, in that 
reality. 
 
In addition to all of that, there is the underlying Truth of 
it from the very beginning that I alluded to when I said 
the sanctity of human life III) goes to the very heart of 
God’s Truth. 
 
Let me show you what I mean. Let’s go to the very first 
chapter of the Bible… We could go anywhere in the 
Bible and find a thread of what I’m talking about, but 
let’s start at the actual “Beginning.” 
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Genesis 1:26&27 ~ 26NIVThen God said, “Let us make 
mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 
rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, 
over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all 
the creatures that move along the ground.” 27So God 
created mankind in his own image, in the image of God 
he created them; male and female he created them. 
 
I won’t do the passage justice today– we could talk 
about these two verses for months – I intend to show 
one simple concept from them. 
 
First, there are two popular, widely divergent views 
about humans today. One is that we are just a mass of 
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fundamental elements. We are, not only no different 
than any other mammal, we are no different than any 
other thing, including “Rocks, Rivers and the Changing 
Earth.” Everything in the entire universe, from the 
completely inanimate, to the most brilliant mind, is 
simple a collection of quarks and leptons, period. 
 
The implication is that we have no more rights than the 
pebble in our shoe. 
 
The other view is that humans are somehow an 
aberration. We don’t belong to this planet – we are like 
a virus feeding off of it and killing it in the process. 
Humans must be eliminated, or at least drastically 
reduced, or as an absolute minimum, cordoned off 
from nature. 
 
What’s interesting is most people who hold the first 
view simultaneously hold the second view as well. It is 
logically irrational. Nevertheless, humans have no 
greater rights than anything else and since we are 
anomalies, we really have less rights than anything 
else that actually belongs. 
 
From just the two verses I read, you can see that God 
tells a very different story. Verses 27&28, inform us that 
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God created humans, not only as the pinnacle of His 
creation, but that everything else, animate and 
inanimate, was actually created and ordered for 
humans to give humans a suitable home. 
 
Humans cannot possibly be an aberration on this 
planet – because the planet was created for us. 
Humans cannot possible be inferior to, or even equal 
to, that which God created to serve us. 
 
We exist at the top of the food chain, not because we 
evolved that way, but because God created us that 
way. Human life is therefore, by the most basic, 
foundational, undergirding, Biblical Truth… Precious, 
sacred, and in a special way, divine. 
 
No other creature, let alone inanimate thing, even 
approaches the scale of human value and worth to 
God. God Himself declared in many ways and in many 
places the sanctity with which He personally holds 
human life. 
 
In Genesis 9:5&6, God talking about talking a human 
life said, 5CJBI will certainly demand an accounting for 
the blood of your lives: I will demand it from every 
animal and from every human being. I will demand 
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from every human being an accounting for the life of 
his fellow human being. 6Whoever sheds human 
blood, by a human being will his own blood be shed; 
(… and the reason for that?) for God made human 
beings in his image. The very next thing God said was, 
“Be fruitful, multiply and swarm the earth.” 
 
The reason God commands us to treat each other well 
is because He said, “Let us make mankind in our 
image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over 
creation…” As Christians the whole thing should be a 
no-brainer. Human life is so sacred to God that He 
handed over, gave up, released to a hateful world, the 
life of Jesus, in order to what? What was the reason He 
did that? To secure a right relationship with human 
beings. 
 



19 
 

There’s no dog bible, no elk savior, no Holy Spirit filled 
giraffes running around. The entirety of the universe 
was created for mankind – the vastness and 
complexity of it speaks to us – to you and me – of the 
majesty, wisdom and power of God. That is a Message 
He wants us to understand. A Message He wrote to us 
in the stars. Deer and antelope do not look into the 
night sky and marvel at the handiwork of God. 
 
That speaks of a sanctity of human life. 
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As a quick aside, and I’ll just frame it as a 
question…Do you think God put us in charge of the 
planet and all that it contains, so that we could abuse it 
to satisfy our own personal excess? Or do you think 
that perhaps we were entrusted with something so 
incredibly valuable that we should steward it with 
humility, endeavoring to leave it better than we found 
it? 
 
The sanctity of human life demands that our need 
outweighs the needs of the rest of creation, but where 
does need end, and excess begin? What do we not 
understand about responsible stewardship? 
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Anyway, in our Genesis 1 passage, it tells us in verse 
26, that God created human beings in His image and 
likeness. “Likeness” is the Hebrew word, מּות -də) דְּ
müt). It means similar appearance. A great way to look 
at it is it’s like my shadow. My shadow is very much like 
me, but not really me it the fullest sense. Humans are 
not exactly like God, but are similar to God. 
 
The word “Image” in Hebrew is ֶלם  It is a .(tzĕ-lĕm) ֶצֶ֫
graven image, statue, painting, idol or icon. In fact, the 
Greek word is εἰκών (ā-kōn), from which we get our 
word icon. All people who sacrifice to, pay homage to, 
or pray in front of idols, icons, paintings, or statues of 
deities, or lesser intercessors, see the image as a 
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representation through which to focus. It isn’t the thing 
itself, but is like a spiritual portal to that thing. It’s like 
an icon on your phone – you tap it and the app opens. 
This is precisely what was forbidden by God – “Thou 
shalt not make unto thee any graven image.”  
 
Why? If you’re quick – you’ve already deduced that 
God commanded us not to create any image of Him, 
because He already gave us an image of Him. 
 
You want to see God, look no further than the person 
sitting next to you. You want to see God look at the 
pinnacle of His creation – see God in other people. 
How you treat other people is how you truly treat God. 
If you are willing, I’ll take it a step further… 
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Verse 27 is Hebrew poetry – the construction follows 
the rules of the genre. It said, “God created mankind in 
his own image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them.” 
 
It is a three-line poem. Hebrew poetry is not about 
rhyme or meter, it’s about parallelism, it’s restating the 
same thing in different ways. An example from Amos 
5:24, “Let judgment run down as waters, and 
righteousness as a mighty stream.” There, judgement 
and righteousness are the same thing. 
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Each line says the same thing using different phrasing 
and words that give a fuller sense of the concept. Here 
we go. Line one subject, verb, object and in this case 
adverbial description.  
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Line two…  
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Line three… We see that “Male and female,” is the 
same as “In the image of God.” 
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There is great debate about what “Made in the image 
of God” means. This is the starting point. Whatever 
else it means, as to substance, like being able to 
reason, or as to function, like having dominion… It first 
means that all humans are God’s image on earth.  
 
This is profoundly radical. While the image of God can 
often be found in the pharaoh, king, or emperor, as with 
the Egyptians, Babylonians, Chinese, Japanese, 
Romans, Mayans and countless others – it was never 
found in the common man, never in every man, never 
in every female.  
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Beyond that the insanely radical idea that the image of 
God is found in everyone, women as well as men, 
here’s what’s even crazier… The true image of God is 
found most perfectly not in men alone, not in women 
alone, but in male and female together. A bunch of 
dudes cannot give you a full image of God and neither 
can a bunch of dudettes. 
 
Take it to its zenith – to the contextual ultimate and the 
concept is specifically one man and one woman joined 
together in Holy matrimony in the sight of Almighty God 
as one flesh. Male and female as one – that is the very 
image – the shadowy likeness of God on earth. 
 
The best characteristics of men and the best 
characteristics of women are seen equally in God. He 
divided His perfect attributes and distributed half to 
men and half to women. The Fall has corrupted the 
image, but its still there if you know how to look. 
 
When one man and one woman put aside their 
individuality and the two half-people join together as 
one whole person – in an intimate interrelationship – 
we have our God-given image of God. 
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God went on in the very next verse to say, “Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 
Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky 
and over every living creature that moves on the 
ground” (Genesis 1:28). 
 
Our dominion is related to marriage and the natural 
outcome of marriage, which is children. 
 
 It speaks again of the sanctity of human life. Jesus 
quoted Genesis 2:24 and then added something we 
use in wedding ceremonies to this day… Matthew 
19:5&6, “‘For this reason a man will leave his father 
and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 
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become one flesh’? So they are no longer two, but one 
flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no 
one separate.” 
 
We think that Jesus was talking about particular 
couples. I mean we say it at a wedding thinking it 
means don’t interfere in this marriage, but what Jesus 
was talking about was the institution of marriage itself. 
 
He was saying that marriage is sacred – anyone who 
tries to diminish or destroy the sanctity of marriage is at 
the root trying to minimize what God has established 
as “His image” – it goes against the sanctity, not just of 
marriage, but of human life. By extension, the lack of 
respect we have for marriage translates to a lack of 
respect for the unborn – because it is fundamentally a 
lack of respect for God. 
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Why does God constantly say throughout His Holy 
Word that all sexual intercourse outside of that sacred 
institution of marriage, between one man and one 
woman as one flesh constitutes open rebellion against 
Him? 
 
It is the sanctity of human life. That’s the reason. 
During sex biologists tell us chemical changes take 
place, psychologists tell us emotional changes take 
place, God tells us supernatural changes take place – 
these are changes reserved for a couple covenanting 
together as one. 
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The physical result can be pregnancy. When we 
understand and obey God’s plan, each and every 
pregnancy is the result of one joined, loving couple 
fulfilling God’s plan, and so, it is a pregnancy received 
with joy. Even the notion of aborting the new human life 
is unthinkable and if thought of, it is abhorrent. 
 
See what I mean? A loving couple filled with God’s love 
for Him and His ways, filled with God’s love for each 
other, will likewise be filled with love for any child God 
blesses them with. There are surprises, there are 
difficulties, to be sure but God’s love will win when we 
trust and obey. 
 
This little kid looks like he’s a little unsure, but he is 
looking at the image of God on earth.  
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I deleted, a lengthy section that I’ll sum up as, even the 
most atheistic biologist on the planet would have to 
admit that human life begins at conception. Add to that, 
any honest Bible scholar would have to admit that the 
sanctity of life extends to every human life. No one can 
wriggle out of it. The newly conceived baby and the 
most ardent pro-abortion advocate in the world are 
both equally alive and equally individuated human 
beings. Beyond that, they both, along with the starving 
kid in Africa and the angry teen in Syria and the 
terminally ill patient in Hoboken and the elderly person 
struggling with dementia, all have the same value to 
God, as any other person, in any other situation. My 
suggestion is we honor that. 
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The sanctity of human life is not a particular cause or 
position, it is simply recognizing the value God puts 
upon all human life and acting accordingly. 
 
It goes well beyond abortion, to murder certainly, but 
also to suicide and to the growing movement towards 
euthanasia on demand, and maybe someday, forced 
euthanasia, not to mention in vitro selection for 
designer babies and on and on… It’s not one issue – 
it’s a Biblical Truth we hold. 
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I said II) the scale of the problem is mind-boggling. 
Each year about 57 million people die worldwide. 
Roughly one third, or about 19 million deaths are 
avoidable. Medical errors, tobacco use and obesity 
account for most of that. 
 
Motor vehicle crashes account for more than a million 
deaths and nearly 50 million injuries. In America it is 
just under 40,000 deaths on the road, which, 
incidentally, is about the number of deaths due to 
colorectal cancer – so get your colonoscopy done. 
 
There are about 11,000 homicides in America each 
year. Only 14% of homicides occurred between 
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strangers. That means more than 9,500 murders were 
between people who knew each other. 
 
Suicide accounts for 1 million deaths each year 
worldwide and 40,000 in the U.S. That’s nearly four 
times the total number of murders in America. 40,000 
Americans end their own life each year. It is now 
clinically proven that atheistic countries have higher 
rates. 
 
Here’s the crazy part. Worldwide we abort more babies 
every year than the total number of deaths I reported to 
you. 57 million deaths, plus another 58 million aborted 
babies every year. 
 
In the U.S., since 1974 we have terminated the human 
life of between 50 million and 65 million babies. During 
the heyday it was 1.5 million each year. The good news 
is prayer, voting, better science and organizations like 
our own Hope Pregnancy Ministries have led to a 
dramatic decline in abortions. It is estimated that last 
year we hit an all-time low of between 700,000 and 
950,000 abortions. While that’s better and the trend is 
encouraging, that’s still 2,000 to 2,500 babies ripped 
apart and discarded as trash every single day in 
America, the land of liberty and justice for all. 
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I also said it was I) the single-most important issue in 
the world today. Sanctity of all human life – because it 
isn’t just the numbers – it’s the underlying foundation 
for those numbers. It is a repudiation of God and His 
judgment as to the value of human life. 
 
What can we do? Pray. That the very best thing – keep 
praying. We can vote for pro-life politicians especially 
in the executive positions because they appoint judges. 
We can educate ourselves and others. We can support 
ministries on the front line. 
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But please hear this, my friends, please hear this. It 
must be done in love. Not human love, but God’s love. 
If we Christians don’t act out of the love that God has 
deposited within us, we become nothing more than a 
“Noisy gong or a clanging cymbal” (I Corinthians 13:2). 
We do more harm than good when we act without 
patience, without kindness, without gentleness. 
 
Let us stand for God and what He says is right and let 
us do it the way Jesus showed us, by recognizing the 
value of human beings even when they are actively 
trying to kill us. 
 
Be a blessing, rather than a curse. Never forget, charity 
begins at home (I Timothy 5:8). That means we must 
prove our love by loving each other in this house. 
 
Backbiting, complaining, negative talk and actions, 
demeaning each other, holding a grudge against each 
other – you eat and drink judgment upon yourself” (I 
Corinthians 11:27-32). It is another form of dishonoring 
God, by dishonoring your brother in Christ, and then 
participating in Communion like there’s no problem. 
 
“Examine yourselves,” the Bible says. If 23bNASB“your 
brother has something against you… 24b go; first be 
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reconciled to your brother, and then come and present 
your offering,” at the altar (Matthew 5:23&24). 
 

 


