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John 9:1-5 ~ 
Gross arbitrary unfairness is ______. Jesus’ disciples assumed what many Jewish Rabbis taught, 
that “There is no death without sin and no suffering without guilt.” 
 

Jesus said that the _________ the man was born blind was to be a sign for God’s purpose. 
  

God’s Sovereign Will and the ________ plight.  
 

The question shouldn’t be why there is there ____; the question should be why is there good? 
 
  
 
While He was “dwelling among us,” God was working His works through Jesus and through many 
other people and events to ______ the Light so that people could know the Light. 
 
 
 
John 9:6&7 ~ 
Spit? It is the mud that is continually highlighted, not the spit. Here specifically called “____” 5 times in 
the space of a few verses (Psalm 40:2, Genesis 2:7, Isaiah 64:8, II Corinthians 4:7). We are “earthen 

vessels,” ὀστράκινος σκεῦος (ŏ-stȑä-kē-nŏs skü-ŏs) literally, “clay jars.” (Irenaeus, Polycarp, John). 

 
 
 
John 9:8-12 ~ 
The man was a ______. 
 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the offering plate or the 
prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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John 9:13-17 ~ 
“They brought” him, and now we find out that this all occurred on the ________. 
 

Now the Pharisees have a dilemma. It was an incredible supernatural miracle of recreation that 
only God could accomplish, but Jesus had completely trashed their concept of holiness in 
regard to the Sabbath. The implication was that Jesus could not possibly be ______ with God. 

 
 
 
John 9:18-23 ~  
Their initial reaction was to ____ the man’s claim of healing. So, they summoned his parents to testify. 
  
 
 
John 9:24-29 ~ 
The phrase, “Give glory to God,” was a warning to _______ to how the fraud was perpetrated. 
 

The dude told them, I’m not an expert in religious matters like all of you, but the one thing I am 
an expert in is my own _____. “I once was blind, but now I see.” 

 
The man cuts to the chase and presents to them their own ______ on a platter.  

 
They assert that they know all about Moses, but as for this sinful _____ charlatan who leads 
the people astray, we don’t know where He’s from or what He’s about. 

  
 
 
John 9:30-34 ~ 
His statement was bitingly sarcastic. He said we, meaning right-thinking Jews… “know that God does 
not hear sinners.” He continued, only God can recreate. We have two unassailable _____ that 
everyone agrees upon, yet you guys can’t figure it out – that’s remarkable! 
 

Their response an ad hominin _________ followed by an excommunication. 
 
 
    
John 9:35-38 ~ 
Do you believe – again, truly believe – significantly, seriously, and sincerely “believe in the Son of 
Man?” That’s they only __________ to be “Born Again.” 
 
Jesus previously said that He was the I AM, made flesh and blood – here He ________ it.  
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------- 
Write a brief note – detach and place in the offering, or the prayer box, or give it to a Deacon or Elder. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name _________________________________ Address ___________________________________________________ 
Phone ________________________ Email _____________________________________________________________ 
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Last week we finished chapter 8, with the Jews picking 
up stones to murder Jesus. The chapter concluded 
with Jesus going out of the Temple. 

 
John 9:1-5, 1As He passed by, He saw a man blind 
from birth. 2And His disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born 
blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was neither that this man 
sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the works of 
God might be displayed in him. 4“We must work the 
works of Him who sent Me as long as it is day; night is 
coming when no one can work. 5“While I am in the 
world, I am the Light of the world.”  
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Telling us that the man was blind from birth is important 
for multiple reasons as we’ll see later, but initially, the 
main reason is nature of the condition. It seems 
monumentally unfair. Gross arbitrary unfairness is 
scary. We don’t like a world where bad things happen 
randomly. In such a world, I may be next. So, we like to 
assign responsibility thereby making us feel safer 
about our future. 

 
As an example, whenever there is an airplane 
accident, pilots are notorious for criticizing the accident 
pilot as incompetent, complacent, reckless, foolish, or 
suicidal. Pilots will instantly turn on other pilots involved 
in accidents because if they can blame the accident on 
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a bad pilot, they can continue to feel safe in their own 
flying, since they are not a bad pilot. 
 
What pilots hate is when accidents occur and there 
was nothing the pilot did to cause it and nothing the 
pilot could do to stop it. That’s scary. It’s much the 
same with a person born blind… Why did this bad thing 
happen? With the real concern, how can I be sure 
nothing like that happens to me? Was it something the 
person themselves did, or was it something someone, 
in this case their parents, did to them?     

 
Jesus’ disciples assumed what many Jewish Rabbis 
and others taught, that “There is no death without sin 
and no suffering without guilt.” It’s a common human 
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error. Taking what is generally true and forcing it to be 
precisely true on a personal level. In other words, the 
Bible in both the Old and New Covenants makes it 
perfectly clear that the reason for suffering and death is 
sin. Original Sin as a self-centered evil, caused evil to 
spread like an aggressive cancer. Sin begets death 
and death suffering, but sin also begets more sin. As 
sin grows unchecked so does evil, and so does 
suffering. 
 
Is the world getting worse? Of course, it must 
necessarily be so, if not in substance, certainly in 
magnitude. That’s a general principle. Beyond that 
generalization of the Bible, there are also specific 
individual sins that have consequences. In other words, 
a suffering person is definitely suffering due to the 
effects of universal sin, theirs included. That person 
may, or may not, be suffering specifically due to their 
own particular sin. 
 
The Disciples, and as we’ll see later on, the Jewish 
leadership, just like so many Christians today, 
extrapolated the general to the individual, assuming a 
person born blind either sinned in the womb, or his 
parents, sinned. 
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Jesus corrected their Theology but notice what He said 
and what He didn’t say. Oftentimes people make the 
same mistake the disciples made and jump to a 
conclusion based upon their assumption. 
 
Jesus never said that the man’s condition wasn’t 
caused by sin in general, and neither did He say that 
the man and his parents were without personal sin – 
He said that the reason the man was born blind was to 
be a sign for God’s purpose. 

 
Now that opens a whole kettle of fish. You mean to tell 
me that this Jewish couple was given a son born blind 
and the man himself endured blindness well into 
adulthood ultimately causing him to be a beggar just so 
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Jesus would have a prop to show off His power?

 
Let me try to bring some clarity to you concerning 
God’s Sovereign Will and the human plight. All human 
beings derive from Adam and Eve – we are all truly 
related. What’s most critical about that fact is that we 
derive from them after they were transferred from life 
into death. Therefore, all of their children, and through 
them, all of their descendants to this present day have 
been born dead. 
 
Every bit of suffering is earned through our bloodline. 
Beyond that, as dead people we all sin continuously, 
bringing more suffering to ourselves and to others. 
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The man was born blind because he was the product 
of a corrupt species in a corrupt universe. We want to 
focus on God selecting that man to be born blind, but 
really God chose him to be healed, in more ways than 
one, as we’ll see. 
 
The problem of evil is the single biggest intellectual 
hurdle thinking people must overcome. If God is good 
and all-powerful, why is their suffering? Since there is 
suffering, God is either not all-powerful, or He is not 
good. 

 
Like so many things the problem comes because we 
look at things backwards. As an example, since we’re 
talking about them anyway, God told Adam and Eve, 
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“From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; but 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat.” About 5 minutes later, “When the woman 
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to 
make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she 
gave also to her husband with her, and he ate” 
(Genesis 2:16&17, 3:6). See, we’re always about what 
we can’t have. There’s about a billion trees and you 
can eat from them all, except this one particular tree 
and that single restriction within unbelievable freedom 
and generosity is what we focus on. 
 
It's the same with evil. Why would an all-powerful, 
purely good God allow evil? Precisely because He is 
all-powerful and purely good. We asked for evil and 
we’ve been asking for it ever since. Although evil 
grieves God to His core, He is powerful enough to let it 
exist and good enough to let it have its effect. 
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All of us are given a gift far greater than anyone 
deserves. We call it life. It is the chance to exist, to be, 
to become. Even born with all manner of extreme 
challenges, physically, mentally, socio-economically, 
spiritually, there’s hope. Hope cannot possibly exist 
apart from an opportunity to live. Even though we have 
chosen to reject God, He still gives us life and in that 
life through His own unilateral sacrifice of Himself on 
our behalf, the possibility of eternal life with Him. That’s 
all-powerful and purely good.    
 
Why is there evil? No, that’s backwards – the real 
question is why is there good? Why would God allow 
us to live at all? Why would He, Himself, pay our debt? 
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Why would a perfect God even want us around - 
especially around Him forever? Those are the 
questions naysayers ought to ask. 

 
So, God is Sovereign; of that the Bible is crystal clear. 
It isn’t simply that God knew that this particular man 
would be born blind and would be in a spot where 
Jesus would pass by at exactly the right moment – God 
ordained it so. 
 
If you believe the Bible and trust God, you know that 
He ordained it so for the maximum possible good. 
 
The final bit of Jesus’ explanation was “so that the 
works of God might be displayed in him.” This phrase 
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gives us the key to verses 4 and 5, which otherwise 
seem strange. 

 
“Works” is plural, but the miracle is singular. What that 
tells us is that what Jesus was focused on was not the 
miracle of giving sight, but of the man’s testimony 
concerning it. The man and all those who were privy to 
the miracle will become positive witnesses to the 
person and work of Jesus. The “works” plural refers to 
that entire testimony as a whole. This man, his 
miraculous physical sight, and what will come from the 
incident is one of the many “works of God” testifying 
concerning His appointed Savior. 
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That’s why Jesus then says, “We must work the 
works,” but then says that “night is coming when no 
one can work.” It’s confusing. Does it refer to Jesus’ 
end of earthly physical ministry. That’s the most natural 
way to take it, but then it would indicate that Jesus’ 
Followers could work God’s works with Him while He 
was physically alive, but not after His Ascension. Some 
think that the night means the end of time – get out 
there evangelizing before it’s too late. That makes no 
sense with what Jesus says in verse 5. 
 
The whole thing is easily settled when we recognize 
that the “We,” of verse 4’s “We must work the works,” 
refers to those people, incidents, miracles, statements, 
parables, and even confrontations, that God ordained 
as the “Works” that showed Who Jesus is while He 
was among us. 
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Jesus is the “Light of the World.” He was that from the 
first moment of the world’s beginning and will continue 
to be that until the world passes away. Beyond that, 
Jesus is the Light eternal, forever and always. Here 
though He was specifically speaking of His role as the 
“Light” physically manifested on planet earth for some 
30-odd years. 
 
While He was “dwelling among us,” God was working 
His works through Jesus and through a myriad of other 
people and events to reveal the Light so that people 
could know the Light. 
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Those particular works were concluded 20 centuries 
ago. God, through His Breath, graciously inspired a 
handful of men to record those works so that people, 
ever since, who allow that same Breath of God to 
illuminate their thinking, can know the Light as well. 
 
In verse 3 Jesus answered the Disciple’s question, in 
verses 4 and 5, He explained why He was going to do 
what He was about to do. 

 
John 9:6&7, 6When He had said this, He spat on the 
ground, and made clay of the spittle, and applied the 
clay to his eyes, 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the 
pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So he went 
away and washed, and came back seeing. 
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Now, for us, this seems bizarre and if we’re honest, 
downright gross. First, we have a disassociation with 
bodily functions that would seem bizarre and ridiculous 
to nearly all people throughout time. Our preoccupation 
with personal hygiene and embarrassment about 
normal physical processes is what is unusual. 
 
Spit. The spittle part gets all the attention nowadays. 
Why did He spit? Was there some magical property to 
His spit, was He chewing tobacco and simply needed 
to spit? Was He poking fun at the superstitions of the 
ancient world concerning bodily fluids? 
 
The answer is that we are not given enough 
information in the account to speculate on all the things 
most commentators speculate about. What is generally 
missed due to all that speculation, is the mud. 
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It is the mud that is continually highlighted in the 
pericope, not the spit, nor the other ingredient, but the 
combination of the two – the mud. Here specifically 
called “clay,” 5 times in the space of a few verses. 
 
As Elihu (ĕ-lē-hü, in Hebrew), said in Job 33:6, 
“Behold, I belong to God like you; I too have been 
formed out of the clay.” That’s the same word. Let me 
give you another example, the very familiar Psalm 
40:2, “He brought me up out of the pit of destruction, 
out of the miry clay.” Both of these references have to 
do with the Jewish conception about what happened in 
Genesis 2:7 where we are told, “Yahweh God formed 
the man from the loose dirt of the earth and breathed 
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into the man’s nostrils His Breath of Life and the man 
became a living soul.” 
 
The Jewish idea was that in order to form the man out 
of loose dirt, or dust, God had to add moisture to make 
clay, or mud. The great prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah and 
Daniel, all refer to this forming of dirt or dust as clay as 
in Isaiah 64:8, “But now, O Lord, You are our Father, 
We are the clay, and You are our potter; And all of us 
are the work of Your hand.” In the Old Testament 
humans are said to be those who dwell in houses of 
clay. The Apostle Paul says that we are “earthen 
vessels.” It is ὀστράκινος σκεῦος (ŏ-stȑä-kē-nŏs skü-ŏs) 
literally, “clay jars.” 
 
What’s the point? Irenaeus, the student of Polycarp, 
who was, himself, the student of the Apostle John, the 
author of our Passage, wrote more than 1,800 years 
ago that what Jesus was doing with the clay was 
recreating the man’s eyes, as only God Himself, could 
do. That’s the point. 
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In verse 7, people again focus where the focus does 
not exist. We tend to focus on the wash part, but the 
emphasis is on the “Sent” part. The Pool of Siloam is 
near the base of the Tyropoeon valley just below the 
High Priests complex to the east and just below the 
Temple complex to the south. It is the Pool where the 
priest had drawn the water during the Feast of Booths. 
 
John defines Siloam as “Sent.” The important point 
about Jesus sending the dude to the Pool, was that He 
Himself was there, “Sent” by the Father, for that very 
purpose, and was in-turn, sending the man. 
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The man washed as instructed and could see. Jesus 
had just said that “before Abraham became, I AM.” An 
unmistakable claim of divinity, here He demonstrated 
that His claim was true. The man had new perfect eyes 
and could see. 
 
Jesus had also just said, I am the Light. What does 
Light do? It makes things seeable. 

 
John 9:8-12, 8Therefore the neighbors, and those who 
previously saw him as a beggar, were saying, “Is not 
this the one who used to sit and beg?” 9Others were 
saying, “This is he,” still others were saying, “No, but 
he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the one.” 10So 
they were saying to him, “How then were your eyes 
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opened?” 11He answered, “The man who is called 
Jesus made clay, and anointed my eyes, and said to 
me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I went away and 
washed, and I received sight.” 12They said to him, 
“Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 
We get an interesting detail late in the game – it won’t 
be the last one – the man was a beggar. As such, he 
was well known by the locals in general – they had all 
seen the beggar frequently, but he wasn’t well known 
to them specifically. Just like today, most of the people 
probably never gave the guy a serious look, let alone 
had a lengthy conversation with him. They knew him 
even though they didn’t really know him. 
 
Adding to their uncertainty was what most of them 
would have concluded was impossible. Sure, he looks 
like the beggar, but he’s not blind, so that must be it – 
he just looks like the guy. 
 
The formerly blind man insisted that he is indeed the 
dude in question. Well, the people didn’t know what to 
make of it, so they asked him how it was possible. After 
telling them the story and naming Jesus as the Source 
of the miracle, the people asked him where Jesus was, 
to which he replied, “I have no idea.” 
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Remember, the man has never seen Jesus. Jesus 
could have been standing in the group and he would 
not have known the difference. 

 
John 9:13–17, 13They brought to the Pharisees the 
man who was formerly blind. 14Now it was a Sabbath 
on the day when Jesus made the clay and opened his 
eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also were asking him 
again how he received his sight. And he said to them, 
“He applied clay to my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 
16Therefore some of the Pharisees were saying, “This 
man is not from God, because He does not keep the 
Sabbath.” But others were saying, “How can a man 
who is a sinner perform such signs?” And there was a 
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division among them. 17So they said to the blind man 
again, “What do you say about Him, since He opened 
your eyes?” And he said, “He is a prophet.” 
 
“They brought” him doesn’t mean that they all cordially 
decided to go together. The phrase is the same as the 
one where the Pharisees threw the Woman Caught in 
Adultery, before Jesus. These, “neighbors” couldn’t 
make heads or tails of the man’s story and so they saw 
it as their civic and religious duty to bring him before 
the officials. It was a citizen’s arrest for all intents and 
purposes. 

 
Only now do we find out that this all occurred on the 
Sabbath. You’d think that Jesus didn’t have a calendar. 
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Obviously, Jesus knew precisely what He was doing. 
He had violated multiple Sabbath restrictions codified 
by the Jewish leaders. They had extrapolated God’s 
Command to “Keep the Sabbath Holy” into 39 
categories of detailed lists of unlawful actions. 
 
It was unlawful to heal a person on the Sabbath unless 
it was a life-threatening situation. A man blind for his 
entire life was in no such danger. It was unlawful to 
knead on the Sabbath, whether kneading dough, or 
clay, or mud, it was unlawful work. In addition, it was 
unlawful to create something from constituent parts. 
You could take a bit of dirt and you could take a bit of 
moisture, but you could not put the two together and 
create mud. 
 
Spit was considered unclean and so to put your spit on 
another person made them unclean – not ever a good 
thing, but especially bad on the Sabbath. 
 
Commanding someone to go and wash on the Sabbath 
was unlawful… We could go on. Just to clarify the 
Sabbath issue for us, let me remind you that what 
Jesus did was violate the legalistic man-made rules, 
not the actual Command. Jesus often asked 
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rhetorically, “is lawful to do good on the Sabbath” 
(Matthew 12:12)? 

 
Now the Pharisees have the same problem the people 
had. It was an incredible supernatural miracle of 
recreation that only God could accomplish. The 
implication was that Jesus was “Sent” from God. At the 
same time, Jesus had completely trashed their concept 
of holiness in regard to the Sabbath. The implication 
was that Jesus could not possibly be aligned with God. 
 
The formerly blind man was the only non-eyewitness, 
so they asked his opinion to settle the issue. From the 
phrasing and flow, it’s easy to see that they were 
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encouraging him to dismiss Jesus, so that they could 
also dismiss Him. 
 
That’s not what the man did. Knowing what we know, 
his response was incredibly tame, but it was still far too 
much for the Pharisees who already wanted to kill 
Jesus.  

 
John 9:18–23, 18The Jews then did not believe it of 
him, that he had been blind and had received sight, 
until they called the parents of the very one who had 
received his sight, 19and questioned them, saying, “Is 
this your son, who you say was born blind? Then how 
does he now see?” 20His parents answered them and 
said, “We know that this is our son, and that he was 
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born blind; 21but how he now sees, we do not know; or 
who opened his eyes, we do not know. Ask him; he is 
of age, he will speak for himself.” 22His parents said 
this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews 
had already agreed that if anyone confessed Him to be 
Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. 23For 
this reason his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”  
 
Their initial reaction was to reject the man’s claim of 
healing. As Sherlock Holmes said, “Once you eliminate 
the impossible, whatever remains, no matter how 
improbable, must be the truth.” For the Pharisees it 
was impossible that such an evil Sabbath basher could 
possibly be from God and so the solution was that the 
man was a fraud. There was no miraculous giving of 
sight. 
 
Well, his parents were still around and so they were 
summoned to testify. This couple, the dude’s mom, and 
dad were either selfish people who had turned their 
own son out onto the streets to fend for himself as a 
beggar, or as is more likely, were so poor they could 
not help him. In the first case, they only care about 
themselves and so their reaction makes sense. In the 
second case, they are weak and impoverished people 
themselves who must rely on their community for 
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assistance, or at the very least, for good will and 
cooperation. 
 
What we typically don’t understand about 
excommunication in the West today is that it was 
excommunication from every aspect of daily life, not 
just the religious part. Your family was forced to shun 
you or face the same consequences. The same went 
for friends, neighbors, coworkers, employers, 
everyone. Unless you were independently wealthy or 
had the ability to move far away and start over again, 
life would be very difficult. If this man’s parents were 
too poor to keep their blind son off the streets begging, 
they could ill afford their community’s ill will. 
 
They testified to what they had to and no more. They 
confirmed that the man in question was their son and 
that he was born blind. Beyond that, we, like Sergeant 
Schultz, know nothing. 
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John 9:24–29, 24So a second time they called the man 
who had been blind, and said to him, “Give glory to 
God; we know that this man is a sinner.” 25He then 
answered, “Whether He is a sinner, I do not know; one 
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 
26So they said to him, “What did He do to you? How 
did He open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I told 
you already and you did not listen; why do you want to 
hear it again? You do not want to become His disciples 
too, do you?” 28They reviled him and said, “You are 
His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29“We 
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 
man, we do not know where He is from.” 
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This time the man is essentially subpoenaed. He had 
no choice but to return to what had become a 
Kangaroo Court. They began their questioning with the 
phrase, “Give glory to God,” which doesn’t really mean 
“Promise to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth.” It was a warning to confess to how the 
fraud was perpetrated. They were basically telling him, 
we now know that you were formerly blind, but we also 
know that Jesus wasn’t responsible, so come clean 
immediately, or suffer the consequences. 
 
They basically said, “We know, without doubt, that this 
man is a sinner.” They hate Jesus so much they 
derisively call Him “this man” instead of by His name 
which they all knew only too well. They refuse to use 
the name of Jesus. Interesting. Their minds were made 
up – so that commanded him to tell them how the con 
worked. 
 
The dude was crazy bold. He told them, I’m not an 
expert in religious matters like all of you, but the one 
thing I am an expert in is my own status. “I once was 
blind, but now I see.” 
 
They have acceded to that point – yes, we 
begrudgingly stipulate that you were formerly blind – 
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but we want to know how this charlatan, how did “He 
open your eyes?” They are looking for something to 
confirm what they have already decided. 
 
The man is even bolder as He cuts to the chase and 
presents to them their own bias on a platter. His 
question about them wanting to be His disciples is 
rhetorical – the question itself assumes a “no” answer. 

 
The man’s point was that no matter what he tells them, 
they will not listen. We’ve seen this behavior in this 
group before. Both Jesus and now this man have 
confronted them with the truth of their own prejudice 
and instead of reevaluating their position they become 
angry and begin hurling insults. 
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Anytime you have a disagreement, and the other party 
starts hurling insults, just smile and walk away – you 
won. True to form, they close with a vicious and 
unfounded charge that since the man hasn’t given 
them what they want concerning Jesus, he must be 
one of Jesus’ disciples. The man, in their view is not a 
pawn in Jesus’ fraud, but a willing accomplice. 
 
They assert that their alliance is with the great prophet 
and lawgiver Moses. A man to whom “the Lord spoke 
to face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend” 
(Exodus 33:11). 
 
We know all about Moses, but as for this sinful evil 
charlatan who leads the people astray, we don’t know 
where He’s from or what He’s about. 
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John 9:30–34, 30The man answered and said to them, 
“Well, here is an amazing thing, that you do not know 
where He is from, and yet He opened my eyes. 31“We 
know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is 
God-fearing and does His will, He hears him. 32“Since 
the beginning of time it has never been heard that 
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33“If 
this man were not from God, He could do nothing.” 
34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, 
and are you teaching us?” So they put him out. 
 
The dude was brave. Sure, they’d wasted his time, 
they’d treated him poorly, they’d insulted him, and 
they’d abused him, but that was nothing unusual. 
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People who think that they are vastly superior to others 
do that all the time even in America today – what is 
remarkable is that this man would stand up for himself 
in the face of such opposition. They had the power to 
truly hurt him, and he held his ground. 
 
His statement was bitingly sarcastic. He mocked them, 
the so-called spiritual experts, for their obvious bias. 
They had no answer for the situation in which a man 
grants vision to a person who has never seen a thing, 
because it didn’t fit their narrative. 
 
He went on to summarize the simplicity of the case 
before them. He said we, meaning right-thinking, God-
honoring Jews… “We know that God does not hear 
sinners.” The meaning is that God does not ally 
Himself with and work positively through evil people 
opposed to Him. That’s fact number 1 that everyone 
should easily agree with. 
 
He continued, “Since the beginning of time,” he said, 
this type of miraculous recreation of eyes, optic nerve, 
brain, and nervous system, has never happened. 
Never since God created the Heavens and the earth, 
has a person blind from birth ever received sight. The 
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beginning is obviously an allusion to Genesis 1:1, 
where God and only God creates from nothing. God 
created human beings perfectly; sin corrupted His 
creation. Only God can recreate. That’s fact number 2 
that everyone should easily agree with. 
 
We have two unassailable facts that everyone agrees 
upon, yet, you guys, the religious leaders of God’s own 
children, can’t figure it out – that’s remarkable! That’s 
“an amazing thing.” 
 
Their response to the man’s mocking, but entirely 
sound argument? They state as fact what the disciples 
wondered about at the start of the pericope. You, a 
person born blind were obviously cursed by God from 
your mother’s womb. God curses for a reason. You 
were obviously born entirely in iniquity, in evil, vile, sin. 
 
Who in the world do you think you are to be teaching 
us, the great and noble experts? 
  
It's the classic ad hominin argument where we disagree 
with someone and instead of rationally rebutting their 
argument or reexamining our argument (because we 
can’t do the first and are unwilling to do the second) we 
attack them personally. 
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It is so incredibly childish. Name calling. Now, we even 
have public officials in the highest offices imaginable 
constantly using ad hominin arguments because they 
are either too incompetent, or too intransigent, to argue 
rationally. 

 
So, they reject him, they shun him, they 
excommunicate him because they disagree with him. 
As I said before, we have very little comprehension of 
the seriousness of this action. Imagine today that 
Easthaven Baptist excommunicates one of their 
parishioners for cause. There is not a church in this 
valley that wouldn’t eagerly welcome the person with 
open arms. There isn’t a business, social club, 
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entertainment venue, or anything else that would 
restrict their access. At worst, they might lose a few 
church acquaintances. Not so for the man in our 
Passage. He would have been completely cutoff from 
all religious activity. He would be reviled and shunned 
by all good Jews. No one would want to associate with 
him for fear of retribution if nothing else. He would be – 
shunned, avoided, ignored, despised, and scorned. 

   
John 9:35–38, 35Jesus heard that they had put him 
out, and finding him, He said, “Do you believe in the 
Son of Man?” 36He answered, “Who is He, Lord, that I 
may believe in Him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have 
both seen Him, and He is the one who is talking with 
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you.” 38And he said, “Lord, I believe.” And he 
worshiped Him. 
 
Jesus intentionally tracked this man down when He 
discovered what happened to him. This is precisely 
what Jesus does in every case. The moment 
something happens to you, Jesus knows, and Jesus is 
there for you. You may ignore Him, but He will be right 
there to use the incident to grow your faith. 
 
Do you believe – again, truly believe – significantly, 
seriously, and sincerely “believe in the Son of Man?” 
That’s they only requirement to be “Born Again.” 
 
The man respectfully asks for clarification and Jesus 
responded strangely. It’s a special construction that 
gives a deeper insight. Jesus used the perfect tense 
“you have seen,” along with an unusual syntax, 
indicating both the physical seeing that the man was 
now doing for the first time, as well as the spiritual 
seeing that was growing in the man since their first 
encounter. 
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The man responded with Salvific faith. He had called 
Jesus “Lord,” in verse 37 and now here again in verse 
38. While it is the same word both times, it would be 
better to translate the first use as “Sir.” The man was 
being respectful, but he didn’t have a Lord yet. In the 
next verse, the man now has an object of his faith – he 
now has a Lord, and he did what anyone having the 
same Lord does, He bowed down and worshipped 
Jesus. This is another tacit statement of Jesus’ divinity. 
In neither Judaism nor Christianity is anyone ever to 
worship anyone or anything that is not God! 
 
Jesus previously said that He was the I AM made flesh 
and blood – here He proved it. For one man it was 
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embraced and resulted in eternal life. For so many 
others, it merely served to harden their hearts against 
Jesus further. How will you respond? 
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John 9:1-5 ~ 
Gross arbitrary unfairness is scary. Jesus’ disciples assumed what many Jewish Rabbis taught, that 
“There is no death without sin and no suffering without guilt.” 
 

Jesus said that the reason the man was born blind was to be a sign for God’s purpose. 
  

God’s Sovereign Will and the human plight.  
 

The question shouldn’t be why there is there evil; the question should be why is there good? 
 
  
 
While He was “dwelling among us,” God was working His works through Jesus and through many 
other people and events to reveal the Light so that people could know the Light. 
 
 
 
John 9:6&7 ~ 
Spit? It is the mud that is continually highlighted, not the spit. Here specifically called “clay,” 5 times in 
the space of a few verses (Psalm 40:2, Genesis 2:7, Isaiah 64:8, II Corinthians 4:7). We are “earthen 

vessels,” ὀστράκινος σκεῦος (ŏ-stȑä-kē-nŏs skü-ŏs) literally, “clay jars.” (Irenaeus, Polycarp, John). 

 
 
 
John 9:8-12 ~ 
The man was a beggar. 
 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the offering plate or the 
prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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John 9:13-17 ~ 
“They brought” him, and now we find out that this all occurred on the Sabbath. 
 

Now the Pharisees have a dilemma. It was an incredible supernatural miracle of recreation that 
only God could accomplish, but Jesus had completely trashed their concept of holiness in 
regard to the Sabbath. The implication was that Jesus could not possibly be aligned with God. 

 
 
 
John 9:18-23 ~  
Their initial reaction was to reject the man’s claim of healing. So, they summoned his parents to 
testify. 
  
 
 
John 9:24-29 ~ 
The phrase, “Give glory to God,” was a warning to confess to how the fraud was perpetrated. 
 

The dude told them, I’m not an expert in religious matters like all of you, but the one thing I am 
an expert in is my own status. “I once was blind, but now I see.” 

 
The man cuts to the chase and presents to them their own bias on a platter.  

 
They assert that they know all about Moses, but as for this sinful evil charlatan who leads the 
people astray, we don’t know where He’s from or what He’s about. 

  
 
 
John 9:30-34 ~ 
His statement was bitingly sarcastic. He said we, meaning right-thinking Jews… “know that God does 
not hear sinners.” He continued, only God can recreate. We have two unassailable facts that 
everyone agrees upon, yet you guys can’t figure it out – that’s remarkable! 
 

Their response an ad hominin argument followed by an excommunication. 
 
 
    
John 9:35-38 ~ 
Do you believe – again, truly believe – significantly, seriously, and sincerely “believe in the Son of 
Man?” That’s they only requirement to be “Born Again.” 
 
Jesus previously said that He was the I AM, made flesh and blood – here He proved it.  
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
Write a brief note – detach and place in the offering, or the prayer box, or give it to a Deacon or Elder. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name _________________________________ Address ___________________________________________________ 
Phone ________________________ Email _____________________________________________________________ 
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