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How did the Jewish leaders view Jesus and His attempt to influence the people? 
 

From their perspective who was protecting the sheep? 
 

Is it possible that you hold a position that you believe honors God, that actually dishonors Him? 
 

 
 
When we think, say, or do things counter to God’s Will and rationalize it as trivial, okay, or even as 
acceptable, we call evil, _______ (Isaiah 5:20). 
 

“Examine yourselves!” (II Corinthians 13:5). Pointing out the sins of _______, while 
rationalizing your _______, is the hypocrisy Jesus condemned (Luke 6:42, etc.). 

 
 
 
Jesus said in Matthew 22:37-40, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments depend the whole Law and 
the Prophets.” 
 

Paul consolidated those two commands to just one in Galatians 5:14, “For the whole law is 
fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
If you truly _______ your neighbor, you cannot possibly _______ – the two things are mutually 
exclusive. 

 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the offering plate or the 
prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 



2 

 
Agapê is a gift from God that is dependent upon right-relationship with Him. Only then, can you be a 
conduit through whom God shares His Agapê with others. What’s required? Perfect sinlessness 
(Matthew 5:48, etc.) 
 

1) As a Christian you are perfectly sinless in _______ presently. 
 
2) As a Christian the closer you are to an efficient exchange of ________ the closer you are to 
personally being ________ in actual fact. 
 
3) As a Christian… you will get there ______ ______. 

 
Matthew 7:12, “In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to 
treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.” 

  
 
 
If you don’t love someone for exactly who they are, you ______ love them at all… You love you. Your 
self-love, in this case, is a love of your own idealized _______ of who you wish the other person was. 
 

It takes God to love those who make your life _______. It isn’t to say that we ignore ______, or 
that we don’t set appropriate _________, but it is to say, that to Agapê another is to love them 
without conditions, regardless of performance, and irrespective of their lovability.  

 
God never intended for us to _______ His Agapê for ourselves, but for us to share with 
others. In doing so we have truly reflected His love back to Him. 

 
 
 
It would be easy to think of Jesus’ opponents as unusually evil, but to do so, not only misrepresents 
what actually ________, it also lets you and me off the hook. 
 

Is my self-service a disservice to another? 
  
 
 
JOHN 10:11 ~ “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” 
 
The thing that makes Jesus the ______ is precisely the thing that makes Him the Good Shepherd.  
 

The word “Good,” in an absolute sense only applies to God. “God alone is Good,” that’s 

ἀγαθός (ä-gä-thŏs). Here it is καλός (kä-lŏs), which is more like flawlessly ________. In 

Matthew 7:17, Jesus said, “So every good (ἀγαθός) tree bears good (καλός) fruit.” From a 

good (Godly) character, beautiful things come forth. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
Write a brief note – detach and place in the offering, or the prayer box, or give it to a Deacon or Elder. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name _________________________________ Address ___________________________________________________ 
Phone ________________________ Email _____________________________________________________________ 
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So far in chapter 10, Jesus has been using simple 
every-day examples related to animal husbandry to 
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demonstrate that He is the One and Only True 
Shepherd of the people of Israel and beyond. His 
analogies have simultaneously painted the Jewish 
leaders as nothing more than “thieving robbers who 
steal and kill and destroy” (John 10:10). 

 
It's been a little while, so as a very quick review… An 
adult man who was born blind, who had never seen a 
thing in his entire life, was given His sight by Jesus. 
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Those leaders saw it as a sham to defraud. Here was 
Jesus, who from their perspective, was a known 
Sabbath Law breaker, and so, clearly an enemy of 
God. Therefore, a charlatan in league with the Devil, 
trying to pull one over on the Jewish people and lead 
them astray. A cheap magician aiming to lead them 
away from God and to their eternal destruction. 
 
So, yes, of course they were hostile towards an agent 
of the Satan. It was their duty. Yes, of course they were 
antagonistic in their interrogation and treatment of the 
man and his parents. Yes, of course they booted the 
man out of Jewish life when he sided with Jesus, 
because that meant that he was siding with the phony 
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illusionist, instead of with God’s appointed leaders of 
the Jewish faith. 
 
While their response to the situation was harsh and 
unyielding, from their point of view, they were 
protecting the sheep from a wolf – they were protecting 
the people from Jesus. 

 
Can you see how easy it is for people to become 
entrenched in a position that they believe honors, 
supports, and defends God, when in actuality it is the 
precisely the opposite? Can you see that you do that? 
 
I have been told by hundreds, if not thousands of 
people, that God loves them and has blessed them and 
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desperately wants them to be happy as not just a 
justification for clearly sinful behavior, but as a 
celebration of it. Yet, those same people would wag a 
judgmental finger at anyone else making the same 
claim justifying a different flavor of sin. 
 
The Apostle Paul wasn’t kidding when He commanded 
Christians to “Examine yourselves!” (II Corinthians 
13:5). You cannot blatantly violate God’s instructions 
and assume that He does not care. You cannot “call 
evil good, and good evil” (Isaiah 5:20), 
and assume that God won't respond. You cannot say 
that you are a wonderful Christian if you keep all of 
Christ’s commands save the one that you don’t want to 
keep. Pointing out the sins of others while rationalizing 
your own is the exact hypocrisy condemned by Jesus 
(Luke 6:42, etc.). 
 
We’re not drifting into legalism here, I’m simply saying 
that God is never going to give you permission to flaunt 
His commands, let alone reward you for doing so. His 
commands derive directly from His character. To abuse 
His command is to abuse Him personally. 
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To demonstrate to you that I’m not talking about rules 
and regulations… I ask you to think about the two 
commandments that Jesus said summed up the 
entirety of God’s Law. Recorded in Matthew 22:37-40, 
Jesus said, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’ This is the great and foremost commandment. 
The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ On these two commandments depend the 
whole Law and the Prophets.” 
 
How can love, be the whole deal, when the Bible says 
that it is “impossible to please God” unless one has 
faith – unless one “believes that God is,” as Don 
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brought up last week. Unless one believes that “God is 
a rewarder of those who seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6)? 
That seems like faith, belief and seeking, not love. 
 
How can love, be the whole deal, when Jesus said no 
one can enter Heaven unless they are “Born again” 
(John 3:3)? Rebirth doesn’t sound like love either. 
 
How can love, be the whole deal, when Jesus said no 
one can be Saved apart from believing in His Name 
(John 3:15-18)? 
 
How can love, be the whole deal, when the Bible talks 
about so many other things? Oftentimes people think 
that the Bible is talking about multiple things, when it is 
really only one thing being looked at from another 
perspective, or when a particular aspect of a single 
thing is being stressed. 
 
Everything that I just brought up is really just one thing. 
Surrendering to the Salvation offered by the Father 
through the substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus as 
revealed by the Holy Spirit is the same thing as 
seeking God in faith. It is also the same thing as 
believing in Him. That faith grants rebirth from above. 
Rebirth from above or being born again, is to be 
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indwelt by the Holy Spirit and since God is Love the 
possibility to love is passed along. We can now love 
God, and love others, which proves that we are His. 

 
Interestingly, the Apostle Paul, ordained by Jesus and 
under the Divine Inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
consolidated those two commands to just one in 
Galatians 5:14, where he wrote that the whole Law is 
fulfilled in the single statement, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 
 
This is what legalists never get… The entirety of what 
God wants to see from His children is that they would 
love one another. If you truly love your neighbor, you 
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cannot possibly sin – the two things are mutually 
exclusive. 

 
Why? Because, in every case, the word translated as 
love is Agapê. Agapê is an unnatural, counter-intuitive, 
and frankly, insane choice to love another without 
regard to their lovability. It is to love from your 
character not due to their character. Now, according to 
the Bible, no person has a character capable of loving 
like that. 
 
That means that in order to Agapê others you must 
have God’s Agapê gifted to you in sufficient quantity to 
share – we’ve already established that you don’t have 
any of your own. That means that you are a distributer, 
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a middleman, a conduit where God shares His Agapê 
through you to another person. 
 
If that’s not happening the problem could theoretically 
be with the Manufacturer (God), with the Distributer 
(you), or with the Receiver (the other person). Does 
anyone seriously believe that God would be stingy with 
the very thing that He is? Does anyone truly think that 
God would be miserly with the very thing that He 
commands you to spread? Then, is it possible that the 
lack of Agapê is due to the Manufacturer’s supply? 
 
So, if you Agapê others it is only because you’re 
receiving an abundant flow of Agapê from God. That is 
only possible when He and you are in right-relationship 
with each other. The quality of your relationship with 
God will always be due to you, never to Him. He has 
already poured His love out to you in a super-
overabundance that could never possibly run low. 
 
If there is a supply problem it is with you, not God. You 
are either not receiving His supply, or you are hoarding 
it. For this to work, you must be right with God, 
meaning that the never-ending flow of Agapê from Him 
is being received by you and reflected back to Him in a 
kind of loop. That right relationship establishes the 
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supply chain and motivates the distribution. Now, we’re 
in the family business. 
 
What does right-relationship with God require? As an 
absolute minimum, it requires perfect sinlessness. I did 
not stutter. Talking about this very things Jesus said, 
“You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). 
 
There are three types of perfect sinlessness that I want 
to mention. 1) First, as a Christian you are perfectly 
sinless in Christ Jesus the one and only means of 
perfect sinlessness. By His sacrifice, you are 
exonerated for your sin and while that means that you 
are no longer evil, it does not mean that you’re good. 
So, Jesus clothes you in His Robe of Righteousness. 
When you stand in Him, what is seen is Him. 
 
Technically, your sin in its entirety was imputed to 
Jesus as though it was His. Accepting Him, His 
righteousness is imputed to you as though it were 
yours. 
 
2) Second, and this is where the disconnect resides, as 
a Christian the closer you are to an efficient exchange 
of Agapê the closer you are to personally being sinless 
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in actual fact. If you could get to a place where you 
receive all the Agapê that God has sent your way and 
absorb it all without missing a drop and then give it all 
back, again without missing a drop – well the loop is 
100% efficient. Now, I’ll warn you, that degree of 
efficiency is not possible while we are stuck in the 
physical world. There is simply too much hurt, too 
much fear, too little faith. 
 
That sad fact means that we should strive for 
sinlessness all the more, to be right with Him all the 
more, to be like Him all the more, by loving all the 
more. It should never be an excuse to give up on it as 
a hopeless quest. In this case it really is the journey, 
not the prize. 
 
3) Third, you will get there some day, because that is 
precisely what Heaven is. Heaven is perfect 
sinlessness, because Agapê will be perfected in all of 
us once and for all. There will be no more tears, there 
will be complete harmony in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
forevermore. That’s what you are in Christ and that’s 
what you’ll eventually be in Heaven. And that’s why we 
strive now. It’s time to start acting like who we are in 
Him and who we will be for all eternity. 
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The point? It is impossible to sin against God if you 
Agapê others. That covers the first few 
Commandments written by God on the stone tablets 
Moses carried down the mountain. 
 
I hope that it is obvious that the actual selfless loving of 
others covers all the rest of the Ten Commandments. It 
is impossible to dishonor your parents, murder another, 
commit adultery against your spouse, steal from your 
fellow, bear false witness against a person, or covet 
your neighbor’s life, if you self-sacrificingly love. 
 
By definition you cannot gossip about another, harshly 
judge another, be jealous of another, be cruel to 
another, if you love them without conditions. 
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There is not an honest and sensible person who 
wouldn’t want to be treated that way. Jesus 
commanded us to treat others that way in Matthew 
7:12, “In everything, therefore, treat people the same 
way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and 
the Prophets.” In case you thought that it was only Paul 
who could sum up the entirety of God’s desire for us in 
one statement about loving others, Jesus beat him to 
the punch. 
  
What’s ironic is I have come to know, over my 6 plus 
decades, that not only do I lack the character to love 
that way in my strength, I also do not have a character 
that is lovable to anyone else. I am not lovable. It is 
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possible that you have discovered the same thing 
about yourself. Well Scott, that’s a nice thought, but 
how is that ironic, you ask. 
 
All human beings experience the pain of rejection by 
other human beings because we fail to live up to their 
expectation of us. What’s ironic, is even so, we never 
skip a beat doing it to others. This is the human 
condition. 

 
The first time I heard the concept spoken out loud, was 
when I was a Marine. My best friend and I were both 
Staff Sergeants and we were sharing a room while on 
a weapons deployment. 
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He was a night-shift supervisor, and I had days. It was 
his birthday. His shift ended early, maybe around 
midnight. He partied. A lot, apparently. Some troops 
carried him into our room at about 3 o’clock in the 
morning, waking me from a sound sleep. Craziness 
ensued. Between me venting my frustration in a 
uniquely Marine fashion, and the now nervous junior 
troops trying to get him into bed quickly, things got 
intense and then a small telltale noise and all eyes 
turned to my friend as he refunded the nights 
overindulgence – everywhere. If you’ve seen the first 
episode of Santa Clarita Diet, you understand. 
 
I was extremely disappointed in him, to say the least. 
He came to me a few days later and simply said, “I’m 
sorry that I failed to live up to your expectation of me.” 
What I realize from that is that I was judging him based 
on his mistake. Even more though, I realize that our 
friendship, our brotherhood, my love for him as my best 
friend – was a lie. I didn’t care about him as a person, 
or about his struggles in life, at least not enough to put 
up with him when it wasn’t pleasant. I had simply 
enjoyed his company as long as his company was 
reasonably enjoyable. 
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Who was I to judge him? Hadn’t I, in judging him, failed 
to live up to his expectation of me as his friend? What 
is love if it is conditioned by the performance of the 
other person? 
 
I will tell you exactly what it is… It is love for self, 
masquerading as love for someone else. In every such 
case, the person you love is you. You think you love 
the other person, but what you really love about them 
is how they make you feel when they are in your life. 
So, obviously, once the effort to keep the relationship 
intact outweighs what you perceive is the advantage 
that you’re getting from the relationship… 
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Eject, bail out, bail out, bail out! It’s time to move on – 
it’s time for divorce. 
 
Look, my dear friends, if you don’t love someone for 
exactly who they are, you don’t love them at all… You 
love you. Your self-love, in this case, is a love of your 
own idealized version of who you wish the other person 
was. If only they did this. If only they would stop doing 
that. If only they… 
 
Jesus spoke harshly against such self-serving 
relationships saying that even the evil heathens love 
those who love them. Any human being in their own 
power can love themselves enough to love those who 
make their life better. 
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It takes God to love those who make your life worse. 
 
It isn’t to say that we ignore sin, or that boundaries are 
not vital to a healthy relationship, but it is to say, that to 
Agapê another is to love them without conditions, 
regardless of performance, and irrespective of their 
lovability.  
 
Agapê is a choice to love another by accepting them, 
protecting them, standing with them, come what may. 
“For better, or for worse, for richer, or for poorer, in 
sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death 
us do part.” 
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What marriage, in the entire sweep of human history, 
ended in a divorce for any reason other than, things got 
worse? And yet, there it is, right there in the covenant 
we made in the sight of Almighty God. We can apply 
the principle to every relationship with everyone. 

 
That kind of love can only come from God Himself 
manifested through a Christian filled with the Holy Spirit 
who has surrendered to be Christ’s hands and feet in 
this world. That’s why both Jesus and His Apostle Paul 
can sum up everything that God wants from us in a 
single statement about loving others. It is impossible 
without being right with God through the only Savior 
that He has provided, Christ Jesus our Lord, and so 
becomes the proof that we are Saved. 
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We love God with all that we are only because He has 
first loved us and has poured His perfect love into us. 
Earlier I talked about a perfect loop of Agapê flowing 
from God through you and then back to God without a 
single drop being lost. Only in God’s economy can 
such a loop incorporate other people. Think about it 
like this… Imagine that God pours His Agapê into you 
vertically from above. Imagine that you stretch your 
arms out horizontally, like Jesus did, and that all that 
Agapê flows out from you to all others near you. In 
God’s economy, His Agapê has served His purpose 
and so it is the same as if it had been sent right back to 
God from you in the closed loop. 
 
God never intended for us to hoard His Agapê for 
ourselves, but for us to share with others. In doing so 
we have truly reflected His love back to Him. 
 
Focus on allowing God’s Agapê to flow from you to 
others and you will be doing all that God asks of you. 
You will be acting like Him, you will be the hands and 
feet of Jesus, you will be allowing the Holy Spirit to 
manifest through you, and you will be practicing for 
how things will be in Heaven. 
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One last thought… In thousands of polls, they have 
asked people about decreasing morality, or increasing 
rudeness, or other similar things to assess the 
perceived decline of western civilization. Nearly all 
respondents say that we are in a freefall. Typically, 
about 90% of people think that immorality, rudeness, 
hostility, road rage, bullying, and the like are all 
increasing and that they are serious problems. On 
average, less than 10% think that they are part of the 
problem. Basically, 9 out of 10 of us say that Americans 
are rude and immoral. What’s amazing is 9 out of 10 of 
us say that it’s not us, it’s the other guy. 
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This entire side eddy that has taken almost all of our 
time today is designed to get you examining yourself. 
In our John study, it would be easy to think of Jesus’ 
opponents as unusually evil, self-righteous, self-
promoting, pig-headed, intransigents. But, to do so, not 
only misrepresents what actually happened, it also lets 
you and me off the hook. 
 
The body of Jewish leaders then, like any modern body 
of leaders now, were diverse in their personalities and 
their character. One of the things that we know about 
group dynamics can be summed up by the adage “A 
person is smart; people are dumb.” We see in the Bible 
where individuals of the Ruling Council make wise 
suggestions to the group, only to be ruthlessly shot 
down. 
 
It’s very easy to get caught up with the mob and the 
next thing you know you’ve done something that you 
would never have done acting alone. Guard yourself. 
Examine yourself. Do not be carried along by popular 
opinion or by your own opinion, by the Holy Spirit’s 
direction in perfect conformity to the Bible. God does 
not change… Ever. 
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Ask yourself, is my attitude and behavior indicative of 
unconditionally loving others, or are others being 
harmed in my service to myself? It’s quite simple, but it 
is also easily rationalized. I have a certain attitude, or 
say a few words, or take a little action here or there, 
and if I’m not intentional about it, I know that it will 
serve my interests. That’s how I’m hardwired. It’s how 
we are all hardwired. 
 
So, I look at that and ask, in putting myself first, have I 
caused injury to anyone, starting with God, and ending 
with people on the other side of the planet. Is my self-
service a disservice to another? We need an example. 
 
This is a far too common issue in America today. Let’s 
say that we have two mature, divorced, church-going 
people, now engaged to be married to each other. For 
a host of rationalized reasons, they decide to live 
together, months before the wedding. What’s the 
problem? Well, we wouldn’t have enough time in a 
month to go through all the theological, relational, 
physiological, sociological, and psychological issues in 
play. Fortunately, we don’t need to dissect it that far, all 
we need to do is ask; what message does it send to 
the world about Christians? What are the other men, 
women, and children in their church to learn from it? 
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What does it teach their own unmarried children? It is 
self-service, which is clearly a disservice to many 
others, and yet, it is perfectly rationalized away as 
reasonable, good, Godly, and wholesome. 
 
What is insane is that every one of us is doing that 
exact thing. Oh, not the specifics, but the principle. We 
serve ourselves at the expense of others and call that 
evil, good. 
 
In this case, it’s not “What would Jesus do?” It is “What 
did Jesus do?” 

 
Back to our story in John chapter 10 for our single 
verse today. After making a clear distinction between 
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Himself and His opponents Jesus clarified His position, 
first by establishing His foundation for His role as the 
One and Only True Shepherd. He proclaimed in verse 
7, “I AM that which I AM, I Exist as the Door between 
God and Israel. I AM the Messiah long promised to the 
Jews.” In verse 9, Jesus expanded His proclamation to 
all humans everywhere with, “I AM that which I AM, I 
Exist as the Door between God and all people. I AM 
the Door to eternal Salvation for anyone entering 
through Me.” 
 
He has unequivocally claimed to be the One and Only 
True Doorway that exists between humans and God. 
This is the basis for His claim to also be the One and 
Only True Shepherd. As we continue, we’ll see how 
both things are related, and how the second actually 
confirms the first. 
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Our single verse, John 10:11, “I am the good shepherd; 
the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” 
That’s what Jesus did. He voluntarily died so that you 
might live. He is our example. That is the polar 
opposite of acting in self-interest. That is Agapê. 
 
The thing that makes Jesus the Door is precisely the 
thing that makes Him the Good Shepherd. Jesus is a 
shepherd who lays down his life without a struggle as a 
sacrifice in place of the sheep. He dies, so that the 
sheep may live. 
 
Jesus is the One and Only Who sacrifices Himself on 
behalf of the people. The actual mechanism is that He 
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lived sinlessly and therefore earned Heaven, but 
instead of taking what was His, He allowed the Father 
to place all of your sin and all the other sin of the world 
upon Him as though it were His own sin. He then 
sacrificed Himself enduring a brutal death on a Cross 
to pay the price no human could ever pay. 

 
Imagine, “He Who knew no sin, became sin.” He Who 
could not fathom sin, had all the ugliness of sin 
imputed to Him as though it were His own and felt the 
weight of it, felt the guilt, and the disgust, and the 
regret, and all the other darkness that comes with sin. 
He took it and He paid. 
 



31 

 
Now, the proof that it worked is that death, which 
comes as the result of sin, could not hold on to Him. He 
was bodily Resurrected to live again forevermore. 
 
Obviously, no human shepherd does that for the 
sheep. That makes Jesus “the Good Shepherd.” The 
word “Good,” in an absolute sense only applies to God. 
“God alone is Good,” the Bible confirms with the word 
ἀγαθός (ä-gä-thŏs). It is not that kind of good here. 
Don’t get me wrong, the entire reason that Jesus could 
effectively lay down His life for us is because He is 
perfectly Good and therefore is God. 
 
Here, though it is a different aspect that Jesus 
addresses. Here the word is καλός (kä-lŏs), which is 
more like beautiful as in complete, or flawless, or 
harmonious. We get the word calligraphy from it which 
means to write beautifully. In Matthew 7:17, Jesus said, 
“So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree 
bears bad fruit.” The good tree is ἀγαθός, and what it 
produces is good fruit καλός. From a Good character, 
beautiful things come forth. It is the most beautiful thing 
imaginable that Jesus has done for us, and it is derived 
from His perfectly good character. 
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That’s what He’s asking of us. That we would work 
together with the indwelling Holy Spirit by actively 
yielding to His implanting of God’s perfect Goodness 
within us so that we would think, say, and do, beautiful 
things to others, just like our Master. 
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How did the Jewish leaders view Jesus and His attempt to influence the people? 
 

From their perspective who was protecting the sheep? 
 

Is it possible that you hold a position that you believe honors God, that actually dishonors Him? 
 

 
 
When we think, say, or do things counter to God’s Will and rationalize it as trivial, okay, or even as 
acceptable, we call evil, GOOD (Isaiah 5:20). 
 

“Examine yourselves!” (II Corinthians 13:5). Pointing out the sins of OTHERS, while 
rationalizing your OWN, is the hypocrisy Jesus condemned (Luke 6:42, etc.). 

 
 
 
Jesus said in Matthew 22:37-40, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments depend the whole Law and 
the Prophets.” 
 

Paul consolidated those two commands to just one in Galatians 5:14, “For the whole law is 
fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
If you truly LOVE your neighbor, you cannot possibly SIN – the two things are mutually 
exclusive. 

 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the offering plate or the 
prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 



34 

 
Agapê is a gift from God that is dependent upon right-relationship with Him. Only then, can you be a 
conduit through whom God shares His Agapê with others. What’s required? Perfect sinlessness 
(Matthew 5:48, etc.) 
 

1) As a Christian you are perfectly sinless in CHRIST presently. 
 
2) As a Christian the closer you are to an efficient exchange of AGAPÊ the closer you are to 
personally being SINLESS in actual fact. 
 
3) As a Christian… you will get there SOME DAY. 

 
Matthew 7:12, “In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to 
treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.” 

  
 
 
If you don’t love someone for exactly who they are, you DON’T love them at all… You love you. Your 
self-love, in this case is a love of your own idealized VERSION of who you wish the other person was. 
 

It takes God to love those who make your life WORSE. It isn’t to say that we ignore SIN, or 
that we don’t set appropriate BOUNDARIES, but it is to say, that to Agapê another is to love 
them without conditions, regardless of performance, and irrespective of their lovability.  

 
God never intended for us to HOARD His Agapê for ourselves, but for us to share with 
others. In doing so we have truly reflected His love back to Him. 

 
 
 
It would be easy to think of Jesus’ opponents as unusually evil, but to do so, not only misrepresents 
what actually HAPPENED, it also lets you and me off the hook. 
 

Is my self-service a disservice to another? 
  
 
 
JOHN 10:11 ~ “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” 
 
The thing that makes Jesus the DOOR is precisely the thing that makes Him the Good Shepherd.  
 

The word “Good,” in an absolute sense only applies to God. “God alone is Good,” that’s 

ἀγαθός (ä-gä-thŏs). Here it is καλός (kä-lŏs), which is more like flawlessly BEAUTIFUL. In 

Matthew 7:17, Jesus said, “So every good (ἀγαθός) tree bears good (καλός) fruit.” From a 

good (Godly) character, beautiful things come forth. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
Write a brief note – detach and place in the offering, or the prayer box, or give it to a Deacon or Elder. 
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