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John 7:1&2, 1After these things Jesus was walking in Galilee, for He was unwilling to walk in Judea 
because the Jews were seeking to kill Him. 2Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was 
near. 
 
These first two verses set the _________ for what comes next.  
 

We still have the two-fold _________ about… “Who Jesus is?” and “What will you do with that 
revelation?” 

 
 
 
 
The Jews fully understood what Jesus was _________ and so, to paraphrase C.S. Lewis, Jesus was 
either a liar, a lunatic, or the Lord – you must _________ which. 
 
 
 
 
Logically, no one who disobeying God’s ______ could possibly be allied with God, let equal with Him. 
 

It never occurred to them that their ___________ of the Sabbath Law was the problem… 
 
 

  

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the offering plate or the 
prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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In verse 2 John provides us with the ______ that will be central to the narrative – it was Sukkot, the 

Feast of Tabernacles. The ________ word ה  .(sü-kä) ֻסכָּ

 
 
  
John 7:3-10, 3Therefore His brothers said to Him, “Leave here and go into Judea, so that Your 
disciples also may see Your works which You are doing. 4“For no one does anything in secret when 
he himself seeks to be known publicly. If You do these things, show Yourself to the world.” 5For not 
even His brothers were believing in Him. 6So Jesus said to them, “My time is not yet here, but your 
time is always opportune. 7“The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify of it, that its 
deeds are evil. 8“Go up to the feast yourselves; I do not go up to this feast because My time has not 
yet fully come.” 9Having said these things to them, He stayed in Galilee. 10But when His brothers 
had gone up to the feast, then He Himself also went up, not publicly, but as if, in secret. 
  

Does that seem contradictory? 
 
Were the “Brothers” sincerely trying to encourage Jesus? 
 
Who were the “Brothers” (James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas)? 

Matthew 12, Mark 3, Luke 8. 
 

 
 
They were sarcastically mocking Jesus as their supposed _______. Verse 4 serves as a rebuke. 
They conclude with a huge “____.” Verse 5 confirms. 
 
 
 
Jesus gave them a cryptic answer that means He was on a mission for the Father and that they were 
not. Verse 7 shows that Jesus only speaks God’s _____ and so, the world hates Him for that reason. 
 
 
 
“I do not go up to THIS feast.” What feast? This particular feast that they were going to attend and 
that they were deridingly encouraging Him to attend. The “Feast of the Jews.”  
 

Jesus went to Jerusalem to the _______ Feast of Booths. 
 

Jesus could obey the command of God in the Old Testament and miss part of the Feast 
because He was the true Tabernacle – He was the Feast – He was the ____________ for the 
Old Covenant Law. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
Write a brief note – detach and place in the offering, or the prayer box, or give it to a Deacon or Elder. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name _________________________________ Address ___________________________________________________ 
Phone ________________________ Email _____________________________________________________________ 
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John 7:1&2, 1After these things Jesus was walking in 
Galilee, for He was unwilling to walk in Judea because 
the Jews were seeking to kill Him. 2Now the feast of 
the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was near. 
 
These first two verses set the stage for what comes 
next. The “After these things,” statement marks a break 
from what we saw happening in chapter 6, but please 
remember that what follows is still connected to what 
came before – you cannot properly interpret God’s 
Word by taking it in a vacuum. Context is king even 
when the context has us in a new scene. 
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What that means is that the two-fold question as to 
“Who Jesus is?” and “what will a person do with that 
revelation?”, is still the driving force underlying the 
narrative, as we will clearly see, moving forward. Yes, 
it’s a new day and a new venue, but it’s much the same 
story. 

 
The comment about Jesus “Walking in Galilee” sets us 
up for His encounter with His brothers, no doubt in 
Nazareth. Nazareth, Jesus’ hometown is roughly 30 
miles by road from the ministry headquarters He had 
established in Peter’s in-laws’ home in Capernaum on 
the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee, but still well 
within the Province of Galilee (colored in purple).  
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John interjects that Jesus was staying in the northern 
province because “in Judea… the Jews were seeking 
to kill Him.” What that means is the Jewish officials in 
Jerusalem were still seething over the things that Jesus 
had done in and around the Temple and they wanted 
Him dead. This included His supernatural clearing and 
cleansing of the Temple courts as well as His teaching 
and His challenges to their understanding of Scripture, 
but the culmination was His miraculous healing of the 
man at the Pool of Bethesda near the Temple on a 
Sabbath and the ensuing conversation related to that 
event. So, they literally wanted Jesus dead. 
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It’s incredible how often you hear the word literally 
used incorrectly… It literally blows my mind… See, 
that’s wrong – my mind may be many things, but it’s 
not literally blown. In this case, it is literally, literal. The 
Jewish leadership as a whole wanted to kill Jesus. We 
saw that back in John 5:18, “For this reason therefore 
the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, 
because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, but 
also was calling God His own Father, making Himself 
equal with God.” 
 
So many anti-trinitarian people spout the lie that Jesus 
never claimed to be God. It’s ridiculous and without 
basis and without an inkling of Scripture 
comprehension. This is merely one of many verses 
confirming that the Jews fully understood what Jesus 
was claiming. If it was a misunderstanding, Jesus could 
have very easily cleared it up on multiple occasions – 
He never tried. Jesus repeatedly, claimed to be “equal 
with God,” and so, to paraphrase C.S. Lewis, Jesus 
was either a liar, a lunatic, or the Lord – you must 
choose which. 
 
Let me just say, that just hearing those words forces 
you to make a choice that will have eternal 
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consequences. You cannot hear what I said and not 
choose to either take Jesus as Lord, or to dismiss Him 
as something less or someone unworthy of a decision. 
 
What we see in the chapter 5 reference and will see 
later on in this chapter, is that the thing that really stuck 
in the craw of the Jewish elite, was Jesus, healing on 
the Sabbath. 
 
Why? How is that worthy of death? What does healing 
a man on the Sabbath, have to do with His claims of 
divinity and equality with God? Why did Jesus 
continually violate the religious rules regarding the 
Sabbath if that was the big problem? 
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Again, we’ll see in a few verses that supernatural 
miraculous forces were at work through Jesus and that 
it was really an undeniable fact. Not even His most 
ardent opponents denied that there was something 
supernatural going on with Jesus. That in itself made 
His claims of divinity plausible and so, it was at least 
possible that He what He was saying about Himself 
was true, that He really was the divine Savior. But by 
breaking the sanctity of the Sabbath, in accordance 
with the Jewish interpretation at that time, Jesus 
proved Himself to be a Lawbreaker in their eyes. He 
was publicly sinning in a grievous fashion and was 
completely unapologetic about it. 
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Logically, no one who was blatantly, shamelessly, 
intentionally, and repeatedly, disobeying God’s Law, 
especially breaking one of God’s 10 Commandments, 
could possibly be allied with God, let alone sent by 
Him, and certainly not equal with Him. 
 
Jesus breaking the Sabbath commandment, as they 
understood it, was proof that He was evil, not divine, 
and so when He claimed divinity, it could only be the 
most egregious form of blasphemy imaginable, and 
that kind of crime would always demand a most 
immediate, violent, and public execution as 
punishment. 
 
It never occurred to them that their interpretation of the 
Sabbath Law was the problem… Why? Well, my 
friends, that’s once again ego, it is arrogance, it is the 
pride that “goeth before destruction,” just as a “haughty 
spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18). Unwillingness to 
learn something new by questioning what you think you 
already know will eat your lunch! As we saw last week. 
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In verse 2 John provides us with the event that will be 
central to the narrative – it was Sukkot, the Feast of 
Tabernacles, tents, shelters, or as in the NASB, the 
Feast of Booths. A key to helping us understand what 
is about to unfold is that John noted that it was 
specifically “the Feast of the Jews.” Trust me when I tell 
you that he didn’t do that so a Gentile audience would 
understand that it was a Jewish holiday. Just sort of 
keep that in the back of your mind for now. As an aside, 
did you know that holiday, actually means Holy Day? 
People used to get a break from work only during holy 
days. 
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Well, what is the Feast of Booths? In Leviticus chapter 
23, God instructed the people to celebrate a week-long 
convocation starting on the 15th day of Tishri (this year, 
that’s next Sunday, October 9th). Still celebrated by 
Jews today, it is basically a fall festival thanking God 
for the harvest. There was to be no work on the first 
day or on the eighth day concluding the Feast. 

 
The people were to build and live in “Booths” for the 
week to commemorate the way their ancestors had 
lived during the Exodus. “Booths,” or tabernacles, or 
shelters, or tents, or whatever other word your Bible 
translation uses, is the Hebrew word ֻסכָּה (sü-kä), which 
is why Jews today call the holiday Sukkot. The word 
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means a thicket of brush. The Jews built shelters from 
this brush, and then the word was extended to mean 
the shelter itself, ֻסכָּה. 
 
In that part of the world there are still millions of people 
who live in these ֻסכָּה, type structures. When you visit 
Petra, in Jordan, as an example, there are hundreds of 
nomads trying to make money off of the tourists in one 
way or another and most of them live their entire lives 
in these homemade shelters. 

 
We asked such a person – the owner of these camels 
– about his home and his lifestyle, and he said that he 
could not imagine a better way of life – He said, unlike 
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others in towns or cities, he was completely free. Well, 
the stage is set… 

 
John 7:3-10, 3Therefore His brothers said to Him, 
“Leave here and go into Judea, so that Your disciples 
also may see Your works which You are doing. 4“For 
no one does anything in secret when he himself seeks 
to be known publicly. If You do these things, show 
Yourself to the world.” 5For not even His brothers were 
believing in Him. 6So Jesus said to them, “My time is 
not yet here, but your time is always opportune. 7“The 
world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify 
of it, that its deeds are evil. 8“Go up to the feast 
yourselves; I do not go up to this feast because My 
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time has not yet fully come.” 9Having said these things 
to them, He stayed in Galilee. 10But when His brothers 
had gone up to the feast, then He Himself also went 
up, not publicly, but as if, in secret. 
  
Well, to a lot of people, that seems contradictory and 
some even say that this is proof that Jesus lied. He 
said that He wouldn’t go, then as soon as His brothers 
left, He went in disguise. The thinking goes, if He lied 
about this, what else did He lie about? 
 
That’s one problem, another is the common view that 
the “Brothers” were sincerely trying to get Jesus to 
clearly show everyone His true nature. They were 
rooting for Him and wanted Him to be a success and 
were simply encouraging Him in His ministry. That is 
not even close to the case we have here. 
 
A third problem is an issue that was really driven by the 
Catholic Church, and it has to do with the “Brothers” 
themselves. While just as in our culture, it is possible to 
use the term “brothers” to describe nonliteral siblings, 
it’s not at all reasonable in this context. These were the 
literal siblings of Jesus. Their names were James, 
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Joseph, Simon, and Judas – they were the other sons 
of Mary. 
 
While even most Catholic scholars agree with that now, 
they cannot accept that they were Mary’s biological 
sons. They posit that they were the sons of Joseph and 
a previous wife and so were the older half-brothers, or 
really, stepbrothers of Jesus and the stepsons of Mary. 
 
There isn’t a shred of evidence to support that idea and 
there is a lot of evidence to the contrary. It was only a 
gradual veneration of Mary as divine herself which led 
to the idea of her perpetual virginity… The concept is 
that the “Mother of God,” the one “Immaculately 
Conceived,” herself and then “Bodily Assumed into 
Heaven” without dying, would never be so vulgar, so 
human, so base, as to ever have engaged in sex with 
anyone, at any time, for any reason. It stems from a 
very low view of sex and a very high view of Mary. My 
question is, did she not use a bathroom either? 
 
Well, think what you like, but what is most plausible is 
that these were the sons of Mary and Joe after Jesus 
was supernaturally conceived and then born in the 
manger at Bethlehem, in Judea. 
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Who were these guys? James was basically the leader 
of Christianity after Peter began travelling around as an 
Apostle and evangelist. James decided the outcome of 
the first Christian council in about 48 A.D. that is 
recorded in the 15th chapter of the Book of Acts, and 
he is the author of the eponymous Bible Book, James. 
 
After James was murdered on orders of the Jewish 
High Priest in about 62 A.D., Simon took over as the 
leader of the Jerusalem church and he was the one 
who moved it to Pella (noted on the map earlier) at the 
outbreak of the Jewish war with Rome in 66 A.D. 
 
Judas, so as not to be confused with the Apostle Judas 
who betrayed Jesus, came to be called Jude and he is 
the author of the eponymous Bible Book, Jude. 
 
Because all of them are saints in both Eastern 
Orthodoxy and Western Catholicism, and thought of as 
saintly early church stalwarts in Protestant circles, 
scholars have been very reluctant to see this exchange 
for what it obviously was… They twist the context, 
grammar, and syntax to the breaking point to try to 
paint this as a sincere discussion rather than the 
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derisive and sarcastic challenge that it actually was. 
They were taunting, teasing, and ridiculing Jesus – 
their own brother. 
 
While the brothers and their mother did become very 
significant Christian stalwarts after the Resurrection, 
before was a different story. In Matthew chapter 12, 
Mark chapter 3, and Luke chapter 8, we are told that 
Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived where He was and 
were standing outside wanting to talk with Him. Jesus 
responded that “whoever does the will of God, he is My 
brother and sister and mother.” 
 
That seems harsh, but if we pay attention, we get the 
rest of the story. For that we need to go back 10 verses 
in Mark’s Gospel where we discover that people were 
freaked out by Jesus’ claims of Divinity, ‘When His own 
people heard of this, they went out to take custody of 
Him; for they were saying, “He has lost His senses”’ 
(Mark 3:21). 
 
The reason that Jesus’ mother, brothers, and sisters 
travelled 30 miles to where Jesus was staying, was 
because they wanted to take custody of Him and lock 
Him away for His Own good. 
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Now in verse 3, of our passage in John, His brothers 
say, “Leave here and go into Judea.” This is what’s 
called an aorist imperative of request, which is a fancy 
way of saying it is the strongest suggestion possible, 
made from a subordinate to a superior. It would be like 
a Sergeant saying to a Captain, “Get down sir, there 
are snipers out there.” In this context, they are 
sarcastically mocking Jesus as their supposed better. 
 
They were essentially saying “Oh great and powerful 
Lord, you must leave here and go.” Why should He go? 
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So that Your many devoted “disciples also may see 
Your works which You are doing.”  Once again, it 
doesn’t translate well into a language like English that 
requires a bunch of extra helping words to convey the 
nuance, when translators are hesitant to add extra 
words. The reason the brothers give to Jesus for their 
falsely humble command is proof of their attitude in 
Greek. 
 
It is technically called “Combative hyperbole.” It’s 
sarcasm. They were basically saying, since you are 
such a great man with such a vast army of followers, 
you must go and show them all the magnificent things 
that you can do. 
 
Verse 4 ramps it up from there with the further rationale 
that serves as a rebuke. It is saying that intelligent 
people don’t hide when they are trying to be found. 
Just like the parable a man doesn’t hide a lamp under 
a bushel basket. Beyond the demeaning explanation of 
the painfully obvious, their rebuke assumes that Jesus 
was a self-serving seeker of attention. That He wanted 
to be a popular public figure. 
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They don’t let up and in doing so they tip their hand as 
to their true purpose… They conclude with a huge “IF.” 
In Greek there are little “ifs,” medium “ifs,” and huge 
“ifs.” This is a huge “if.” “IF You do these things, show 
Yourself to the world.” Not only does the massive 
conditional nature of this last phrase show that they 
don’t believe in His program, their “Show the world” is 
hyperbolic – it is an over-the-top lampooning of Jesus. 
Don’t just show your followers, don’t just show Judea, 
show the whole world! 
 
Now, if you’re having trouble believing me on how 
combative and disparaging their treatment of Jesus 
was, God settles it by having John reveal the Truth of it 
in verse 5. “For not even His brothers were believing in 
Him.” It doesn’t get clearer than that. 
 
This was not a sincere request from His brothers to 
help their unbelief, this was the mockery and 
blasphemy of unbelief. 
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Jesus gave them a cryptic answer, “My time is not yet 
here, but your time is always opportune.” What does 
that mean? Again, people jump on the first part and 
think about other passages where the Bible tells us that 
it was not yet His time to be handed over and Crucified. 
This is not precisely that, although it’s part of that. This 
is a different word translated as time than the word 
used when talking about Jesus’ remaining time. This 
has to do with the path presently, not the path’s future 
destination. 
 
Here specifically what Jesus means is that He is on a 
mission for the Father and is acting on the Father’s 
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timetable and following the Father’s schedule of 
events. Jesus is adhering to the Divine plan precisely 
and the plan calls for Him to be doing what He’s 
presently doing. 
 
The real jab at His brothers, that I’m sure they missed 
at the time, was that they were not in any way, shape, 
or form, positively participating in the Father’s plan, or 
onboard with God’s program at all. Therefore, they 
could do whatever they liked at any time because they 
were solely on their own plan and program. Their 
agenda was their agenda, Jesus’ agenda was the 
Father’s agenda and so, while they were free, He was 
not. 
 
That’s made even clearer with Jesus’ explanation. But, 
before we actually look at that explanation, let’s realize 
that in it Jesus seems to hint about His literal time 
remaining on earth. That seems even more obvious 
because we’ve been reminded that the Jews were 
seeking to kill Him. Yet I’m saying that when He spoke 
about His time and their time, it was about following a 
path, not the end of the path. 
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I said it that while it wasn’t about His impending 
Crucifixion, it was partly that and here we see what I 
meant. When we talk about Jesus’ human earthly path, 
it’s impossible for us to not remember that the 
culmination of that path was Him dying on a Cross – 
the end of His path. Here. though Jesus is focused on 
the short-term present path. His following of the plan of 
the Father now. But the truth is, as Jesus follows the 
path it will take Him to the end. 
 
I say all that to point out that when we look at Jesus’ 
explanation in verse 7, we need to see the nuance in 
the light of the actual argument that Jesus was making 
instead of just quickly jumping to where it seems to 
point. We must take our time when interpreting God’s 
Word and not just assume the first thing that makes 
sense to us. Always look to see if there are other verbal 
relationships that are less obvious, but more accurate. 
 
What Jesus was stressing in verse 7 was that He was 
on the Father’s program which included speaking just 
as the prophets of old spoke. When the Father speaks 
to His people it is always the plain unvarnished Truth 
and people don’t like that – people can’t handle the 
Truth – at least not when it’s about them. As a 
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consequence, if you are called to speak God’s Words, 
people will not like you very much. 
 
I often mention the old Arab proverb that “If you are 
going to speak the truth, you better have one foot in the 
stirrup.” I have found it to be true. The prophets of old 
were considered to be the mouthpieces for God – 
speaking only what He specifically wanted them to say 
and as such, they were universally hated, and many of 
them met with brutal ends. Because Jesus, as the 
actual Truth of God, only ever speaks God’s Truth, 
people hate Him as well. 
 
His statement that the world cannot hate His brothers 
is not strictly true. Ultimately the world can and will turn 
on anyone. Jesus’ point wasn’t that the world would do 
no harm to its fellow unbelievers, but that His brothers 
were, at that time, one with the world because their 
attitudes, words, and actions, proved that they stood in 
opposition to God. They were the world, and the world 
does not hate itself, although it should. They 
established themselves apart from Jesus and so Jesus 
stood apart from them. 
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He told them go ahead and go to your festival of the 
flesh, “I do not go up to THIS feast because My time is 
not yet fully come.” Again, time here would be better 
thought of as My marching orders from the Father have 
Me here at the moment. 

 
Jesus boldly, bluntly, and unambiguously declared to 
them that He would not go up to this feast. Then we get 
to verse 10 and what? “But when His brothers had 
gone up to the feast, then He Himself also went up, not 
publicly, but as if, in secret.” 
 
Many people who believe that Jesus lied here also 
believe that the statement in verse 9, “He stayed in 
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Galilee” along with the added information in verse 10 
that he went “not publicly, but as if, in secret,” were not 
originally part of the text, but were added later by an 
editor trying to soften the scandal of Jesus’ 
deceptiveness. Of course, there’s absolutely no proof 
of such a change, nor is there any need for such a 
change, when we understand what really happened. 
 
Here's the rest of the story… Jesus had already 
sharply juxtaposed the world, His brothers, and the 
Jews against Himself, the Father, and the Truth. Jesus 
oddly, but specifically told His brothers that He would 
not go up to “THIS” feast. What feast? This particular 
feast that they were going to attend and that they were 
deridingly encouraging Him to attend.  



28 

 

 

 
Jesus wasn’t going to go to that feast… That “Feast of 
the Jews.” Remember I asked you to hold on to that 
one. The “Feast of the Jews,” was a different feast than 
the feast that God had commanded in Leviticus. The 
concept is that the feast in question, as far as Jesus 
was concerned, was a false feast of sanctimonious, 
legalistic, self-serving, holier-than-thou, religious 
people pretending to honor God. 
 
But Jesus had already said in many ways that a failure 
to recognize Him and believe in Him was a sure sign 
that the person in question did not know or love God 
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and therefore could not obey God because they had 
not been taught, or brought, by the Father. 
 
The festival that the brothers were going to attend was 
a festival of the flesh, “A Festival of the Jews,” the Jews 
who wanted Jesus dead and Jesus would not 
participate in such a lie. 
 
Later in verse 10 we see Jesus going to Jerusalem to 
the Feast of Booths, but He’s going to the true feast, 
not to the sham feast. What’s the proof of that 
analysis? If Jesus had gone and participated with 
everyone else then He would have been a liar, but as 
we’ll see, Jesus did not participate in the feast being 
thrown by the Jewish leaders, He challenged the 
beliefs and practices of the people at the feast. He 
attended an entirely different Feast of Booths – the true 
Feast mandated by God, not the bogus feast mandated 
by the Sadducees and the Pharisees. 
 
Beyond being true to His Word about not going to the 
same Feast his brothers were attending we also see 
that Jesus went in the opposite demeaner that they 
encouraged. Instead of going to demand the spotlight 
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and be acclaimed as a public figure, Jesus went 
incognito – quietly and unassumingly. 
 
There are a couple of further points to be made here. 
First, the fact that Jesus said that He wouldn’t attend 
“This Feast” implies that He might attend another. As I 
have said the other was the true Feast of Tabernacles, 
but some scholars think what He had in mind as 
another Feast was the Passover during which He 
would be crucified. Again, that comes from seeing the 
time as the end, rather than the journey so while not 
what Jesus had in mind, it is partly true in the sense 
that Jesus’ journey had a final destination. 
 
To help clarify that thought we bring in the second 
point. Jesus missed part of the Feast of Booths, or 
Tabernacles. A proper Jew, let alone a Godly Jewish 
teacher, like Jesus, did not do that. The Law prescribed 
that you were to attend the entire 8-day event in 
Jerusalem. 
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Jesus could obey the command of God in the Old 
Testament and miss part of the Feast because He was 
the true Tabernacle – He was the Feast – He was the 
replacement for all of the Old Covenant Law. 
 
That not only helps us understand why Christians don’t 
celebrate the Feast of Booths, or any other Jewish 
legal requirement today, but it also ties us back to the 
impending sacrifice of Jesus at the future Passover – 
the end of His path. 
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Jesus was God made man. You believe that or you 
don’t. If you do, then it would be painfully obvious that 
He is perfect and if you have a mirror or a brain, you 
already know that you are not. You know that you do 
not measure up to perfection. 
 
Oh, you might perform better than the other monkeys 
in the circus, but that’s not the standard – perfection is 
the standard. The Bible says, “be perfect because the 
Lord is perfect.” Good luck. You cannot be perfect for 
even one day with God’s help. You can only be perfect 
by being enveloped within perfection. 
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That’s the entire Gospel. God unilaterally and self-
sacrificially established Salvation through Himself. To 
be Saved you must be humble enough to admit you 
are incapable of pleasing God, you must be humble 
enough to embrace Jesus as the only means of 
Salvation. You must be humble enough to accept His 
forgiveness and enter into His rest – into right 
relationship with Him. You must be humble enough to 
allow Him to cloth you with His righteous robe of 
perfection and stand boldly and gratefully in His 
presence because of His completed work – only 
because of His completed work. 
 
What all that means is that you must be humble 
enough for the Father to teach you from His Holy Word 
and by that understanding be drawn to Jesus. 
 
Will you humble yourself and be Saved? 
 
 


