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MATTHEW 22:1-14 ~
1) Are we in the same danger as the Chief Priests, etc. Are we in jeopardy
of “Having a form of godliness, but denying the true power of Godliness”?
2) Jesus intentionally placed Himself on a collision course with the Cross.
He was the instigator, and He did it by calling them on their boloney.

“Jesus spoke to them again.” In Greek, it is in response to the reaction of
the Jewish leaders. What did Jesus do when He saw their anger?

The final phrase, “For many are called, but few are chosen.” Are you
ready? That’s the issue.

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or
Deacon of the church.
God Bless You!
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The implication is that the invitation went to those connected to the King
and His Son. They were unwilling to attend the celebration on the terms set
by the King. Then, all were invited without qualification. John 3:16
Are you connected to the King because you desperately love
Him and His Son, or are you just hungry?
How is it small and narrow? II Peter 1:5-11, Ephesians 6:14-17

MATTHEW 22:15-22 ~
They intentionally devised a plan to “Ensnare Jesus in a pronouncement.”
An unholy alliance with the Herodians. Luke 20:20

The “Poll Tax” was a head tax called κῆνσος (kān-sŏs), giving us our word
“Census.”

We can easily extend what the Apostle Paul taught by stating a general
principle… Whatever you do, do it for the Lord.
WHAT WOULD JESUS DO? Jesus would do what brings glory
to God.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Write a brief note – detach and place in the offering, or the prayer box, or give it to a Deacon/Elder

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Name ____________________________ Address ______________________________________________
Phone ______________________ Email ______________________________________________________
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Alêtheia ~ Matthew 22a ~ 092720
“Everything for Him”

You may remember that the last time we were together,
we looked at Jesus’ second parable in the Temple… At
the conclusion of that exchange, the Jewish leaders
were furious and had resolved in their collective heart
that Jesus must be destroyed.
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Well, here’s the third parable… Matthew 22:1-14,
1Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying, 2“The
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
gave a wedding feast for his son. 3“And he sent out his
slaves to call those who had been invited to the
wedding feast, and they were unwilling to come.
4“Again he sent out other slaves saying, ‘Tell those
who have been invited, “Behold, I have prepared my
dinner; my oxen and my fattened livestock are all
butchered and everything is ready; come to the
wedding feast.” ’ 5“But they paid no attention and went
their way, one to his own farm, another to his business,
6and the rest seized his slaves and mistreated them
and killed them. 7“But the king was enraged, and he
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sent his armies and destroyed those murderers and set
their city on fire. 8“Then he said to his slaves, ‘The
wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not
worthy. 9‘Go therefore to the main highways, and as
many as you find there, invite to the wedding feast.’
10“Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered
together all they found, both evil and good; and the
wedding hall was filled with dinner guests. 11“But when
the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw
a man there who was not dressed in wedding clothes,
12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in
here without wedding clothes?’ And the man was
speechless. 13“Then the king said to the servants,
‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer
darkness; in that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.’ 14“For many are called, but few are
chosen.”
Given what we’ve seen over the last month or so, the
meaning of the parable is quite obvious. It was quite
obvious to the Jewish elite as well.
As humans we want to make it more than it is, so we
delve into the minutia of the parable and try to turn it
into an allegory. I know I sound like a broken record on
this, but please treat the Words of God as He intended.
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That means understanding the genre of the particular
words. In this case, the Bible spells out the genre…
Verse 1, “Jesus spoke to them again in parables.”
Nothing ambiguous about that. The main gist you just
got was the main gist Jesus intended… You got it and
they got it. Now think about where that leaves us…

Here’s a way we can see it more clearly… These are
the words and thoughts of the Jewish leaders recorded
in the 21st and 22nd chapters… Chapter 21, verse 15,
“But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the
wonderful things that He had done, and the children
who were shouting in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son
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of David,” they became indignant 16and said to Him,
“Do You hear what these children are saying?” Verse
23, “When He entered the temple, the chief priests and
the elders of the people came to Him while He was
teaching, and said, “By what authority are You doing
these things, and who gave You this authority?” Verse
45, “When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard
His parables, they understood that He was speaking
about them. 46When they sought to seize Him, they
feared the people, because they considered Him to be
a prophet.” Chapter 22, Verse 15, “Then the Pharisees
went and plotted together how they might trap Him in
what He said.”
Why? The whole thing, His Triumphal Entry, His
Cleansing of the Temple, His cursing of the Barren Fig
Tree, His confounding them about His authority, but
especially His three parables to them all shout what He
plainly said to them in verse 31, “Truly I say to you that
the tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the
kingdom of God before you.”
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1) That’s just what we all got from the last parable I just
read. The biggest point for us is: Are we in the same
danger as the Chief Priests, Scribes, Pharisees,
Sadducees, Zealots, Essenes, legal experts, ignorant
Jews, complacent Jews… Are we in jeopardy of being
the same as they were? “Having a form of godliness,
but denying the true power of Godliness”?
My friends, every day ask for the Manna from
Heaven… Your daily allotment of the Bread of Life to
get you through today and each and every day… Rely
fully on the merits of Jesus - cling to Him and do not let
go.
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2) The second thing we should understand is that
Jesus intentionally placed Himself on a collision course
with the Cross. He stirred the hornet’s nest and He
relentlessly kept on stirring until His fate was absolutely
sealed.
He could have very easily extricated Himself from
harm’s way by simply apologizing and retreating. He
was the instigator. And He did it by calling them on their
boloney.

We all have our stuff, whatever it is, and in whatever
form, function, or arena, it fits. We think it’s good, or at
least good enough, and truthfully, it’s all baloney…
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What we detest, is when someone calls us on our
baloney. If a truly good man were ever to come into the
world, He would speak the Truth - in other words, He
would call people on their baloney - and they would
crucify Him for it… Plato understood and stated the
concept 300 years before Jesus was born.
Take your baloney detector and turn it around and point
it at yourself. It goes back to the first point.
Finally, knowing that Jesus pushed the Jewish elite so
hard, we can talk about a few of the interesting and
often overlooked nuggets in the parable.
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In verse 1, we read “Jesus spoke to them again.” In
Greek, we see that it is in response to the reaction of
the Jewish leaders. After the second parable the Bible
says the “Chief priests and the Pharisees… understood
that He was speaking about them,” and they wanted
“To seize” Jesus on the spot.
You’ll remember that I said He was insulting them in
many ways, some subtle and some blatant. For that,
they wanted vengeance on Him… They wanted to
seize Him, beat Him, hurt Him, murder Him… They
hated Him, they were furious and indignant with Him
and they wanted Him destroyed.
What did Jesus do when He saw their anger and
malice? He doubled, or tripled, or, I don’t know
quintupled down by telling another parable that was
more obvious and more condemning that the first two.
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On another note, not only does the Bible clearly tell us
that this is a parable, Jesus plainly says that the
parable is a comparison. Heaven is like, or similar to,
not exactly the same as the elements of the parable.
We are to take the gist, just as we have, and apply it in
general terms as a principle. The principle is that
nothing can take precedence over God and His
interests.
It is so easy to get distracted from what is important. I
need to do this, I need to tend to that, I’ll serve God
when I’m in a better position, when I have more time,
when I’m not preoccupied with, what I choose to be
preoccupied by.
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The biggest thing people get hung up on is the final
phrase, “For many are called, but few are chosen.”
Like so much of the Bible, we like to get sidetracked
with the minutia. Let’s focus our energy on deciphering
the precise meaning of “Called,” and “Chosen.” Then
let’s argue with those who interpret the meaning
differently… By doing that, we don’t have time to
actually do what the parable is telling us to do… What
it’s telling me is to be fully devoted to my King, to be
ready and willing whenever He says it’s time for the
Wedding Banquet.”
Are you ready? That’s the issue. If the King says the
feast starts right now, are you ready?
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Just so you don’t think I’m trying to skip over
controversial Scripture let me say that no one reads the
Bible and from the plain, obvious reading jumps to a
conclusion about determinism and volition. People start
with a philosophical construct that is either
deterministic, or volitional and find passages, verses,
phrases, and even single words in the Bible that they
bend to support their already existing belief.

In the parable the implication is that the invitation went
to those connected to the King and His Son. They were
unwilling to attend the celebration in the place, time,
and fashion dictated by the King. In other words, they
may have been willing to attend on their own terms, but
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not on the terms set by the King and so He destroyed
them.
Then, in order to fill the hall, the King had His guys
invite everyone remaining, regardless of their situation,
irrespective of the state… All were invited without
qualification.
That concept is confirmed by the third chapter of
John’s Gospel. 16“For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” Some make
this less restrictive than it is, and others make it more
restrictive than it is. Salvation is offered to everyone no one is excluded except those already destroyed.
The invitation is for all humans without qualification.
That’s the first part - the Good News. As Paul Harvey
used to say, Now, for the rest of the story. Some invited
guests show up, but are not properly clothed. They are
there for the food, the drink, the entertainment, but not
for a wedding.
God is never fooled. He judges the heart. What does
John 3:16 go on to say? “Whoever believes in Him.”
Not whoever believes in themselves, or in some
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preacher, or in some denomination, or who is there to
appease their wife, or their parents, or is there because
it seems like the right thing to do, or the better way to
raise kids…
Are you connected to the King because you
desperately love Him and His Son, or are you just
hungry?
That’s what it means in this context, “Many are called,
but few are chosen.” In point of fact, all are “Called.”
Few find the small gate and the narrow way that leads
to Life.
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How is it small and narrow? Well, most people define it
in a legalistic way of dos and don’ts, but that has
nothing to do with Jesus’ parable here or His Words
that I quoted. The reason it is small and narrow, and
few find it is because it requires a wholehearted
commitment to love the King and His Son and to be
eagerly anticipating the call to enter the Banquet Hall.
I’ll drop everything without even a moment’s notice to
be with my King and His Son forevermore… How about
you?
The Apostle Peter summed it up nicely in the first
chapter of his second epistle. II Peter 1:5-11, 5Now for
this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your
faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral
excellence, knowledge, 6and in your knowledge, selfcontrol, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in
your perseverance, godliness, 7and in your godliness,
brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness,
love. 8For if these qualities are yours and are
increasing, they render you neither useless nor
unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9For he who lacks these qualities is blind or
short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his
former sins. 10Therefore, brethren, be all the more
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diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing
you; for as long as you practice these things, you will
never stumble; 11for in this way the entrance into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
will be abundantly supplied to you.

Make your calling and choosing certain by conducting
yourself like you are eagerly anticipating the wedding
feast - wearing the correct attire. Wearing the Full
Armor of God in Ephesians 6:14-17, “Girded with truth,
and the breastplate of righteousness, and footwear of
the gospel of peace, and the shield of faith, and the
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Word of God.”
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Were you predestined to live forever as a welcome
guest of the King? If you live now, in complete reliance
upon Him and His invitation… Yes. If you have more
pressing matters to attend to… Probably not.

As we discussed at length a few weeks ago, the
Jewish leaders needed to destroy Jesus without
causing too much unrest. Otherwise, the Romans
would step in, and they wanted that even less than
they wanted Jesus attacking them. Therefore…
Matthew 22:15-22, 15Then the Pharisees went and
plotted together how they might trap Him in what He
said. 16And they sent their disciples to Him, along with
the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that You are
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truthful and teach the way of God in truth, and defer to
no one; for You are not partial to any. 17“Tell us then,
what do You think? Is it lawful to give a poll-tax to
Caesar, or not?” 18But Jesus perceived their malice,
and said, “Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites?
19“Show Me the coin used for the poll-tax.” And they
brought Him a denarius. 20And He said to them,
“Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21They said
to Him, “Caesar’s.” Then He said to them, “Then render
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; and to God the
things that are God’s.” 22And hearing this, they were
amazed, and leaving Him, they went away.
Again, the narrative is simple and easy to understand,
as long as we have some basic background and
context.
Verses 15 and 16 are interesting. The Pharisees were
the Bible-thumping, legalistic religious bulldogs of the
Jewish world. Many Christians I’ve met would have
been excellent Pharisees and none of them is ever
aware of that fact. Anyway, Jesus totally offended the
Elite Jews… Mostly Sadducees, but it was the
Pharisees eager to attack.
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What they did was intentionally devise a plan to, as
one translator puts it, “Ensnare Jesus in a
pronouncement.” They wanted Him to take a stand on
an issue - to make a pronouncement about something
that they could then use against Him.
They devised a question that required them to make an
unholy alliance with the Herodians. This is the first time
in the Bible that we meet the Herodians. They are
mentioned three times, here and twice in Mark’s
Gospel. They were Jews who supported the Herodian
dynasty, Herod Antipas in Galilee and Perea and by
extension advocated obedience to the Roman
government as the righteous thing to do.
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As such, they were enemies of the Pharisees and
especially of the Zealots and Essenes. Those three
groups believed in resisting any government rule that
they saw as anti-God. In other words, civil
disobedience to a government you disagreed with was
the righteous thing to do.
The Pharisees did it by teaching that the government
was evil, and so passively fighting through a policy of
hindrance. Dragging their feet, making everything the
government wanted to do more difficult. The Essenes
did it by shunning society, somewhat like the Quakers
of today, but really a lot more like the Jim Jones, or
David Koresh groups. The zealots did it through
violence - assassination, intimidation, rioting, and
active attempts at overthrowing the government in allout war… They got their wish starting about 35 years
after these events.
Their rationale was the success of the Jewish revolt
against Antiochus Epiphanes IV, and his Greek
Seleucid Empire, 150 years earlier. The Maccabees
overthrew their masters and ushered in a hundred
years of Jewish self-rule called the Hasmonean
Dynasty. They saw it as their religious duty to actively
oppose any ungodly rule… They disagreed on how.
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Centuries earlier a different course was taken with
similar results. When the Jews was taken captive into
Babylon, they obeyed their new masters seeing their
exile as a divine punishment that they endured
peaceably. They worked with the Babylonians and then
their Persian successors as model citizens and after 70
years were rewarded with a return to Israel, permission
to rebuild and assistance to do it.
The Herodians were following that model. Recognize
that God is in control of all things and so whatever
government was giving the orders, be good citizens to
the maximum extent possible without directly
disobeying God in the process.
I don’t need to tell you that we have people in all four of
those camps in America today. Today, like 2,000 years
ago… Each group, not only thinks that they are right,
they think all the others are wrong… Ultimately not
good people… Therefore, evil people, aligned with
Satan’s purposes.
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Anyway, the Pharisees conspired with their enemies
the Herodians due to the nature of the trap. If Jesus
said pay the taxes the Pharisees would have Him for
supporting the evil Romans and the people following
Jesus would turn against Him instantly. On the other
hand, if Jesus said don’t pay, the Herodians would be
there to hear it with their own ears and turn Him in to
the governing authorities for insurrection. You might
think that Jesus could simply refuse to take a stand,
but in this case, both sides could claim whatever they
wanted about His position so long as He remained
silent on the issue. In other words, If He refused to
answer, they would answer for Him, and He would
either have to agree, or refute.
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I’ve been in a similar situation with masks. My position
is I teach the Bible, I don’t force people to comply.
Because it is a political and emotionally charged issue,
very few people are happy with my refusal to mandate
either the wearing of the masks by all, or by none.
Once again, in other words, people are frustrated with
me because I won’t make everyone else do, what they
want everyone else to do. People then paint me with a
brush of their own making, assuming I take a stand that
I haven’t actually taken. It would have been the same
for Jesus.
He had to answer. It was a great, well thought out trap.
There was no possible way that Jesus could win. I like
the way Luke tells the account. Luke 20:20 says that,
“They watched Jesus, and sent spies who pretended to
be righteous, in order that they might catch Him in
some statement, so that they could deliver Him to the
rule and the authority of the governor.” It was a
perfectly laid trap… For anyone other than God.
Jesus’ answer was not only masterful, it once again
brought the conversation around to what He wanted to
talk about… Devotion to God.
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Truly give God your heart and it won’t matter much
what else happens.
From Luke’s account we know the delegation acted like
they were genuinely interested in Jesus’ ministry. The
spies they sent “Pretended to be righteous. In our
Matthew passage, verse 16, the delegation starts by
flattering Jesus. “Teacher, we know that You are truthful
and teach the way of God in truth, and defer to no one;
for You are not partial to any.”
That’s followed by their question. It isn’t a question to
gain insight or to understand - it is a question to trap. I
get that kind of question a lot. “Tell me, pastor, I’ve
heard you speak the truth without any fluff… What
version of the Bible do you use?” One of the telltale
signs of a question designed to categorize you, entrap
you, attack you… is flattery. Flattery in this case is just
bad acting. It is the overselling of a feigned, or false
interest.
Verse 18, “Jesus perceived their malice,” Luke says,
He “Detected their trickery,” and Mark says, “Knowing
their hypocrisy,” Jesus responded bluntly. “Why are you
testing Me, you hypocrites?
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You might remember from our discussion about taxes
in chapter 17 that the “Poll Tax” was a head tax called
κῆνσος (kān-sŏs), giving us our word “Census.” In the
Book of Exodus, the Jews instituted a poll tax
applicable to every male over the age of 20, which
gave them some loot, but also a way to conduct a
census of fighting men without actually counting the
people. We use the term “Poll Tax” because in America
it was often collected at the polls - the voting booth.
Pay your taxes, or don’t vote. In American history, it is
seen as a racist practice designed to keep certain
groups from voting.

28

Jesus’ answer is awe inspiring. As I said, He not only
sidestepped the trap, He brought the whole thing back
to God… Give the world what the world demands, but
far more importantly always give God your entire being.

We can easily extend what the Apostle Paul taught by
stating a general principle… Whatever you do, do it for
the Lord. Don’t make decisions based upon your
opinions, your desires, your wants, your baloney…
Make decisions and act on them for the glory of God.
WHAT WOULD JESUS DO? A worn-out cliché
perhaps, but so relevant. The problem is we don’t
really seem to know what Jesus would do. Well, I can
answer that. Jesus would do what brings glory to God.
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Wear a mask… Does that glorify God? Don’t wear a
mask… Does that glorify God? You must work that out
for yourself, but what I can promise you, is to disparage
your brothers and sisters in the Body, over opinions,
for, or against, is not what Jesus would do.

