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   Alêtheia Christian Fellowship 
            May 12, 2019 
          Happy Motherõs Day 

         òJesusõ Solutionó 
 

9:00 ~ Fellowship. 
10:00 ~ Service with the Kingõs Kidõs & Communion for all who are Christians 

 

NEWS   
VBS June 17th to the 21st  

Church Camp August 23rd to the 25th 
 

330 N. Somers Rd. (Mail: PO Box 10626) Kalispell, MT 59904~ (406) 755-1776 
Visit the website ~ www.myaletheia.com ~ Hear a sermon at 

aletheiachristianfellowship.podomatic.com 
Like us on Facebook (aletheiachristianfellowship) 

Emails: pastor@myaletheia.com, secretary@myaletheia.com, kids@myaletheia.com 

 
1) How well do you tolerate differences? Is your opinion a little idol you have enshrined 
on the altar of your heart? 
 
2) What must a person do to be saved? 
 
3) How did Jesus show His compassion? 
 
The religious leaders dismissed Jesus as being an agent of Satan. Why?  

 
Ever notice, when youôre drivingé 

 
Remember the Holocausté  

 
Words matter and what matters more, is the underlying 
__________________ that generate them. Guard your tongue, by guarding 
your __________ (Matthew 12:34, 15:16-20, Luke 6:45). 
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ñGod is Agap°ò (I John 4:8, 4:16). Agap° is, by its most intrinsic definition, 
_________________. Jesus is committed to you, without _____________. 
Our life experience is that acceptance is based upon _________________. 
 

Human love for another is only love for ________ _________.  
 

Your sin, your past and your present inability to be as good as you 
think you need to be, are not greater than the 
_______________________ of the Word on a cross. 

 
I John 4:19 

 
 
 
 
Only when we accept our acceptance, can we truly serve Him with the correct 
____________________, and only then can we love others without a personal 
_____________________. 
 

ñHow could God love me?ò Is another way of sayingé 
 

This is the Gospel: Yield to the Holy Spirit by accepting the Gift as 
offered. 

 
 
 
 
It is Jesus. He has done it all for youé You must humbly, gratefully accept His Gift, 
without trying to _________________ it by your effort. 
 

You go out to dinner with a friendé 
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 9:35-38 ~ 35Jesus was going through all the cities and villages, teaching in 
their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of 
disease and every kind of sickness. 36Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, 
because they were distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then He 
said to His disciples, ñThe harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 38ñTherefore 
beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.ò  
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Because of the Fall, the floodgates of sin were opened wide and the consequences of 
sin poured out, resulting in the __________________ of every human person who has 
ever lived. 
 

God is ______________________ moved by our plight.  
 

Jesus looked at the people and ñHe felt compassion for them.ò The 

word is ůˊɚŬɔɢɜɑɕɞɛŬɘ (splªnǗ-nǛ-dzȀ-mǭ).  

 
1) It is a deep emotional state that results in tangible 
action.  
 
2) Biblically, it is a divine ______________.  

 
 
 
 
 
Our demeanor in difficulty proves our _______________ in Him. 
 

Revelation 21:4, then, I Peter 1:8, Hebrews 6:11, James 1:2-4 
 
 
 
 
 
These were the Children of God, why were they so ñ__________________ _______  
_________________.ò  
 

What about us? 
 
 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 
Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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1) Jesus interacted with peopleé 
 
 

2) Jesus taught [ŭɘŭɎůəɤ (dǛ-däs-kǾ)].  

 
He called Himself ñThe Teacherò (Matthew 26:18, John 13:13&14) in the 
____________________ sense. (Romans 10:13&14).  

 
 

3) Hand-in-hand with teaching - Jesus preached [əɖɟɨůůɤ (kǕ-ἠ¿s-sǾ)].  

 
 
 
4) What was the content of His teaching and preaching? The __________. 
 
 
 
5) Jesus healed physical maladiesé (John 6:26&27).  
 
 
 
6) Jesus felt compassion because the people were leaderless.  
 
 
 
7) The solution to the problem is to ñPray that the Lord of the Harvest sends out 
workers.ò 
 

How does that fix the problem? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check all that apply ï detach and place in the offering or the prayer box 
 

_____ I want to talk with the pastor about ___________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want prayer for _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want to volunteer to _____________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want more information about ______________________________________________ 
 

_____ Other __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ______________________ Address _________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
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Al°theia ~ Matthew 9f ~ 051219 

We saw last week that reactions to Jesus were mixed.  
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The Religious leaders dismissed Him out-of-hand as 
being an agent of Satan. Why? It was because Jesus 
did not fit their expectations for a good Jewish man, let 
alone a Rabbi with a following, let alone a prophet with 
power and authority, let alone - Lord forbid - their own 
Messiah. 
 
Jesus wasnôt just like them. He constantly said and did 
things that disturbed their sensibilities - people donôt 
like that. 
 
I saw this the other day and thought it was an apt 
analogy. Ever notice, when youôre driving, anyone 
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driving 10 mph slower than you, is an idiot, and anyone 
driving 10 mph faster than you is insane.  
 
You drive the way you drive, not only because you 
think itôs right, you generally think itôs the only kind of 
right there isé Therefore, everyone driving differently 
than you, is wrong. 
 
How much worse is it when we get to the subject of 
deeply held religious beliefs? In Christianityôs past, we 
have had various groups of so-called pious Christians, 
literally, and yes, I mean literally, burn other so-called 
pious Christians, at the stake, simply for holding a 
slightly different doctrine. 
 
Radically different ideas, whether in religion, politics, 
ethics, or driving, often lead to violence. So, really, it 
should come as no surprise that the Jewish 
establishment wanted to eliminate Jesus, whatever the 
cost, because to them, He was a radical destabilizing 
influence that could not be tolerated. 
 
It usually starts slowly, almost imperceptibly. I saw an 
interview of a Jewish lady last night. She, and her 
family were sent to Auschwitz when she was 12. She 
was the sole Holocaust survivor from her family. Both 
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her parents and her sisters were among the 6 million 
Jewish men, women and children murdered by the 
Nazis.  
 
Moms make sure your kids know. To forget the past is 
to repeat the past (Santayana paraphrase). 
 
She said the mass genocide of her people started with 
words. It was the same for those opposed to Jesus. His 
crucifixion started with words. ñHe casts out the 
demons by the ruler of the demonsò (Matthew 9:34). 
And we go from thereé Words matter and what 
matters more is the underlying attitudes that generate 
them. Guard your tongue, by guarding your heart 
(Matthew 12:34, 15:16-20, Luke 6:45). 
 



9 
 

As for the average Jew back then - well, they were 
mostly amazed by Jesus. They were more open to His 
radical ideas, methods and actions, because He gave 
them what they wanted. Jesus spoke with personal 
authority and then He backed it up with miraculous 
power. 
 
His beliefs, behavior and demands would eventually 
prove to be too different, too radical, in general, simply 
too much for most of them as well. 
 
As I said last week, Jesus will tweak you if you get to 
know Him well enough, follow Him long enough, He will 
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eventually fail to meet your expectation, or ask you 
something well outside of your comfort zone. 
 
What will you do then? 
 
Will you love, honor, obey and fully accept Jesus for 
Who He truly is - no matter whaté Or does your 
loyalty, devotion and commitment have conditions? 
 

 
Since I brought that up, let me clearly say that ñGod is 
Agap°ò (I John 4:8, 4:16). Agap° is, by its most intrinsic 
definition, unconditional. Jesus is committed to you, 
without conditions. 
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I know that gets your attention, makes you a little 
uneasy. It makes very little sense to us. I have to be 
good, or at least self-flagellating, for Jesus to look my 
way. I must do something to earn His love. 
 
Most of us have a difficult time with it because weôve 
never experienced such acceptance. Our life 
experience screams that acceptance is based upon 
performance. 
 
We have it ingrained in our core being that we must 
measure up to some minimum acceptable standard. 
We receive that message loud and clear from every 
other human and we send that message back to them 
just as clearly. 
 
People set boundaries. I love you with all my heart, 
until you get too crusty, and then I donôt. Some couples 
even change their wedding vows from ñUntil death do 
us part,ò to better reflect our reality with ñUntil love 
dies.ò 
 
We expect that from everyone and so we expect it from 
God. I know God loves me because the Bible tells me 
so - I know Iôm supposed to believe that and so Iôll 
pretend that I do, but deep inside, I know He doesnôt. 
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How could He, Iôm such a mess. Iôve done such terrible 
things. I continually fall short. 
 
To bring it full circle, we then treat Jesus that way. Iôll 
follow Him with complete abandon, until it gets too 
difficult or until I get too angry or too hurt or too 
disillusionedé Iôll follow closely until Jesus, 
Christianity, the church, the pastor, other Christians, life 
fails to live up to my expectations, fails to meet my 
minimum acceptable standards.  
 
Please recognize that human love for another is only 
love for our self. Performance based acceptance 
means I love you as long as Iôm getting what I need 
from you. I love me, not you. Oh, my friends, praise be 
to God - Heôs so much better than us! Praise His Holy 
Name - that He doesnôt love us with the same kind of 
self-serving human love we traffic in. 
 
Your sin, your past, your inability to be as good as you 
think you need to be, your mess and your problems, 
whatever they may be, are not greater than the 
sacrifice of the Word of Almighty God nailed to a cross. 
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Get over yourself! To think otherwise is blasphemy. 
What makes you and your sin so special? Drive into 
Christ and pray for the Holy Spirit to pour out His 
Agap° love into your heart, so that you can love God 
no matter the circumstances, because you know that 
He loves you no matter the circumstances. 
 
We love Him, because He first loved us (I John 4:19). 
 
Only when we accept our acceptance, can we truly 
serve Him with the correct motive, and only then can 
we love others without a personal agenda. 
 
Iôll be brutally honest with you. One of the reasons we 
have such a hard time believing God loves us is 
because we take ourselves far too seriously. Thatôs a 
nice way of saying we are so self-focused we think we 
are the center of the universe or at least very close to 
it.  
 
ñHow could God love me?ò Is another way of saying, 
Iôm such a magnificent person and since I fail to live up 
to my magnificence, I disappoint myself, so clearly God 
must likewise be disappointed in me? 
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Look, the other day I was chatting about Quantum 
mechanics with my dog Lochlann. Many of you know 
Lochlann - heôs a Border Collie - the rocket scientists of 
the dog world. Anyway, he was having a very hard time 
understanding wave-particle duality and quantum 
entanglement. As I tried to explain, he would quizzically 
rotate his head. Did I get impatient? Was I 
disappointed? Did I reject him and tell him he wasnôt 
my dog anymore? 
 
Compared to God, weôre not even the fleas on a dog, 
let alone the dog. Get real. When you fall down, press 
into the Lord, be transparent with Him, confess, repent, 
get up and go again, fall down, rinse and repeat. But 
always keep moving forward riveted on Him.   
 
Incidentally, the only thing worse than wallowing in your 
own inadequacy, is thinking that youôre magnificent and 
simultaneously being deceived enough to believe 
youôre living up to your perceived magnificence. Itôs 
called being pompously self-righteous. The Pharisees 
had it down pat. It leads to inquisitions and prevents 
personal repentance. 
 
Since itôs Motherôs Day and since we went down this 
road, let me put a bow on it for you. This is the Gospel. 
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God the Father loved His human creatures so much He 
gave up, handed over, surrendered what was most 
precious to Him. 
 
God the Word made flesh loved mankind so much He 
voluntarily went to the Cross and humbly stayed on it 
until He died. 
 
God the Holy Spirit loves us so much He testifies to 
that Truth. He shows us that the way to eternal life in 
full communion with God and the saints, is through the 
Salvation thus provided. 
 
What you and I must do, is yield to the Holy Spirit by 
accepting the Gift as offered. 
 
We can bandy about a bunch of fancy religious words 
and concepts, but the Gospel is Jesus and Jesus 
Alone. ñSalvation belongs to the Lordò and He has 
provided it through Christôs atoning death and proved it 
by Christôs Bodily ResurrectionéPeriod. ñIt is finished.ò 
 
Anything beyond that minimizes Jesus - it diminishes 
His sacrifice to the exact degree that we think our 
performance plays a role. 
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All the other stuff, theology, sound doctrine, Biblical 
education, water baptism, holy communion, 
confession, repentance, church attendance, worship 
practiceé All of it comes as byproducts or elements of 
Salvation, not in order to earn Salvation. 
 
It is Jesus. He has done it all for youé You must 
humbly, gratefully accept His Gift, without trying to 
minimize it by your effort. You go out to dinner with a 
friend. They surprise you by saying, ñItôs my treat.ò You 
then diminish their gift by saying, ñIôll leave the tip,ò or 
ñIôll buy next time.ò You have just partially negated their 
generosity. Just say, ñThank you so much, I really 
appreciate it; you are very kind.ò 
 
Once we fully accept that our Salvation is Godôs 
generous, unmerited gift, then weôre able to yield to the 
indwelling Holy Spirit and grow as a child of God for the 
correct reasons and right motivation. 
 
We work diligently at trying to act like Godôs children 
because we are His children. Itôs what we do in our 
family - Itôs how we roll. I may not be very good at the 
family business as a small child, but I desire to get 
better at it, because I love my Father and I love my 
family and I want to conform to what I love. 



17 
 
 

Matthew 9:35-38 ~ 35Jesus was going through all the 
cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing 
every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. 
36Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, 
because they were distressed and dispirited like sheep 
without a shepherd. 37Then He said to His disciples, 
ñThe harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 
38ñTherefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send 
out workers into His harvest.ò  
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We finish our two-chapter section with a general 
summary that then pivots, making a smooth transition 
into the next section. 
 
Because of the Fall, the floodgates of sin were opened 
wide and the consequences of sin poured out covering 
every physical thing, resulting in the suffering of every 
human person who has ever lived. 
 
We are well acquainted with the concept. Life is hard, 
at times it seems unbearable, and even when things 
are going great, we fear it will change quickly. We know 
that pain, hardship and tragedy are always lurking 
nearby. It is easy to succumb to the onslaught of real 
trouble and even easier to fall prey to fear - which is 
nothing more than the worry about some possible 
future pain that may or may not ever materialize. 
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Whatôs interesting is that God is emotionally moved by 
our plight. He cares so deeply in fact, that He 
physically, spatially, temporally, demonstrated His 
Agap° for us by sacrificing Himself. Never minimize 
Godôs love or compassion - it enables His mercy. 
 
Jesus looked at the people and ñHe felt compassion for 
them.ò It is an interesting concept. The word is 
ůˊɚŬɔɢɜɑɕɞɛŬɘ (splªnǗ-nǛ-dzȀ-mǭ). It is a verb used in 
the New Testament in one of only two ways. First, it is 
used by Jesus in His parables describing the love and 
compassion driven mercy of the character representing 
God. Second, it is used to describe Jesusô reaction to 
the bedraggled, confused and needy people. 
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Two things are worth noting. First, it is a deep 
emotional state that results in tangible action. The 
Prodigalôs father ñFelt compassion and fully embraced 
his son.ò Jesus ñFelt compassion and acted.ò 
 
Second, as presented in the Bible, it is a divine mercy. 
God looks at us and is emotionally moved to the point 
that He does something about it. Because that is true, 
using this word to describe Jesusô feelings, lets the 
savvy person know that there is a link between Jesus 
and God. It is a subtle way to acknowledge Jesus as 
the Messiah who is God with us. 
 
Jesus was emotionally moved to divinely act for the 
good of the many. 
 
Nothing has changed, except now, ñIt is finished.ò Now, 
no one needs to live in hopelessness - no one needs to 
live that way. So many choose to cling to 
hopelessness, but it is unnecessary. 
 
Jesus is the answer to all of lifeôs problems for all 
people, in all places, at all times, because He is Life. 
He has defeated sin, and so death, and so suffering. 
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In Him, there will be no more tears, no more pain, no 
more sorrow, because the present world order will pass 
away completely (Revelation 21:4). People who get 
that, have so much hope that it creates in them an 
unspeakable and supernatural joy no matter what the 
circumstances (I Peter 1:8, Hebrews 6:11, James 1:2-
4). 
 
Our demeanor in difficulty proves our trust in Him. 
 
That steadfast trust in Jesus, as we go through great 
tribulation, is a light of hope shining in the darkness 
that testifies to His compassionate comfort towards us.  
 
Thatôs what Jesus wanted to give the peopleé A sure 
and certain hope. 
 
All these Jewish people, these descendants of Jacob, 
these Children of God, should have been the most 
joyful people on the planet, instead, they desperately 
needed help, compassion, a touch from Heaven, they 
desperately needed a Savior. 
 
Why? These were the people who possessed Godôs 
Holy Word and lived in His Promised Land. They were 
the direct blood-descendants of Father Abraham. They 
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had Moses and Elijah. They had David and Hezekiah. 
They had Jerusalem and the Temple. Why were they 
so miserable, so ñDistressed and dispiritedò? Why? 
 
As a momentary side-note, do you notice any 
correlation to Christianity today? In other words, do you 
see Christians living an overabundantly joyful life of 
unshakable hope, or do you see Christians who are as 
ñDistressed and dispiritedò as everyone else?  
 
If Christians arenôt living the victorious life here and 
now, one would reasonably ask why. Taking it back to 
the text, why werenôt the Jewish people the most 
positive, hopeful joyous people on earth? 
 
To find out why, we look to the way Jesus handled it. 
What was His solution. What did He do? 
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1) Jesus interacted with people. Jesus traveled 
throughout northeastern Galilee and across the Sea, 
by the same name, into the Hellenistic provinces of the 
Decapolis and probably Gaulanitis to the northwest. 
 
He traveled through the rural countryside, through 
small hamlets and villages, through larger towns and 
well-developed cities, meeting all kinds of people with 
all kinds of personal issues where they were at - 
physically and spiritually.  
 
Every community had a synagogue. It might have been 
a very small and plain structure serving a surrounding 
area of rural folks. It might have been a rather nice 


