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   Alêtheia Christian Fellowship 
                   March 3, 2019 

                      òObey Jesusó 
 

9:00 ~ Fellowship. 
10:00 ~ Service with the Kingõs Kidõs & Communion for all who are Christians 

 

NEWS 
Potluck Today 

https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/whitefish/  
Joint Elder/Deacon/Staff Meeting with Wives, March 7th 6:00pm 

 

330 N. Somers Rd. (Mail: PO Box 10626) Kalispell, MT 59904~ (406) 755-1776 
Visit the website ~ www.myaletheia.com ~ Hear a sermon at aletheiachristianfellowship.podomatic.com 

Like us on Facebook (aletheiachristianfellowship) 
Emails: pastor@myaletheia.com, secretary@myaletheia.com, kids@myaletheia.com 

 
1) What is the obedience Jesus demands? 
 
2) What is the rock foundation exactly? 
 
3) Does the Leper ask Jesus to heal him? What does that say? 
 
MATTHEW 7:24-27 ~ 24NASBñTherefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and 
acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25ñAnd 
the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; 
and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 26ñEveryone who hears these 
words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house 
on the sand. 27ñThe rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed 
against that house; and it fellðand great was its fall.ò 
 

Luke 6:46-49, James 1:22-25  
 
 
 
 
 
1) Doing Christôs Will is _____________________ to doing the Heavenly Fatherôs Will.  
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Since only God can fully know God and perfectly conform to God, and in that way 
accurately reveal God, we see that implicitly, Jesus is _______. 
 

John 1:1-18  
 
 
 
 
 
2) Only those who fully obey are saved. Is salvation Jesus plus obedience? Obedience 
is not salvific, it is ________________ of salvation. 
 
 
 
 
 
ñTherefore,ò shows that this small passage is the conclusion of the entire Sermon. It 
means everything from the opening Beatitude must be _______. 
 
 
 
 
 
We can agree with Jesus, we can respect and even praise Him, but without taking Him 
seriously enough to _______ what He said is eternally useless. 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus juxtaposed the wise man and the foolish man. Foolish is ɛɤɟɧɜ (mǾ-ἠȀn). It is 

dull, unaware, unwise, careless, foolishé A Moron. 
 
 
 
 
 
In His two abbreviated parables, Jesus confirms that there are only ______ 
possibilitiesé Whenever you encounter figurative examples you must be careful to 
correctly identify what the elements ____________________. 
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The way Jesus tells the story, it isnôt that the wise builder is so much better than the 
moronic builder - itôs just that the wise builder recognizes the need for a good 
_____________________ and looks to find a solid spot to build. 
The fool doesnôt take the time to find a good spot, because he just doesnôt see the 
____________ of the foundation. He thinks itôs all about the house. 
 
 
 
 
 
1) The wise and foolish are the saved and unsaved and specifically the 
_______________ ______________ and the careless hanger on. 
 
 
2) The violent storm represents the _________________ of life, specifically the 
persecutions and challenges related to being associated with Jesus. 
 
 
3) The foundation here, is fully _______________, _________________, 
__________________ what Jesus taught. 
 

It is an ______ or _________________ proposition. Obedience does not 
mean partial obedience.  

 
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 7:28&29 ~ 28NASBñWhen Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were 
amazed at His teaching; 29for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not 
as their scribes.  
 

 
Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 
Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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Amazed is əˊɚɐůůɤ (Ǜk-plǕs-sǾ). It is to be stunned, shocked, dumbfounded, 

astounded, astonished. What Jesus taught and how He taught it was 
________________ anything they had ever experienced before. What was it that was 
so different?  
 
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 8:1-4 ~ 1NASBWhen Jesus came down from the mountain, large crowds 
followed Him. 2And a leper came to Him and bowed down before Him, and said, ñLord, 
if You are willing, You can make me clean.ò 3Jesus stretched out His hand and touched 
him, saying, ñI am willing; be cleansed.ò And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 
4And Jesus said to him, ñSee that you tell no one; but go, show yourself to the priest 
and present the offering that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.ò  
 
This miraculous healing serves the primary purpose of showing that Jesus was indeed 
different. It serves to recognize His __________________. 
 
 
 
 
There are some startling things here. 1) A Jewish leper approached Jesus. 2) He - 

ˊɟɞůəɡɜɏɤ (pἠȀs-kü-nǝ-Ǿ) - bowed down before Jesus. 3) He called Jesus Lord. 4) He 

focused on Jesusôs Will. 5) Jesus replied with only two words ɗɏɚɤ (thǝ-lǾ) and 

əŬɗŬɟɑɕɤ (kä-thä-ἠǛ-dzǾ). 6) Jesus intentionally touched the untouchable man. 7) He 

was restored instantly. 8) Jesus commanded him to obey the Scripture, not revel in the 
supernatural. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check all that apply ï detach and place in the offering or the prayer box 
 

_____ I want to talk with the pastor about ___________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want prayer for _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want to volunteer to _____________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want more information about ______________________________________________ 
 

_____ Other __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ______________________ Address _________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
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Al°theia ~ Matthew 7h ~ 030319 

 
https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/whitefish/ 
March 6, Ash Wed., through April 14, Palm Sun. 
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Last weekôs sermon was a bit disquieting. If a passage 
of Scripture, where Jesus tells us that, ñManyò people 
who were highly involved in Christianity, will be turned 
away from heaven, doesnôt make you self-reflective, 
you need to do some self-reflection. 
 
That ñMany,ò who eagerly, expectantly, forcefully 
appeal to Jesus to be their advocate, to represent them 
- to vouch for them - but, instead, are categorically 
refused, rejected, dismissed is shocking.  
 
Rather than crossing our fingers and hoping for the 
best, it should illicit a thoughtful and prayerful 
examination of oneôs own spiritual condition. 
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In looking at that, I made the claim that the litmus test 
for that self-evaluation was whether, or not, one was 
doing Godôs Will. That litmus test was based solely on 
what Jesus had already said in His sermon previously. 
 
As we now go forward, that test is confirmedé 
 

Matthew 7:24-27 ~ 24NASBñTherefore everyone who 
hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be 
compared to a wise man who built his house on the 
rock. 25ñAnd the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it 
did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 
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26ñEveryone who hears these words of Mine and does 
not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his 
house on the sand. 27ñThe rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and slammed against that 
house; and it fellðand great was its fall.ò 
 
The parallel passage in Lukeôs Gospel starts with that 
succinct verse we read last week, where Jesus tersely 
and rhetorically asked, Luke 6:46, 46NASBñWhy do 
you call Me, óLord, Lord,ô and do not do what I say?ò 
  
Before we get to the details of this passage, Iôd like you 
to consider two (2) somewhat subtle points.  
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1) First, last week we clearly saw that obedience to 
God - ñDoing the Will of My Father in Heaven.ò - was 
the righteousness that surpasses that of the religious 
leaders and was that which was acceptable to God for 
admission into His Holy presenceé In short, actually 
doing the Will of Almighty God, is what is required to be 
saved. 
 
That last statement should tweak you a bit - weôll get to 
ité 
 
Here, and in the parallel treatment in Lukeôs Gospel, 
we see that ñDoing the Will of My Father who is in 
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Heaven,ò is equated to, and synonymous with, obeying 
Jesus. 
 
The first subtle point is that doing Christôs Will is 
identical to doing the Heavenly Fatherôs Will.  
 
Now, while that doesnôt explicitly mean that Jesus is 
God, at the very least, it means that Jesus perfectly 
reveals Godôs Will. The two Wills are the same.  
 
In other passages, the concept is further developed, 
and we find that obeying Jesus is the same thing as 
doing what Jesus did. In other words, Jesus not only 
perfectly revealed Godôs Will in His teaching, He also 
perfectly revealed it in His own personal obedience to 
it. 
 
Since only God can fully know God and perfectly 
conform to God, and in that way accurately reveal God, 
we see that implicitly, Jesus is God. 
 
John 1:1 and 1:18 form what is called an inclusio. The 
gist is, 1NASBñIn the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 14And the 
Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw 
His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, 
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full of grace and truth. 18No one has seen God at any 
time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the 
Father, He has explained Himò (John 1:1, 14, 18).  
 

2) The second subtle point goes back to the Truth that 
only those who obey are saved. I hope you thought, Iôm 
saved because of Jesusôs perfection, not because of 
my personal obedience. 
 
True. No one can ever be obedient enough in and of 
themselves. No one can ever earn even the tiniest 
fraction of their salvation. If we could, then to whatever 
degree we do, we diminish Christôs salvific sacrifice by 
that amount. 
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People who think that they can contribute to their initial 
or ongoing salvation have no clue how perfectly holy 
God isé They simply do not grasp the chasm between 
God and mankind. They do not understand why only 
God can reveal God and why only God can ever be 
perfect. 
 
As Iôve said before, if you think youôre not sinning, you 
just need to expand your definition of sin. It is 
impossible for a human to impress God - everyone who 
is saved, is saved because God saved them through 
Christ Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit, period, end 
of story. 
 
If you believe otherwise, then from a Biblical 
perspective, you have very bad Theology. Bad 
theology, not from my perspective, bad theology from 
the Bibleôs perspective. 
 
Any holiness, obedience, goodness and righteousness 
a human has, is imputed to them by Christ Jesus. 
  
Yet, clearly, Jesus said the righteousness that will get 
one saved, entails actual human obedience. Whatôs 
going on? Is salvation Jesus plus obedience?  
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No, never, salvation is Jesus period, never Jesus plus 
anything else. What is it then? Actual obedient 
conformity to Christôs life and His teaching is the direct 
result and consequence of salvation in Christ and 
therefore it functions as the proof of salvation.   
 
We couple Lord and Savior together when we talk 
about Jesus. So many people think that itôs two 
separate things. It is only one thing, Savior, which is 
proven true by the other thing, Lord. 
 
There are people who hold Jesus to be their Lord, but 
they do not accept Him as their only Savior - that will 
not work out well for them. That results in false 
Christianity like the Christian Scientists. 
 
Many other people gladly accept Jesus as Savior, but 
do not, in actual practice, confirm that status by 
submitting to Him fully as Lord. That will not fly either. 
That results in ñEasy Grace,ò licentiousness or 
antinomianism. 
 
Then there are those who separate the two and accept 
Jesus as initial Savior and then finish their salvation 
through their own obedience to Him as Lord. That will 
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never do either. That results in legalistic works-based 
religion. 
 
The only way this works Biblically, is to fully accept 
Jesus as your one and only Savior and then because 
youôre saved and filled with the Holy Spirit, you actively 
surrender to Jesus as your one and only Lord as well. 
That is Biblical Orthodoxy. 
 
Obedience is not salvific, it is proof of salvation, 
because only a saved person can obey Godôs Will. For 
the person who comprehends what salvation in Christ 
means and who is filled with Godôs Holy Breath, there 
is a burning desire to know Him more and to be 
conformed to Who He is. 
 
It is this burning desire, this underlying motivation this 
genuine heart condition that wants to be with the 
Father, to be conformed to Jesus and to be led by the 
Holy Spirit that you must examine in yourself. 
 
While it isnôt your performance thatôs most important, 
obviously a person who never performs is not so 
motivated. No one can be possessed by Godôs Spirit 
and completely hide all evidence of that fact. As Paul 
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pleaded, ñTest yourselves to see if you are in the faith: 
examine yourselves!ò (II Corinthians 13:5). 
  
So, if we obey Jesus - if we do what He taught - if we 
conform to the way He lived - then we will be ñDoers of 
Godôs Will also,ò and, like Him, we will thereby prove 
that our citizenship is in the Kingdom of Heaven, even 
now. 
 
And if that is our citizenship now, how can a small thing 
like physical death change that?  
 

Looking more closely at the verses we see it begins 
with an emphatic ñTherefore.ò This small passage is 
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the summation and conclusion of the entire three-
chapter Sermon on the Mount. 
 
Jesus is saying, take all that Iôve talked about since the 
opening Beatitude and understand that it does no good 
whatsoever to listen, to hear, to contemplate, to 
admire, to applaud or even to agree, with it all. The 
only way it has any eternal effect, is to live it. 
 
Multitudes of people over the centuries have greatly 
respected Jesus and esteemed His teaching and 
revered His life. He was a great philosopher, a 
wonderful theorist, an amazing prophet, a man ahead 
of His time, they say. 
 
None of that will do anyone any good at all, eternally 
speaking. 
 
We can agree with Jesus all we want, and we can even 
put Him on a pedestal and pay Him homage to His 
genius, but to do so without recognizing Him for Who 
He truly is and fully submitting to Him as the one true 
Lord, is as useless as a screen door on a submarine. 
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Jesus juxtaposes the wise man and the foolish man. 
ñFoolishò is our old friend ɛɤɟɧɜ (mǾ-ἠȀn, technically, 
ɛɤɟɧɠ inflected here as ɛɤɟ). You may remember, 
the idea that salt would lose its saltiness is really that 
salt would become useless, dumb, stupidé Moronic. 
 
Here too, the foolish man is a man who is dull, 
unaware, unwise, careless, foolishé A moron. 
 
Whatôs most interesting to me is that the way Jesus 
phrases these comparative analogies. Itôs two very 
abbreviated parables where, once again, Jesus is 
saying that there are only two possibilitiesé  
 


