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Some principles of Bible interpretation, called hermeneutics, in the form of pithy 
sayings like… 
 
1) “The plainest, most obvious meaning, must be the primary meaning.” There is never 
any need for a ___________ ________________ ring.  
 

While anyone can grasp the meaning, it does not mean that everyone does. 
 

a)  
 
b)  
 
c)  
 
d)  
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An example is in Matthew 27 and Mark 15, where, Jesus cried out, “My God, 
My God, why have you forsaken Me?”  
Jesus was ___________ & __________ Psalm 22 (Deut. 31:6-8). 

 
 
 
 
 
2) “God is not interested in teaching you something new, if you’re not obeying what 
He’s already revealed.”  
 
 
 
 
 
3) “A passage can have only one meaning, but many applications.” A much better way 
to phrase that is: A passage can only have the meanings intended by the 
________________.  
 

Our example is Matthew 10:5-15. It’s easy to see a symbolic meaning 
between the ___ Apostles sent to the ___Tribes of Israel  

 
Can we take literal and/or symbolic meanings and extrapolate from 
them an allegorical meaning? 
 
Can we insist on a prescriptive mandate from a descriptive 
narrative? 

 
 
 
 
 
Another example is the Prodigal Son of Luke 15. The parable is actually 
about ______________________________________.  

 
 
 
 
 
4) “If you torture the Bible enough, it will confess to anything.”  
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The homosexual revolution and Genesis 1:27, 2:18, 23, 24. Jesus added, 
“What God has joined together, let no man separate” (Matthew 19:6, Mark 
10:9). We take that individually…  
 

Romans 1 and I Corinthians 15:57 
 
 
 
 
 
5) “The Bible is either absolute, or it is obsolete.” As a whole and as to its parts. If the 
progressive revelation God gave in the Bible didn’t end with the Book of Revelation, we 
are ________________.  
 
 
 
 
 
6) “Context is king.” God arranged His ________________ the way He did for a 
reason. 
 

There was a philosophical shift in the way we consume the world around us. 
Everything is about how it _______________ with me. 

 
 
 
 
 
7) “Let Scripture interpret Scripture.” 
 

John 1:1 & John 1:14-34  
 

 
Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 
Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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8) “The Bible can never mean, what it never meant.” 
 

Luke 10:17-20 
 
 
Philippians 4:13 
 
 
Philippians 1:28 
 
 
Romans 8:28 

 
 
 
 
 
9) “Christocentric focus.” The Bible is God’s ___________________ of Himself to 
mankind for a ___________________.  
 

How can the ____________ between the holy, infinite, eternal God and His 
profane, finite, mortal creatures ever be bridged? 
 

Philippians 4:13, again… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check all that apply – detach and place in the offering or the prayer box 
 

_____ I want to talk with the pastor about ___________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want prayer for _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want to volunteer to _____________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want more information about ______________________________________________ 
 

_____ Other __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ______________________ Address _________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
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Alêtheia ~ Matthew 10c ~ 060219 
Summer Schedule 8:00 & 10:30, SS 9:30 

 
Interpretation:  
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Last week we finished the first section of chapter 10, 
and ended with some principles of Bible interpretation, 
called hermeneutics.  
 
1) I mentioned them in the form of pithy sayings like, 
“The plainest, most obvious meaning, must be the 
principle meaning.” There is never any need for a 
secret decoder ring. God has always inspired men to 
write in such a way that anyone can grasp the 
meaning, as long as, they have the illumination of the 
Holy Spirit to guide them. 
 
That’s trickier than it seems. It does not mean that any 
Spirit-filled Christian can rightly interpret the Bible, it 
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means that a person who allows the Holy Spirit to give 
them the right heart attitude can understand.  
 
It has to do with a Holy Spirit enabled humble desire - a 
reasonable work ethic in learning and a teachable 
willingness to know what God wants them to know, 
rather than what they want to believe. 
 
a) An attitude that says, I don’t care how strange, or 
difficult, or painful it is - I want to know the Truth, 
because I want to know God.  
b) Further, an attitude that would rather not know, than 
know wrongly.  
c) An attitude that is looking for understanding, rather 
than power.  
d) The overall attitude and approach must be one of 
humble respect, versus pompous assurance.  
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An example is Matthew 27 and Mark 15, where, just 
prior to giving up His Spirit, Jesus cried out from the 
Cross, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” 
It causes confusion for those unwilling to work, as well 
as for those who want to see something negative. 
 
Jesus was quoting the Messianic Psalm 22 and 
applying it to Himself, which is proven by the reaction 
of the people - if you know what you’re looking for. 
 
The plainest, most obvious way to interpret that 
passage is not all that plain and obvious to the casual 
reader, or to the reader with an agenda. Where the 
casual reader might think, Jesus really sort of lost the 
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faith a bit here, the reader with an agenda might think 
Deuteronomy 31:6-8 says “God will never forsake you.” 
Here it says He did, and so God is capricious, and the 
Bible is contradictory.  
 
Jesus was suffering immensely. He not only didn’t 
allow His divinity to save Him from physical death, He 
didn’t allow it to save Him from intense pain and the 
emotional anguish of betrayal and abuse. 
 
Psalm 22 is a lament, but also a proclamation of faith 
followed by a crescendo of praise and a prediction of a 
perfect future. The suffering servant is faithfully, 
unwaveringly, trusting in God to save him. So, while it 
starts with deep emotional pain and a desperate call for 
help, the point is His steadfast assurance of faith, His 
declaration of praise and His certainty of a future 
Salvation of the many through it all. 
 
It shows that Jesus genuinely suffered everything a 
human would suffer in the same situation, but even so, 
Jesus fully trusted the Father and His plan. Jesus knew 
Deuteronomy 31:6-8 was true… Always true.  
 
The very next thing that happened in our Crucifixion 
accounts is that Jesus “Yielded up His Spirit” and 
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“Breathed His last” and the curtain separating mankind 
from God was torn in two… forever (Matthew 27:46-51, 
Mark 15:33-38). 
 
That’s actually the plainest, most obvious way to 
interpret those two passages… Anyone can get it, and 
yet, not everyone does. 
 

Once we do though, we can apply it by understanding 
Jesus and His sacrifice better and we can take from it a 
general principle that suffering is real, but that, 
because of Jesus, we have a sure and certain hope 
that is greater than our suffering. 
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When tragedy, betrayal, pain or anguish arrive, don’t 
ignore it - we’re not stoics, or British. Don’t deny it - 
we’re not Buddhists. Don’t embrace it as penance - 
we’re not ascetics, or Catholics. Don’t enjoy it - we’re 
not masochists. Acknowledge it for what it is, but never 
waver in your faith that God has you. 
 
It requires a willingness to put in the work to 
understand and an openness to what you find and then 
a desire, through God’s power, to yield to His 
revelation. To OBEY. 
 
2) That brings me to another point. God is not 
interested in teaching anyone something new, when 
they’re not listening to what He’s already taught.  
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As I’ve said before, an instructor pilot isn’t going to start 
the lesson on landing the airplane, if you still can’t keep 
the wings level in flight. This guy is thinking, man this 
has got to be the shortest, but widest runway I’ve ever 
seen. 
 
Obey what you know, then He will reveal something 
new.   
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3) Another saying that goes with this one is that “A 
passage can have only one meaning, but many 
applications.” A much better way to phrase that is: A 
passage can only have the meanings intended by the 
author. So, a passage only has one meaning, unless 
the author intended an additional symbolic or 
typological meaning as well. 
 
C.S. Lewis intended an allegorical meaning in his “The 
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.” Jesus, in His 
parable of “The Sower,” went on to explicitly explain the 
symbolical meaning He intended.  
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From that people think every passage has a deeper, 
symbolical, typological, moral, or allegorical meaning. 
They don’t. As we saw before, you don’t need a special 
decoder ring. The author generally makes it clear when 
He intends such an extrapolation. 
 
A parable, by definition, is an extended metaphor, an 
analogous example used to explain an abstract idea. 
Just similar to my flying analogy. It’s not real - it takes 
real-life example to make a spiritual point, but not all 
Biblical texts are parables. 
 
That’s another principle - good interpretation requires 
understanding the genre. 
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In Matthew 10:5-15, the passage we studied over the 
last two weeks, it’s easy to see a symbolic meaning 
between the 12 Apostles sent to the 12 Tribes of Israel. 
That extra symbolical meaning was no doubt intended 
and is okay, but that does not change the fact that this 
event physically happened. The literal meaning is the 
primary meaning. The symbolic meaning is secondary. 
 
That’s not to say that the secondary meaning isn’t 
important, it is here, as it more clearly shows the intent 
behind sending out the Apostles. The Messianic 
Message was carried to the whole nation of Israel just 
as God promised it would be. 
 
That’s a big deal - it is the Old Testament fulfilled. It 
proves God’s faithfulness, but it does not change the 
fact that the author’s main point was the physical 
occasion. Otherwise, He would have told it differently 
to emphasize something else. 
 
Can a person then take the literal and symbolic 
meanings and extrapolate from them an allegorical 
meaning? Like, the 12 Tribes of Israel now stand for 
the Christian church? No! Not from here. There is 
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nothing to suggest such an allegorical interpretation 
was ever intended in this passage. 
 
Can we say that Jesus sent the 12 and later the 70 out 
in pairs and so that means that Christians should go 
door-to-door in pairs? No! There’s no mandate, no 
universally applicable instruction, not even a 
suggestion that Christians in the 21st century should 
follow that model. Never insist on a prescriptive 
mandate from a descriptive narrative. 
 
Is it okay to do door-to-door evangelism in pairs? Sure, 
but it is neither Biblical, nor non-biblical, from our 
passage in Matthew 10. 
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Another example is the Prodigal Son of Luke 15. 
Nearly every sermon I’ve heard on this parable 
focusses on the Prodigal. We call it the “Parable of the 
Prodigal Son.” The typical exposition shows how any 
backslidden Christian, can come home again and be 
welcomed back with great fanfare. 
 
Often, it’s even worse than that, when the speaker 
equates the “Prodigal” with an unsaved person first 
coming to faith. 
 
The parable (and the entire chapter of Luke 15) is 
principally about the second son. Jesus told the 
parable primarily to challenge the hard-hearted Jewish 
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leaders who were offended that Jesus would allow 
unworthy sinners to come to Him (Luke 15:2). We try to 
make it work for us and give ourselves a warm fuzzy.  
 
Once we understand what the passage means, 
correctly applying it to our situation is much easier - 
much less ambiguous. For us, it is a dire warning about 
our attitude concerning seekers and new Christians.  
 
It is popular today, among liberal scholars, to muddy 
that process by combining interpretation and 
application in a single step. What happens when you 
meld the process is you end up with multiple 
interpretation possibilities. Because questions like, how 
does this resonate with me, what does this mean in my 
situation, how do I apply this to others, and what is the 
moral of this story taint the text’s meaning. 
Interpretation then becomes pure human conjecture. 
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4) Another of my favorites is, “If you torture the Bible 
enough, it will confess to anything.” Generally 
speaking, the Bible is fairly straightforward and easy to 
understand. What’s difficult is accepting and obeying 
the content. Because that’s true, people devise all sorts 
of creative ways to dismiss the bits they don’t like. One 
way is to twist the meaning of the Bible. 
 
Jimmy Creech, a former Methodist pastor, who is at the 
center of the debate concerning homosexual marriages 
in that denomination, said: “At the heart of the claim 
that the Bible is clear ‘that homosexuality is forbidden 
by God’ is poor biblical scholarship and a cultural bias 
read into the Bible. The Bible says nothing about 
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‘homosexuality’ as an innate dimension of personality. 
Sexual orientation was not understood in biblical 
times.”  
 
He’s as wrong as he could possibly be, and so it 
makes my point. Besides starting off with an ad 
hominem argument, dismissing any who disagree as 
poor scholars mired in an evil cultural bias, he says, 
“The Bible says nothing about ‘homosexuality’ as an 
innate dimension of personality.”  
The very opening chapter of the Bible tells us that 
1:27NASBGod created man in His own image, in the 
image of God He created him; male and female He 
created them.  
Genesis chapter 2 says, 2:18aNASBThen the Lord 
God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone, I will 
make him a helper suitable for him.” When Adam saw 
Eve, he exclaimed 2:23bNASB“This is now bone of my 
bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 
Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” 24For 
this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, 
and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one 
flesh.  
 
Quoting this passage Jesus added, “What God has 
joined together, let no man separate.” We take that 
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individually. We say it in the course of the wedding 
ceremony as applicable to that particular union. If it 
applies to a marriage, it applies universally as a 
principle. Jesus was saying, you want to know what 
God thinks about divorce? Let no human tear apart and 
destroy what God has ordained from the foundation of 
the world. One man, one woman, joined together as 
one flesh in the sight of Almighty God their Creator in a 
covenantal relationship for the rest of their earthy lives. 
 
Never once in the entire Bible is there even a hint that 
a same-gender union is acceptable to God. Creech 
said that “Sexual orientation was not understood in 
biblical times.” The Bible mentions homosexual 
relations going back at least 4,000 years. About 3,500 
years ago, God specifically condemned homosexual 
practice in the Law. 
 
1,900 years ago, the New Testament confirmed the 
ongoing nature of that condemnation of homosexual 
activity as sin. 
 
Why? What’s the big deal? As confirmed in Romans 1, 
the nature of mankind, absent God’s influence, is to 
corrupt God’s plan. 
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Homosexual relations are a corruption of what God 
ordained, just as heterosexual relations outside of a 
covenantal marriage are a corruption of what God 
ordained. Just like all arrogance, unrighteousness, lust, 
greed, envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice, gossip and 
slander are corruptions of what God ordained. 
 
I’m not speaking out against active homosexuals - I’m 
speaking out against every kind of sin. Stop sinning! 
Whatever your particular brand of sin happens to be 
stop it, confess it, repent of it, focus on Christ, pick 
yourself up and try again.  
 
I’m merely using one specific sin, homosexual 
relations, to point out how people torture Scripture. 
Beyond that people make stupid arguments. Case in 
point, I’ve heard many homosexuals say this is how 
God made me. No! This is how 6,000 years of human 
sin has made you. We are all corrupted by sin - 
ultimately that’s why we die. Our natural baser 
tendencies are to be overcome, not embraced. I’ve 
also heard the argument, don’t pick on me because my 
sin is different than yours. Wrong! Pick on everyone 
because all sin is reprehensible in the sight of a pure, 
perfect and holy God! 
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We are all a mess. If you don’t think so, you are 
arrogantly deluded. You either think people are better 
than they are, or that God is less than He is, or both. 
We are a hopeless mess, 57NASBBut thanks be to 
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ (I Corinthians 15:57). 
 

5) That brings me to another pithy saying. “The Bible is 
either absolute, or it is obsolete.” That goes as a whole, 
but also as the parts. As a whole, it has to do with the 
basis with which you approach the Bible. As to the 
parts, it means you cannot selectivity pick and choose 
the parts that apply and the parts that are obsolete. 
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The best argument in favor of active homosexuality is a 
progressive view of the Bible. Homosexuality might 
have been bad before, but now that we are so 
enlightened, it’s good. God needed heterosexuality in 
the beginning to get the human race growing, but now 
He’s happy with an anything goes laissez-faire 
approach… In fact, God probably prefers 
homosexuality due to overpopulation.  
 
Jesus didn’t have any female Apostles and Paul didn’t 
have any female Elders, because the times were too 
misogynistic, but now that we are so enlightened both 
are appropriate. The possibilities are endless. 
 
That’s the problem. If the progressive revelation God 
gave in the Bible didn’t end with the Book of 
Revelation, we are lost. In such a case, no one could 
ever justify any concrete belief or doctrine of 
Christianity. I could just as easily claim that when 
people had lower self-esteem, they needed a Savior, 
but now that we are so enlightened, we no longer need 
a vicarious sacrifice. We can simply save ourselves - 
we don’t need Jesus anymore. 
 
See what I mean? If we allow revelation beyond the 
Canon of Holy Scripture, the whole business becomes 
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human subjectivity and there can be no fixed meaning 
for any of it. It all becomes an exercise in self-
aggrandizing, self-deception. 
 

6) “Context is king.” I have said that every bad doctrine 
ever conceived, includes taking Scripture out of 
context. I stand by that statement. Beyond that, every 
claim of a Biblical contradiction includes a wrong 
understanding of context. 
 
There was a philosophical shift in the way we consume 
the world around us. Everything today is about how I 
feel about a thing. It is unimportant what anyone else 
feels about a mountain vista - it’s only important how it 
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affects me. What the musician intends with a song is 
unimportant - it only matters how it makes me feel. 
Likewise, what an author intended with his words are 
inconsequential, what is at issue is how his words 
move me. 
 
People unwittingly approach the Bible the same way. It 
doesn’t matter what Paul was thinking or what he was 
trying to convey… It only matters what the passage 
means to me. 
 
That is the ultimate in taking the Bible out of context 
and like all these errors, when we commit them, we 
make our own opinion trump God’s revelation. We 
make ourselves our own god creating our own religion 
that serves our needs.  
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7) There are so many, like “Let Scripture interpret 
Scripture.” John 1:1, 1NASBIn the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. Cool, who is the Word? Verse 14, 14aNASBAnd 
the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us. Nice, He 
became flesh, but Who is He? Verses 17&18, 
17NASBFor the Law was given through Moses; grace 
and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. 18No one 
has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who 
is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.  
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8) And one that helped us with the first part of Matthew 
chapter 10 and our tendency to view it both 
anachronistically and self-centeredly is, “The Bible can 
never mean, what it never meant.” 
 
When Jesus commissioned the 12 and sent them out 
as described in Matthew chapter 10, Mark chapter 6, 
and Luke chapter 9, it was for a special mission and a 
specific ministry, that was so temporary, no further 
mention is made anywhere about what they actually 
accomplished. 
 
Luke is the only Gospel to mention that later, Jesus 
sent 70 additional men out in much the same way. 
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They quickly reported back. Luke 10:17 tells us, 
17NASBThe seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, 
even the demons are subject to us in Your name.” To 
which Jesus responded in verse 20, 20“Do not rejoice 
that the spirits submit to you, rejoice that your names 
are written in heaven.”  
 
We can assume that both missions had the desired 
effect and that both were very short-lived. The only 
other reference is in Luke 22:35&36, there Jesus was 
giving some final instructions in the Upper Room 
before going to the Garden. 35NASBThen Jesus asked 
them, “When I sent you out to preach the Good News 
and you did not have money, a traveler’s bag, or an 
extra pair of sandals, did you need anything?” “No,” 
they replied. 36“But now,” he said, “take your money 
and a traveler’s bag. And if you don’t have a sword, sell 
your cloak and buy one!”  
 
How we interpret the Bible has extreme consequences 
and so my best advice is to handle Scripture with the 
care and respect God’s Holy Word deserves. 
 
To better show what I mean, let me give you a few 
examples. 
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A hyper-popular verse for bumper stickers and tattoos, 
Philippians 4:13, 13NASBI can do all things through 
Him who strengthens me. So many people take that as 
a promise. Since I’m a Christian, there’s nothing I 
cannot accomplish, achieve, or attain.  
 
That verse has absolutely nothing to do with winning a 
football game, having an easy marriage, or beating 
cancer. It has everything to do with a complete and 
total reliance upon God for every provision. 
 
Technically, it means that the Apostle Paul, and only 
the Apostle Paul, trusted in God so much, that he was 
content with whatever God choose to provide for him. 
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Whether it was “With humble means,” or “To live in 
prosperity,” whether it was “Having abundance,” or 
“Suffering need,” Paul’s strength was in the Lord 
(Philippians 4:12). 
 
By careful examination, we can extrapolate that 
principle into every Christian’s experience if they 
actively allow the Holy Spirit to mature them to that 
same attitude that Paul had. The principle, as stated, is 
then potentially applicable to any Christian. Use the 
verse as a reminder to trust God so much that you are 
always content with whatever He provides.  
 
Another example is one I heard recently from the 
Prosperity Gospel Preacher Joel Osteen. He 
paraphrased the first bit of Philippians 1:28, “Never be 
frightened, in anything, by your opponents.” He then 
preached that the passage was showing how 
Christians should never be intimidated by anything in 
this life. He said, “Don't be intimidated by that cancer.” 
Because, “Sickness cannot keep you from your 
destiny” (https://www.cfaith.com/index.php/blog/22-
articles/christian-living/22288-don-t-be-intimidated). 
 
What the Apostle Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, meant, was never be frightened by those who 
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oppose your Christianity and your active Christian 
ministry. Trust God; stay the course, even when 
persecuted by unbelievers. 
 

A final example is the ubiquitous use of Romans 8:28, 
28NASBGod causes all things to work together for 
good to those who love God.” Well, I love God, so 
everything is “Gonna’ be alright.”  
 
First, “Good,” is good from God’s perspective, good for 
His Divine purposes. What if my perspective and 
purpose are different than God’s? For this verse to 
apply they cannot be different. The kind of love for 
God, is the unconditional surrender kind, but if we just 
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read the rest of that single verse, it becomes 
irrefutable. 28NASBAnd we know that God causes all 
things to work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  
 
What is ultimately Good, may be very bad from a 
human perspective, but if we love God, we know God, 
we trust God and we want His will done on earth as it is 
in Heaven. 
 

9) “Christocentric focus.” The last principle I want to 
mention today is the idea that derives from the overall 
context of the Bible and is a large part of our 
foundational approach. 
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The Bible is God’s revelation of Himself to mankind for 
a purpose. It’s not a manmade set of books and it’s not 
a revelation without purpose. God has revealed about 
Himself precisely what He wants us to know for the 
purpose of a genuine and reciprocal, parent-child 
relationship with us. 
 
The problem is that there exists a vast chasm between 
Him, the holy, infinite, eternal God and us, His profane, 
finite, mortal creatures. 
 
The Bible clearly demonstrates our utter inability to 
cross over the chasm between us from our side. Even 
when God chose a particular people and blessed them 
with His protection and His Word and His Spirit, we 
humans proved that we are unable to bridge the gap. 
 
The only possible solution was that God had to 
crossover from His side - there was no other way. He 
promised that He would do just that and then He 
fulfilled that promise some 2,000 years ago on our 
calendar. 
 
That Bridge - that only means of crossing the vast 
chasm - is the focal point of the entire Bible. God’s 
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Holy and Anointed One, His Messiah, His Christ, Who 
is Jesus, the Word of God made flesh - Emmanuel - 
God with us - He is the centerpiece of the entire 
revelation of God to us. 
 
Our understanding, interpretation and application of 
God’s Holy Word must be Christ-centered. That’s why 
we are called Christians. 
 
It’s not to say that every passage is specifically about 
Jesus, but every passage should align with a Christ-
centered perspective. Beyond an overall contextual 
corrective, such a viewpoint also functions as a check. 
What that means is that and anytime a passage 
doesn’t point to Jesus in some way, we should recheck 
our work. 
 
I used Philippians 4:13, 13NASBI can do all things 
through Him who strengthens me, as an example 
earlier, so let me use it again. Remember, we have 
been reminded that it has to do with contentment as I 
trust God in all things, not that I can accomplish 
anything I set as a goal. The idea is that I can trust and 
so be content, because He strengthens me. 
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Maybe you can already see my point. When I view it 
as, “I can do because,” I, am the focus. It is self-
centered. It is about me. Our favorite subject in the 
world. We are always trying to see ourselves in the 
text, how does this affect me, what am I to do, how do I 
apply this to my life, what does this mean for me? 
 
The correct way to view it is that it is Jesus Christ Who 
gives me the strength that I need in order to truly trust 
in all things and therefore to be content as a result. It’s 
a passage, not about me, not about the Apostle Paul, 
it’s about Jesus, It’s always all about Jesus my friends. 
Praise and worship His Holy Name. 


