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                                   Advent: Love 
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MATTHEW 13:53-58 ~ 53NASBWhen Jesus had finished these parables, He departed 
from there. 54He came to His hometown and began teaching them in their synagogue, 
so that they were astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these 
miraculous powers? 55“Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary, 
and His brothers, James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56“And His sisters, are 
they not all with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 57And they took 
offense at Him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his 
hometown and in his own household.” 58And He did not do many miracles there 
because of their unbelief. 
 
Why is this incident told in this place? 
 
 
Because of their familiarity with Jesus, they assumed that they knew Him. 
 
 
They took offence at Jesus, meaning they rejected Him entirely. 
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“Familiarity breeds contempt,” but why does it?  
 
 
 
Familiarity creates a strong opinion about a person.  
 

We put them in a box of our own expectation.  
 

Jesus was not what they expected. 
 
 
 
 
He did not fit what they assumed would be the pedigree & background of… 
 
 
 
 
(I) “The Parable of the Sower.”  
 

1) Some essentially ignore Jesus, because their expectations don’t allow them to 
see His importance. 
 
2) Some get excited about Jesus, but passion driven excitement never lasts long 
in the face of unmet expectations. 
 
3) Some persevere a bit longer, but eventually, the unmet expectations build up to 
an insurmountable obstacle. 
 
4) Only those who suspend their expectations and make Jesus more important 
than themselves, stay the course and produce Kingdom fruit. 

 
 
 
 
(III) & (IV) The parables of “The Mustard Seed,” and “The Leaven.” Even though Jesus 
didn’t fit anyone’s expectation, the Kingdom of Heaven had come. Almost 
imperceptibly, easily overlooked, but ever advancing.  
 

Get past what you expect, and grasp what is, or it will simply pass you by. 
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(V) & (VI) The parables of “The Hidden Treasure,” and “The Pearl of Great Value.” 
Even though the Kingdom so unlike anyone’s expectation, it was nevertheless the 
most valuable and most important thing of all.  
 
 
 
 
(II) & (VII) The parables of “The Tares,” and “The Dragnet.” Evil coexists with good, for 
now. Can you get past your expectations of what things should be and simply trust in 
Him?  
 
 
 
 
Jesus told His Apostles, because you guys are able to suspend your expectations, at 
least more than most, you understand God’s plan better than anyone else. You will be 
My teachers and My judges, and the Kingdom will advance. 
 
 
 
 
Expectations are opinions. We formulate our opinions on incomplete and inconsistent 
information, then we place them on the altar of our heart, and we worship them as the 
little idols we make them to be. 
 

Idolatry and the arrogance that turns human opinion into idols, go hand-in-hand 
and the Bible repeatedly says such people “Will not inherit the Kingdom of God.” 

 
 
 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 
Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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There were three large cities, all within a day’s walk from Nazareth that were extremely 
Hellenistic, secular and pagan.  
 

Tiberias: 
 
Scythopolis (Beit She’an): 
 
Sepphoris: 

 
 

“Carpenters,” τέκτων (tĕk-tōn): 

 

“Synagogue,” συναγωγή (sü-nä-gō-gā):  

 

“Christian Assembly,” ἐκκλησία (ĕk-klā-sē-ä): 

 

“Church,” κύριος (kü-ȑē-ŏs):  

 
 
They could not reconcile the gracious Rabbi with the human being they thought they 
knew so well. They could not get onboard with the idea that He was special, because 
to them, He was common. 
 

“Unbelief,” ἀπιστία (ä-pēs-tē-ä): 

 

“Offence,” σκανδαλίζω (skän-dä-lē-dzō): 

 
Matthew 11:6 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check all that apply – detach and place in the offering or the prayer box 
 

_____ I want to talk with the pastor about ___________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want prayer for _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want to volunteer to _____________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want more information about ______________________________________________ 
 

_____ Other __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ______________________ Address _________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
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Alêtheia ~ Matthew 13g ~ 120819 
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Last week we concluded the parables of Jesus 
recorded in the thirteenth chapter of Matthew. We 
discovered that through them, Jesus described aspects 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 

Matthew 13:53-58 ~ 53NASBWhen Jesus had finished 
these parables, He departed from there. 54He came to 
His hometown and began teaching them in their 
synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, 
“Where did this man get this wisdom and these 
miraculous powers? 55“Is not this the carpenter’s son? 
Is not His mother called Mary, and His brothers, James 
and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56“And His sisters, 
are they not all with us? Where then did this man get 
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all these things?” 57And they took offense at Him. But 
Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor 
except in his hometown and in his own household.” 
58And He did not do many miracles there because of 
their unbelief. 
 
It might seem like this passage should have been the 
beginning of a new chapter, instead of the close of the 
Parable Chapter. It actually starts off with the fact that 
we’re done with parables – at least for a while. It starts 
off with a geographic change of venue from 
Capernaum, 20 miles southwest to Nazareth. But this 
incident is well-placed. It’s told here, because it is a 
graphic illustration of what Jesus had been talking 
about through His parables for the entire chapter. 
 
Clearly, the people of Jesus’ hometown, took offence 
AT Him, because of their familiarity WITH Him. They 
assumed that they knew Him, because they had 
watched Him grow up, they knew His family, and they 
were part of His human story. They thought they knew 
all about Him. 
 
They took offence at Jesus, meaning they not only 
rejected Him as the one and only true Messiah, 
anointed and sent by Yahweh… Meaning, they not only 
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rejected Him as a great prophet, in a long line of great 
prophets… They rejected Jesus even as a teacher, a 
Rabbi, a man of God. Their rejection was complete. In 
Luke’s similar account, they were so upset that they 
ran Him out of town and actually tried to kill Him. Now 
that’s taking offence. 
 
Why? Sure, because “Familiarity breeds contempt,” but 
why does it? Think about the why?  
 

Let’s look past the obvious surface reason, to the 
reality, that “Familiarity breeds contempt” specifically 
because, familiarity creates a strong opinion about a 
person. I’ve known Rob for his entire life – it’s getting 
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uncomfortably close to 60 years. Because of my 
familiarity with him, I have an incredibly strong opinion 
about Rob, as regards his reputation, in my mind. I’m 
highly certain, I know what he is, and is not, capable of 
– I have him in a very defined box of my own 
EXPECTATION.  
 
Familiarity leads to very strong expectations that are 
difficult to ignore… Jesus was not what they expected. 
 
Expectations my friends, expectations. They are, our 
ruination in so many respects. Jesus simply did not fit 
what they assumed, would be the pedigree and 
background of a Godly teacher, let alone of a new 
prophet, let alone of their Savior. 
 
Chapter 13 started off with (I) “The Parable of the 
Sower.” The point there, was about this very thing… It 
was about people with preconceived and strongly held 
personal beliefs that prevented them from 
wholehearted and steadfast devotion to Christ. Another 
way to say that is Christ failed to live up to their 
expectations… right away, or later on… 
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1) Some people essentially ignored Jesus’ teaching. 
Because of their expectations they didn’t see it as the 
very “Words of Life.” It wasn’t important enough to 
them to work at, or fight for, understanding. Jesus’ 
Words simply bounced off, or went in one ear and out 
the other. “The evil one comes and snatches away” 
what was treated so carelessly.  
 
It happens right here in this building every Sunday.  
 
I mean it happens in a lot of places all around the 
globe, but right now, there is someone who, because of 
their ideas, their belief system, their worldview, their 
perspective, their expectations of what is valuable and 
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what isn’t – what is important and what isn’t – what is 
worth their time and effort and what isn’t… Who allow 
the message given to bounce off, or drift through their 
mind without effect, in one ear and out the other, and 
so, “Satan snatches it away.” 
 

2) Some people got enthusiastic about what Jesus had 
to say, mostly because it was different and exciting, 
new and fresh, perhaps because He met some need, 
or desire they had – He healed them or cast a demon 
out of their mother-in-law… It was an emotional, 
visceral, attraction, because Jesus met their 
expectations, or at least met them enough, to be 
eagerly embraced. 
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But those feelings wear off quickly, as such people see 
with greater clarity. When Jesus inevitably failed to live 
up to the rest of their expectations, they promptly 
walked away. Passion driven excitement never lasts 
long in the face of unmet expectations Their devotion 
scorched by the sun, they wither and die. Every pastor 
I know, sees this phenomenon in the church. Visitors 
that are so excited, so enthusiastic, so eager, that they 
make wild claims of loyal allegiance, only to fall away in 
relatively short order. 
 

3) Other people persevere a bit longer, but eventually, 
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because their long-term expectations were unmet, they 
bailed out too.  
 
Concerns about themselves, over concerns about God 
and others, eventually overpowers their commitment 
and they, like plants choked out by weeds also wither 
and die.  
 

4) Only those who could suspend their own ideas 
about Who the Messiah was, and what the Messiah 
would do, became His true disciples. Only those who 
make Christianity more important than themselves stay 
the course and produce true Kingdom fruit. 
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What about you? How strongly do you hold your 
opinions? How adamant, how insistent, are you that 
things need to meet your expectations? 
 
I’ve told this one before… There was a church where 
the piano and organ were switched that ultimately led 
to a church split. How much damage are you willing to 
do to the Body of Christ, to get your way? 
 

 
(III) & (IV) The Parables of “The Mustard Seed,” and 
“The Leaven,” showed that even though Jesus didn’t fit 
anyone’s expectation, the Kingdom of Heaven had 
come. Almost imperceptibly, easily overlooked, but 
ever advancing all the same.  
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Get past what you expect and grasp what is, or it will 
simply pass you by. 
 

 
(V) & (VI) The Parables of “The Hidden Treasure,” and 
“The Pearl of Great Value,” showed that even though 
the Kingdom Jesus offered was difficult to recognize, 
difficult to accept, difficult to embrace, because it was 
so unlike anyone’s expectation, it was nevertheless the 
most valuable and most important thing of all. Expend 
every resource, realign every priority, do whatever’s 
necessary to obtain it. In other words, do whatever you 
must to realign your expectations so that you can 
receive what is. 
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Get this please… It didn’t seem like the Kingdom of 
Heaven to anyone! No one expected the Messiah to be 
Who the Messiah was. It ultimately came down to trust 
for them.  
 
Did they trust Jesus - trust His character, trust His 
behavior, trust His signs and wonders, trust His Word… 
more than they trusted their own strongly held personal 
beliefs, or expectations? Nothing has changed – do 
you? 
 

 
(II) & (VII) The final pairing that made the biggest point 
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of all was the parables of “The Tares,” and “The 
Dragnet.” 
 
Evil coexists with good for now. Can you get past that 
reality, past your expectations of what you think things 
should be and simply trust in Him? There’s really bad 
stuff happening all around us, war, pestilence, crime, 
disease. There’s evil happening to us right now. We 
have people in our church battling cancer, Multiple 
Sclerosis, Lupus, Neural Myelitis Optica, heart disease, 
arthritis and a whole host of other maladies, injuries 
and illnesses… And that’s just physical stuff. 
Depression, abuse, conflict, mental health issues, 
financial worries, relationship challenges, not to 
mention spiritual problems… Life is hard… Evil 
coexists with good… Will you trust?   
 



18 
 

The final bit before our passage today had Jesus 
saying to His Apostles, because you guys are able to 
suspend your expectations at least enough to follow 
Me you understand God’s plan better than anyone 
else. You will be My teachers and My judges, and you 
will show a new generation of people the new that was 
always present in the old. The Kingdom will advance. 
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Our incident today clearly shows how most people 
cannot let go of their expectations. Expectations are 
opinions – I could say something crude about opinions, 
but suffice it to say, we humans formulate our opinions 
on incomplete and inconsistent information, then we 
honor them, placing them on the altar of our heart and 
we adore them, worshipping them as the little idols we 
make them to be. 
 
Idolatry and the arrogance that turns human opinion 
into idols, go hand-in-hand and the Bible repeatedly 
says such people “Will not inherit the Kingdom of God.” 
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Let’s look at how it played out. Jesus travelled to 
Nazareth. It was His hometown. It was where He grew 
into a man and where He worked as a man prior to His 
baptism by John. Except for a couple of short sojourns, 
to Egypt and Judea, Jesus had spent most of His 
earthly life in that place. 
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Scholars used to think that Nazareth, at the time, had a 
population of 1,500 – 2,000 people. With new 
evidence, both historical and archeological, the 
estimate is more like 500 people. I doubt there was 
anyone from Nazareth who didn’t personally know 
Jesus, or someone closely associated with Him. It was 
a town roughly the size of Valier, or Coram, or Evaro, 
or Broadus – a place smaller than Hungry Horse. 
 
Written records confirm that the village was Jewish 
enough that a priestly family lived there. What does 
that mean? The province of Galilee was a melting pot 
of many different ethnic groups, nationalities and 
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religions, all of whom were very heavily influenced by 
Greek and Roman culture. 
 

There were three large cities, all within a day’s walk 
from Nazareth that were extremely Hellenistic, secular 
and pagan.  
 
About 14 miles away, was the Galilean capital city of 
Tiberias, where Herod Antipas had his summer palace 
on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. It is still easily seen 
from the village of Capernaum, just up the beach from 
it. About 18 miles from Nazareth, was the very 
cosmopolitan city of Scythopolis, otherwise known as 
Beit She’an, with its Greek ornamentation, Roman 
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bath, theatres and military garrison. Then, across a 
little valley from Nazareth, about 3 miles away was 
Sepphoris, the former capital of Galilee, newly 
restored, revitalized and bustling Greco-Roman 
commercial center. 
 

Church tradition holds that Mary was from Sepphoris. 
The Galileans put up a little resistance to the Romans 
in 4 B.C. Romans, being Romans, destroyed the 
capital of Galilee – Sepphoris - in response. Jesus was 
a few months old at the time. 
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Herod Antipas directed tremendous resources to 
rebuild – a project that lasted more than 20 years. Not 
only is the city clearly visible from Nazareth, it is where 
a construction worker, like Joseph, and later, his son 
Jesus, would have found plentiful work. 
 
“Carpenters,” τέκτων (tĕk-tōn), were guys who 
constructed stuff out of wood and stone and a 
combination of the two…  
 
Anything from tools, to furniture and from new 
construction homes and buildings to repairs and 
renovations of all kinds. It was building things with 
wood, and, or, stone. Given the relative poverty and 
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small size of Nazareth, Jesus and His earthly father 
Joe, would have had to travel to the Greco-Roman city 
of Sepphoris to make a living… Not to mention, to visit 
grandma and grandpa. 
 

He had almost certainly just passed through Sepphoris 
travelling from Capernaum to Nazareth, where we now 
find Him.  
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I say all of that to mention that in addition to the Greco-
Roman culture, the secular and pagan influences, 
there was in Galilee pockets that remained much more 
Jewish. Nazareth was such a place.  
 
We can imagine, that since Jesus’ family travelled the 
20 miles to see Him in Capernaum… And maybe didn’t 
receive the welcome they were hoping for… That 
Jesus had agreed to visit them in Nazareth, when time 
allowed. I guess time had now allowed. 
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Everyone in Nazareth was well-aware of Jesus’ 
itinerant ministry as a teacher and supposed miracle 
worker. As a somewhat famous fellow, back in town for 
a visit, it was only natural that He was offered the pulpit 
in His home church – so to speak.  
 
We can’t be sure that the account in the fourth chapter 
of Luke’s Gospel is the same incident, but they’re very 
similar either way. 
 
On the Sabbath, Jesus went to the Synagogue with His 
family and His Disciples. It was church day and they all 
went to church. There’s little doubt that this was the 
very same Synagogue in which He had grown up and 
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had been instructed in as a boy. His earthly father, 
mother, brothers and sisters, along with an untold 
number of extended relatives, and childhood friends, all 
called this Synagogue home. It was very likely the only 
Synagogue in town. 
 
Jesus was given a Scripture Scroll written in Hebrew, 
He read it to the people, who would have been able to 
follow the gist, even though they mostly spoke Aramaic 
and Greek. Jesus would have sat down to teach, 
explaining the passage He had read, making it more 
understandable to the people. 
 
To give a fuller sense of it… When the Temple was first 
destroyed by the Neo-Babylonians roughly 600 years 
before Jesus’ time, the Jews took to meeting in homes. 
Later, as they were able, they built community centers 
that we would call, churches. They were places to 
meet, to fellowship, to worship God and learn from His 
Word. 
 
They are called Synagogues to this day. The word has 
nothing to do with Hebrew or Judaism. In is a Greek 
word συναγωγή (sü-nä-gō-gā), that means to assemble 
together in one place. The Jewish people would get 
together, they would sing hymns, or songs of praise, 
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primarily taken from the Psalms. Then a guy, educated 
in the Bible, would stand up and read from the 
Scripture and then He would explain the passage to 
the folks. Afterward they would fellowship over food. 
 
Early Christians were Jews who simply adapted what 
they had grown up doing. The new focus was on Jesus 
and His bodily Resurrection, so it was only natural that 
they met on Sunday morning. Adventists of all stripes 
get that wrong. It is certain from Biblical and secular 
records, that from the very start, Christians gathered on 
Sunday morning in commemoration of the 
Resurrection. 
 
In order to distinguish Christian worship from Jewish 
worship, they used the term ἐκκλησία (ĕk-klā-sē-ä), 
instead of συναγωγή. It means a gathering of people 
who were summoned, or called out, to be there. 
 
As Christians, you were called by Jesus to be here 
today. You were called to be Christians, and as 
Christians, you are called to be part of Christianity, 
which Biblically, means to be an integral part of the 
local church. 
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Just to finish it off, the word church derives from the 
Greek word κύριος (kü-ȑē-ŏs), as in the song “Kyrie 
eleison.” It means Lord, referring to what belongs to the 
Lord. The Lord’s house, or as I prefer, the Lord’s 
people. We are the church. 
 
And as the church, we continue the same basic format 
instituted 2,000 years ago, which copied the Jewish 
practice going back an additional 6 centuries. 
 

Anyway, Jesus finished His sermon and the people 
were quite stunned. They were amazed at how 
knowledgeable and well-spoken He was, but they 
could not let it go at that… 



31 
 
 
They could not reconcile the gracious Rabbi with the 
human being they thought they knew so well. They 
could not get onboard with the idea that He was 
special, because to them, He was common. 
 
Piecing together the account in Mark chapter 6, and 
Luke chapter 4, even if they represent two or three 
separate events, I think it’s safe to say that Jesus 
intentionally escalated the situation in order to get to 
the Truth of the matter – to reveal their heart intent. 
 
Given their resistance due to their perceived familiarity 
with Him, Jesus would not, could not, do many 
miracles. He was one with the Father and with the 
Spirit and as such, would and could become 
synonymous. 
 
They no doubt pressed Him to show them more than 
He would/could give them based upon their attitude of 
unbelief. Jesus pointed out that through the ages, God 
had sent agents to the Children of Israel only to be 
rebuffed and rejected. He noted that those Men of God, 
performed great miracles benefiting outsiders – rather 
than insiders. Benefiting Gentiles, rather than Jews. 
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The implication was that they were just as unworthy as 
their ancestors because of their similar unbelief, which 
is another way to say, because of their unfaithfulness. 
When called on it, their response was outrage followed 
by plain rage. In Luke’s account they drove Him out of 
town and tried to kill Him. 
 
“Unbelief,” is ἀπιστία (ä-pēs-tē-ä), the exact and direct 
opposite of salvific faith. 
 

They took offence at Him. “Offence,” is σκανδαλίζω 
(skän-dä-lē-dzō). It is from a root word that describes 
the trigger mechanism of a trap… Like the foot plate of 
a leg-hold trap, or the small plate where you place the 
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cheese on a mouse trap. What’s interesting is this verb 
form always points to the outcome. 
 
It isn’t the trigger itself, so much as it is the idea that 
the trigger entices the animal to be trapped. 
σκανδαλίζω is translated often as to stumble, to fall 
away, to take offence, but also to cause to sin, to vex, 
or to scandalize, which is a word we derive directly 
from it. It is always about the enticement that leads to 
destruction. Jesus said, 6NASB“And blessed is he who 
does not take offense at Me” (Matthew 11:6). 
“Blessed,” in the context, essentially means Saved. 
Eternally Saved is the person who does not reject 
Jesus – the person who sees and avoids the 
enticement of unbelief, which triggers the trap of un-
salvation. 
 
So, Jesus gave them a maxim. It was an axiomatic 
saying that is roughly equivalent to our saying, that I 
already mentioned, “Familiarity breeds contempt.” 
 
It is precisely why fraternization is illegal in the military. 
Once I transitioned as a Commissioned Officer, very 
few of my enlisted contemporaries, and practically 
none of my enlisted superiors, could give me the 
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respect, that I was freely given from those who didn’t 
previously know me.  
 
They said, in the words of the late Eugene Peterson, 
“We’ve known him since he was a kid; he’s the 
carpenter’s son. We know his mother, Mary. We know 
his brothers James and Joseph, Simon and Judas. All 
his sisters live here. Who does he think he is?” (MSG). 
 
Roman Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy and some 
Protestants have a problem with “Brothers and sisters,” 
and their doctrine of Mary’s perpetual virginity. 
 
Obviously, Mary could not have been the mother of 
other kids and been a perpetual virgin. Serious Bible 
scholars agree that it her continued virginity is an 
untenable position from the Scripture. 
 
Where the virgin birth of Jesus is certain, the Bible not 
only gives no indication whatsoever that Mary 
continued in that state, it actually indicates the 
opposite. 
 
The only shred of evidence to support the idea of her 
lifelong virginity is the line of reasoning that if Mary had 



35 
 
other children, Jesus would not have entrusted her to 
John’s care at the Cross. 
 
First, the argument holds no water at all, because 
whoever James, Joseph, Simon and Judas were blood 
wise to Mary, they clearly functioned as her children 
legally and would have been obligated to care for her 
after Jesus died whether they wanted to or not.  
 
Why did Jesus do it then? At the time of His Crucifixion 
none of His brothers and sisters, natural or otherwise, 
were Christians. The Apostle John was! 
 
Mary’s other kids did go on to become Christians. Her 
son James eventually became leader of the Jerusalem 
church and author of the eponymous Bible book. Her 
son Simon, led the Jerusalem church after James was 
martyred and her son Judas, wrote the Book of Jude.  
 
It’s not important, I wouldn’t lose sleep over any of it, 
except to say, that for my part, I study, believe, teach 
and preach the Bible, not man-made religion. 
 
I follow God’s Word where it takes me and let other 
people add their rules and regulations, their pomp and 
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circumstance, their hoops and obstacles, their 
additions and deletions, and I pray for God’s Grace. 
 
The point today is that our expectations, based upon 
our familiarity or not, can derail us from the Truth if 
we’re not very careful. 
 
Be open to what God has for you. In my experience if 
struggling because it seems too crazy from your 
perspective, it’s probably a good bet that God’s 
showing you something. 


