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   Alêtheia Christian Fellowship 
                   April 21, 2019 

            “Resurrection Sunday” 
 

8:30 ~ Fellowship. 
10:00 ~ Service with the King’s Kid’s performance, a special welcome to the Sheeran family & 

Communion for all who are Christians 
 

NEWS 
Please pray for the Mitchell Family 

Ladies Group next Saturday 
Church Workday in 2 weeks, May 4th 

Mother’s Day the following week, May 12th 
VBS, June 17th to the 21st  

Church Camp, August 23rd to the 25th 
 

330 N. Somers Rd. (Mail: PO Box 10626) Kalispell, MT 59904~ (406) 755-1776 
Visit the website ~ www.myaletheia.com ~ Hear a sermon at 

aletheiachristianfellowship.podomatic.com 
Like us on Facebook (aletheiachristianfellowship) 

Emails: pastor@myaletheia.com, secretary@myaletheia.com, kids@myaletheia.com 

 
Today is Resurrection Sunday! As Paul taught, if the bodily resurrection of Jesus were 
not true, then we are falsely _________________ against God. We are still 
________________ in our sins. And so, we are a people, to be 
_______________________ more than all others (I Corinthians 15:12-19). 
 
 
 
 
The physical resurrection of Jesus proved that He conquered sin, which is the 
______________________ of death. It proved that all who fully trust Him, will likewise 
be free from the curse of sin and its consequence.  
 
 
 
 
 
The raising of Lazarus was especially vexing to the _________________ 
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_____________. John 12:19, records their exasperation. (Luke 19:37-39)  
 
Jesus forces us to react to Him - we choose how He will affect us. Jesus entered the 
Temple area - into what He called a “Robbers Den.” John 2:14-21, highlights Jesus’ 
authority to interfere. He points to His ____________. 
 

What did Jesus actually do?  
 

Mark 11:16, that Jesus would not ____________ anyone to carry 
any of the sacrifices or offerings into the Temple. 

 
 
 
 
 
On Thursday, Jesus washed their feet. It was an example of the kind of sacrificial 
______________ they should have for each other (John 13:15). 
 

Philippians 2:1-8, John 13:34&35 
 
 
 
 
Because Judas had been entertaining Satan’s ______________________, the Devil 
entered him fully (Luke 22:3, John 13:27). At that moment Jesus turned to him and 
said, “What you are about to do, do quickly.”  
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus turned His attention to His true disciples and instituted Holy 
__________________________. After the meal they sang a final hymn…  

Psalm 118. “Lord save us!” יָעה יהוה ָאָנא ָנא הֹושִׁ  (ä-nä Yä-wā hō-shē-ä nä).  

 
 
 
 
At the Garden of Gethsemane, the full weight of what was to come enveloped Jesus. 
He asked His disciples to ___________________ with Him and they were unable 
(Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22, John 18). 
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____________________ times Jesus suffered mightily and each time He prayed, “My 
Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done” (Matthew 26:39, 
Mark 42&44). Then Judas arrived. 
 
 
 
 
 
The ___________ ____________ said to Jesus, “I adjure You by the living God, that 
You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God” (Matthew 26:63). Jesus said, “I 

am!” (Mark 14:62a). “I AM,” ἐγώ εἰμί (ĕ-gō ā-mē). 

 
To fulfil the Psalm He said, “You will see Me, the Son of Man, sitting at the 
right hand of the Mighty One,” and to fulfil Daniel’s prophecy, “You will see 
Me coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

 
 
 
 
 
People say that Jesus never claimed to be God. Well, maybe they don’t get it, but the 
people back then __________. The high priest tore his clothes.  
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus was ridiculed, cursed, abused, beaten, dragged all over the city, from one trial to 
the next. He had been flogged nearly to death, crowned with thorns, marched to 
Golgotha, and nailed to a __________________. 
 
 
 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 
Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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Jesus was put into the tomb on Friday, no one could be near His body until nightfall 
Saturday. No one would go to the tombs at night. So, early the next morning the ladies 
went (Mark 16:1&2). The tomb was empty. 
 

The angel asked them, “Why are you looking among the dead for someone 
who is alive? He isn’t here! He is risen!”  

 
Jesus bodily rose from the grave and physically appeared to more 
than 500 people over a 40-day period. (Matthew 28:1&2, Mark 16:9, 
I Corinthians 15:4, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
It proved that Jesus is the Word of God made flesh and that, as the perfect sacrifice for 
sin, He truly __________ sins effect, which is decay and death. 
 

We are not here today to celebrate a happy story about Jesus coming back to 
life. We are here to celebrate what His bodily resurrection proved. 

 
Turn to Jesus, accept His death in your place as the only acceptable 
offering for your personal sin. Embrace the fact that He already paid 
the debt you cannot pay.  

 
Know that “It is finished,” because He rose and know that 
He’s on His way back for His Bride, the church, and His 
reward is with Him (John 19:30, Revelation 22:12). 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check all that apply – detach and place in the offering or the prayer box 
 

_____ I want to talk with the pastor about ___________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want prayer for _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want to volunteer to _____________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want more information about ______________________________________________ 
 

_____ Other __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ______________________ Address _________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
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Alêtheia ~ 042119 ~ Easter Sunday 

 
He is Life itself… 
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Last week we celebrated Palm Sunday, which sets the 
stage for what is called Passion Week, culminating with 
today…  
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This morning we celebrate the greatest thing that has 
ever happened in the history of world. The fact that the 
Tomb was and is and forever will be… Empty! 
 
Today is Easter - it is Resurrection Sunday - it is the 
day we remember that Jesus rose bodily from the 
grave to never taste death again! 
 
There are progressive Christians who say the physical 
resurrection is not that important. There are some who 
even say that if we found the bones of Jesus, it would 
not change their faith. 
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That’s probably true, because for such people their 
faith is in the institutions of man, it’s in reliving 
childhood memories, it’s in tradition, ritual, pomp and 
religiosity. Much like the Pharisees of Jesus’ day. 
 
My friends, the brilliant Apostle Paul was precisely 
correct when he taught that if the bodily resurrection of 
Jesus were not true, then we are falsely witnessing 
against God. We are still stuck in our sins. And so, we 
are a people, to be pitied more than all others (I 
Corinthians 15:12-19). 
 
The physical, material, corporeal, bodily resurrection of 
Jesus proved that He was Who He said He was. It 
proved that He is Life itself and that death could not 
hold Him. It proved that He conquered sin, which is the 
cause of death. It proved that all who fully trust Him, 
will likewise be free from the curse of sin and its 
consequence death. It proved that the man Jesus, was 
God with us, and because of that, we will be with Him, 
forever. 
 
Make no mistake about it… What we celebrate today is 
the greatest, most important event that has, or ever 
will, happen for mankind. Everything else pales in 
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comparison… Believe me, everything is secondary to 
this fact. 
 
How did it transpire? 
 

After entering Jerusalem on the donkey colt to such 
riotous fanfare the religious leaders reacted with 
hostility born from misunderstanding and jealousy. 
 
The raising of Lazarus from the dead was especially 
vexing to them - Jesus was at the height of His 
popularity. John 12:19, records their exasperation. 
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19NIVSo the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this 
is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has 
gone after him!”  
 
Luke 19:37-39 records, 37bNIVThe whole crowd of the 
disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice 
for all the miracles which they had seen, 38shouting: 
“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the 
Lord; Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, 
“Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.”  
 
We talked last week about how Jesus forces us to 
react to Him - we either move closer towards Him, or 
we move farther away. We choose how the teaching, 
the demands, the life and the very nature of Jesus will 
affect us. 
 
The Jewish people in power - the wealthy, the 
influential, the leaders and the people with important 
positions, the movers and shakers - they were satisfied 
with the status quo. 
 
The upper crust and those functioning well in society 
are never interested in change - unless that change 
would safely benefit them or their agenda. A safe 
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benefit is one that must be an obvious improvement 
from their point of view, and it must come without much 
risk of losing what they already have. 
 
That is human nature. The definition of conservativism 
is a resistance to change, because they believe that 
the system is working. The definition of liberalism is a 
desire for change, because they believe the system 
isn’t working. 
 
In a limited sense, Jesus was a liberal and the 
Sadducees, Pharisees and other, well to do, Jews were 
conservatives. There is nothing conservatives hate 
more than liberals, because liberals are trying to upset 
the apple cart.  
 
People benefiting from a system, no matter how 
corrupt and immoral will do anything to keep a usurper 
from changing it… Ever hear of the Civil War? Ever 
hear of North Korea? 
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During Passion Week, Jesus entered the Portico near 
the Court of the Gentiles in the Temple. There He saw 
the place filled with vendors conducting business. It 
was like a busy bazar, an open market, like a swap 
meet from the 70’s, but with livestock and birds. 
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That was the primary business being conducted. The 
sale of cattle, sheep and doves for sacrifice, along with 
changing unacceptable money into acceptable money 
to pay the Annual Temple Tax, render one’s tithes and 
offerings. Not only was the Temple area filled with the 
bartering commotion of commercialization, it was full of 
animals doing what animals do - do-do. 
 
Imagine the scene in the Temple - the noise - the smell 
- the semi-controlled chaos. Add to that, the reality that 
this was the only game in town. It was a monopoly 
controlled by the power elite - Primarily by the High 
Priest’s family. 
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You might think that since it was a monopoly run by the 
religious leaders charged by God to mediate for, assist, 
and teach the people, that it would be more than fair 
trade. You would think that they would run the business 
as a non-profit. 
 
You’d be wrong. Not only had the Priests, Rabbis and 
Scribes turned the Temple Court into a place of 
business, it was a corrupt business that took 
advantage of those least able to afford it and unable to 
change it.    
 
Jesus called it a “Robbers Den.” In Matthew, Mark and 
Luke, the focus is on the corrupt nature of the 
exploitation of the people and all three Gospels zero in 
on the selling of doves. Only the poorest people bought 
doves to sacrifice. Jesus was most offended that the 
rich and powerful, were cheating the poorest and 
weakest people in the society - the very people the rich 
and powerful were supposed to care for and protect. 
 
Then from the Fourth Gospel… John 2:14-21, from the 
Message Bible gives us the gist even if it was an earlier 
episode. 14MSGJesus found the Temple teeming with 
people selling cattle and sheep and doves. The loan 
sharks were also there in full strength. 15Jesus put 
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together a whip out of strips of leather and chased 
them out of the Temple, stampeding the sheep and 
cattle, upending the tables of the loan sharks, spilling 
coins left and right. 16He told the dove merchants, “Get 
your things out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house 
into a shopping mall!” 17That’s when his disciples 
remembered the Scripture, “Zeal for your house 
consumes me.” 18But the Jews were upset. They 
asked, “What credentials can you present to justify 
this?” 19Jesus answered, “Tear down this Temple and 
in three days I’ll put it back together.” 20They were 
indignant: “It took forty-six years to build this Temple, 
and you’re going to rebuild it in three days?” 21But 
Jesus was talking about his body as the Temple.  
 
You might think that this is a strange event to highlight 
on Resurrection Sunday. Many people don’t 
understand why Jesus did what He did. Some people 
actually think it was unchristlike… A few even think it 
bordered on sin. Others use it to excuse their own 
angry outbursts. I would like you to see something 
quite striking, that most people miss. 
 
We just read where Jesus defended His actions based 
upon His own sacrificial death. The Jewish leadership 
infuriated by the audacity of Jesus and no doubt upset 
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at the disruption of their profits demand to know who 
He thinks He is and by what authority does He act.  
 
What did Jesus actually do? He stopped the sacrifices. 
Mark mentions in his account, chapter 11, verse 16, 
that Jesus would not allow anyone to carry any of the 
sacrifices or offerings into the Temple proper. 
 
Jesus disrupted the sacrificial system to make a 
symbolic point no one seemed to grasp. Why do you 
disrupt our system? Jesus’ answer was, because I am 
going to be the final and perfect sacrifice that will 
forever end the need for such things. 
 
Many of the people there that day saw the Temple 
completely destroyed by Rome and since that moment, 
20 centuries ago, the Jews have been unable to 
sacrifice. 
 
What they don’t get, is the sacrifice has already been 
made. 
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On Thursday, Jesus met with His disciples in the upper 
room of a building less than half a mile from the Temple 
complex. 
 
Once there He did something quite remarkable. He 
washed their feet. It was an act of humble service that 
He said His followers should adopt. Not so much the 
specific act itself, but the attitude of serving others. 
 
Jesus specifically said washing their feet was just an 
example of the kind of sacrificial love and devotion they 
should have for each other (John 13:15) 
 
It is as the Apostle Paul wrote in Philippians 2:1-8,  
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1NIVTherefore if you have any encouragement from 
being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if 
any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness 
and compassion, 2then make my joy complete by 
being like-minded, having the same love, being one in 
spirit and of one mind. 3Do nothing out of selfish 
ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 
others above yourselves, 4not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 
5In your relationships with one another, have the same 
mindset as Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in very nature 
God, did not consider equality with God something to 
be used to his own advantage; 7rather, he made 
himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness. 8And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross!  
    
It has been called Maundy Thursday for at least 1,600 
years. Maundy from Latin mandatum, from which we 
get mandatory or mandate. 
 
In explaining why, He had washed their feet, Jesus 
said, 34NIrV“I give you a new command (mandatum). 
Love one another. You must love one another, just as I 
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have loved you. 35If you love one another, everyone 
will know you are my disciples” (John 13:34&35). 
 
Command in the Latin Vulgate Bible is mandatum. It is 
mandatory for Jesus’ disciple to love one another in 
tangible ways, just as He, Himself, does. 
 

Satan had been working on Judas Iscariot for some 
time. Judas was disappointed in Jesus. He was 
frustrated by the slow progress and he was irritated by 
the rebuke Jesus had given him a few nights earlier. 
 
I think Judas just wanted to goose Jesus. Just turn up 
the heat and get Jesus to start the revolution. I do not 
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think it ever entered his mind that as a result of his 
direct actions Jesus would be brutally murdered. 
 
Because Judas had been entertaining Satan’s 
murmuring lies, at the supper, Satan entered him fully 
and possessed him (Luke 22:3, John 13:27). At that 
moment Jesus turned to him and said, “What you are 
about to do, do quickly.” Judas left.  
 

With His betrayer gone, Jesus turned His attention to 
His true disciples and instituted Holy Communion. The 
same Communion we will celebrate in a few minutes. 
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After the meal they sang a final hymn. It was Psalm 
118, In part it says, 1NIVGive thanks to God, for he is 
good; his love endures forever… 8NIVIt is better to 
take refuge in God than to trust in humans… 17NIVI 
will not die but live, and will proclaim what God has 
done… 20NIVThis is the gate of God through which the 
righteous may enter…  
22The stone the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone… 25aNIVLord, save us! 26aNIVBlessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord… 29NIVGive 
thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures 
forever.  
 
“Lord save us!” In Hebrew, יָעה יהוה ָאָנא ָנא הֹושִׁ  (ä-nä Yä-
wā hō-shē-ä nä). It is shortened to Hō-shē-ä-nä, as a 
shout, plea or cry, and through orthographic 
transcription into Greek, it becomes ὡσαννά (hō-sän-
nä), then into English, as the familiar Hosanna. 
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They got up and walked out of the city across the 
Kidron Valley to the east and up onto the western slope 
of the Mount of Olives to the Garden of Gethsemane 
overlooking the Temple. 
 
It was there that the full weight of what was to come 
enveloped Jesus. He asked His disciples to pray with 
Him and they were unable. 
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His anxiety was so great that Luke records Him “Being 
in agony He was praying very fervently; and His sweat 
became like drops of blood, falling down upon the 
ground” (Luke 22:44). 
 
He prayed that if it was possible the Father would find 
another way… But in the depth of that difficulty he 
followed His request with, “Yet NOT My will, but rather 
Your Will be done” (Matthew 26:39, Mark 14:36, Luke 
22:42). 
 
Three times Jesus struggled mightily and each time He 
prayed, 42bNASB“My Father, if this cannot pass away 
unless I drink it, Your will be done” (Matthew 26:39, 
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Mark 14:42&44). Then Jesus came to His disciples and 
said, 46NASB“Get up, let us be going; behold, the one 
who betrays Me is at hand!” (Matthew 26:46, Mark 
14:42). 
 

Trust in God is when you are sweating blood and you 
still stand up and meet Judas. 
 
Jesus was arrested, His friends were scattered, and his 
enemies gloated. He was taken to the High Priest’s 
Complex. Questioned first by the patriarch and former 
High Priest Annas, while his son-in-law Caiaphas the 
current High Priest assembled a court. 
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The High priest, fed up with conflicting testimony, came 
up to Jesus and directly said to Him, “63bNASBI adjure 
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You by the living God, that You tell us whether You are 
the Christ, the Son of God” (Matthew 26:63). Jesus 
said, 62aNASB“I am!” (Mark 14:62a). “I AM,” ἐγώ εἰμί 
(ĕ-gō ā-mē), I AM, that which I AM - I EXIST. That 
means I AM the eternal, immutable, unchanging pure 
existence that spoke every conditional thing into its 
becoming, I AM the self-existent, same yesterday, 
today and tomorrow omniscient, omnipotent, 
omnipresent Creator you think you know. 
 
And to fulfil the Messianic Psalm (Psalm 110), 
62bNASB“You will see ME, the Son of Man, sitting at 
the right hand of the Mighty One,” And to fulfil Daniel’s 
prophetic word concerning the Messiah you will see Me 
62cNASB“Coming on the clouds of heaven” (Daniel 
7:13&14, Mark 14:62). 
 
People often say that Jesus never claimed to be God. 
Well, maybe they don’t get it, but the people back then 
sure did. 63NASBThe high priest tore his clothes. “Why 
do we need any more witnesses?” he asked. 64“You 
have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” They 
all condemned him as worthy of death” (Mark 
14:63&64). 
 



30 
 
By 3 p.m. that day, Jesus had been ridiculed, cursed, 
abused, beaten, dragged all over the city, from one trial 
to the next. He had been flogged nearly to death, 
crowned with thorns, marched to Golgotha, and nailed 
to a cross. 
 

From there the people despised Him. They openly 
mocked Jesus, and they hurled insults at Him saying, 
42bNIV“Let him come down now from the cross, and 
we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God. Let God 
rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the 
Son of God’” (Matthew 27:42b&43). 
 
John 19:28 records Jesus saying, “I am thirsty.” 
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Mark 15:24 states that they, 24NASB“Divided up His 
garments among themselves, casting lots for them to 
decide what each man should take.”  
 
About that time, 46NASBJesus cried out with a loud 
voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My 
God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Matthew 
27:46). In Hebrew it is more like… 
י ] ִ֣ י ֵאלִׁ לִׁ ה ֵאֵ֭ י ָלָמִ֣ נִׁ ֲעַזְבָתָּ֑  (ālē ālē lä-mä ä-zäv-tä-nē)], but 
whether in Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek or English, it was 
never Jesus despairing - never Jesus lacking faith, 
never Jesus fearing… What it is, is a Rabbinical style 
quotation of Psalm 22, to call to mind and apply the 
entire Psalm, which says, in part… 
  
Psalm 22:  
6NIVBut I am a worm and not a man, scorned by 
everyone, despised by the people. 7All who see me 
mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads. 8“He 
trusts in the Lord,” they say, “let the Lord rescue him. 
Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.”  
15My mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue 
sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of 
death. 16Dogs surround me, a pack of villains encircles 
me; they pierce my hands and my feet. 17All my bones 
are on display; people stare and gloat over me. 18They 
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divide my clothes among them and cast lots for my 
garment. 19But you, Lord, do not be far from me. You 
are my strength; come quickly to help me.  
23aYou who fear the Lord, praise him! 
24For he has not despised or scorned the suffering of 
the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from him 
but has listened to his cry for help.  
31They will proclaim his righteousness, declaring to a 
people yet unborn: He has done it!  
 
John 19:30, records Jesus saying, “It is finished!” 
 
Then, 46NIVJesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, 
into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said 
this, he breathed his last (Luke 23:46).  
Matthew 27:51, 51NLTAt that moment the curtain in the 
sanctuary of the Temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom. The earth shook, rocks split apart.” Verse 54, 
54NLTThe Roman officer and the other soldiers at the 
crucifixion were terrified by the earthquake and all that 
had happened. They said, “This man truly was the Son 
of God!”  
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Jesus was quickly buried nearby just as the special 
sabbath day began at roughly nightfall. It was special 
because that year the Passover as reckoned by the 
Jewish elite and the Sabbath coincided. It is called a 
High or Great Sabbath as confirmed in John’s Gospel. 
 
Through archeological evidence we now know for sure, 
that the Essenes and other Jewish groups used a 
slightly different calendar than the power elite 
Sadducees and Pharisees. 
 
Jesus was put into the tomb on Friday, no one could be 
near His body throughout the High Sabbath, which 
ended at nightfall Saturday. Some of Jesus’ disciples 
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gathered the necessary oils, spices and other burial 
items that evening, but no one would have ever 
dreamed of going to the graveyard at night. So, early 
the next morning the ladies, eager to properly care for 
Jesus’ body, went to His tomb. 
 
That’s confirmed in Mark 16:1&2, 1NETWhen the 
Sabbath was over (around 6 p.m. Saturday), Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought aromatic spices so that they might go and 
anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the 
week, at sunrise, they went to the tomb.  
 

All four Gospels record what happened next - what we 
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celebrate today. I love the way Luke tells it. He says 
the ladies found the cover stone rolled back and the 
tomb empty. Then, 4NLTAs they stood there puzzled, 
two men suddenly appeared to them, clothed in 
dazzling robes. 5The women were terrified and bowed 
with their faces to the ground. Then the men asked, 
“Why are you looking among the dead for someone 
who is alive? 6aHe isn’t here! He is risen!”  
 
On the third day, which was the first day of the week, 
what is for us, Sunday morning (as confirmed by the 
earthquake mentioned by Matthew and the explicit 
words in Mark). Jesus bodily rose from the grave and 
physically appeared to more than 500 people over a 
40-day period, eating, drinking and materially 
interacting with them, and yet was able to change His 
appearance and to manifest at will, at various times, in 
various places, including inside locked rooms. 
(Matthew 28:1&2, Mark 16:9, I Corinthians 15:4, etc.) 
 
He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and He will return again (Acts 1:1-
11, etc.). 
 
Now, my friends, please understand a very important 
point. Everything I’ve talked about today is interesting, 
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it is a captivating story, it is miraculous, and it is 
supernatural. It is a joyous thing that Jesus rose from 
the dead… it’s a Hollywood ending. 
 
It’s nothing more than that, unless we understand why 
He came in the first place, more importantly why He 
died. 
 
Jesus did not die to provide the necessary set up so 
that He could be miraculously resurrected. 
 
Jesus died because of sin. Not His sin, your sin and my 
sin. Our sin was imputed to Him as though it was His. 
God the Father made Jesus, “Who knew no sin to be 
sin.” Why would God make Jesus, “Who knew no sin to 
be sin”? He did it, “On our behalf, so that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him” (II 
Corinthians 5:21bNASB). 
 
We are not here today to celebrate a happy story about 
Jesus coming back to life. We are here to celebrate 
what His bodily resurrection proved. 
 
It proved that Jesus was precisely Who He claimed to 
be. It proved that Jesus is the Word of God made flesh 
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and that as the perfect sacrifice for sin He truly 
destroyed sins effect, which is decay and death. 
 
Sin is such a big deal it cost Him His life.  
 

But He willingly surrendered to that substitutionary 
death for you… But only if you acknowledge your sin, 
recognizing the gravity of it… Then fall on your 
knees… confess your sin… Repent of it, casting it 
away from you and fully embrace Jesus as your one 
and only Savior and so, as your one and only Lord. 
Only then can anyone be saved. But then… Anyone, 
can be saved. 
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Turn to Jesus, accept His death in your place as the 
only acceptable offering for sin. Embrace the fact that 
He already paid the debt you and I cannot pay.  
 
Know that “It is finished,” because He rose and know 
that He’s on His way back for His church and His 
reward is with Him (John 19:30, Revelation 22:12). 


