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MATTHEW 21:33-46 ~
This is the second parable directed at the religiously competent. Those who
_____________ the external functions of religion reasonably well.
Let me just remind you that this is not an allegory.
The point is made once the audience answers, and then the
connection is revealed.

Rather than God’s friends, they have become God’s ____________. Again,
we need to turn that back on ourselves. Are we doing the same thing?
Well, let’s see… What is most important? Second to that is to
now… (Matthew 22:35-40, Mark 12:28-34, Luke 10:27, John
13:34-35, I John 4:18).

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or
Deacon of the church.
God Bless You!
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Wow is it easy to love God when all is good, love Christians far removed,
make rules about little stuff, and make grand gestures that mean nothing.
If you care about God, care about your spouse, care about a
friend. care at all about others… Find out what they actually
want and do your best to give them that.

The parable was real-life to them and it was a Biblical concept they all
knew. (Isaiah 5:1-7, 11, 18, 20-21, 23).
Bear the Fruit of God as _____________ that you are His. Bear
the fruit of self-indulgence and “Woe to you.”
If you’re a Christian, but are not acting Christ-like…

Jesus insulted them once again by questioning their understanding of basic
______________ in verse 42 and then quoted from Psalm 118.
Hallel (Psalm 113-118) means praise. Hebrew ( הַ לְ לּו־יָּהhäl-lālü yä) is “Praise the Lord.” Greek ἁλληλουϊά (äl-lā-lü-ē-ä).
It has to do with recognizing that only God can save and that
He will do so in an unusual way… Specifically, Isaiah 28:15…
It was a monumental slap in the face to those guys, but Jesus didn’t stop
there - He then plainly told them in verse 43. For their part, “They
understood” and “Sought to seize Him.”
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Write a brief note – detach and place in the offering, or the prayer box, or give it to a Deacon/Elder

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Name ____________________________ Address ______________________________________________
Phone ______________________ Email ______________________________________________________
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Last week we left off with Jesus’ first parable in the
Temple. The gist was one son seemed very agreeable
to obeying his father, but didn’t actually obey, while the
other resisted, but then obeyed.
It was pointed, dramatic and stark… Jesus bluntly
called out the religious elite for putting on a great show
of honoring God, but never really honoring Him the way
He wanted to be honored.
Isn’t it the same today? Don’t we put on a good show especially on Sunday mornings - but then turn around
and gossip, complain, focus on our wants rather, than
God’s wants, our desires rather, than the church’s
needs?
Regardless of where you were in the past, will you
actually honor God as He wants to be honored today
and going forward? It’s a simple question and a simple
concept. The window dressing will never fool God, so
there’s no sense wasting time, effort, and resources
with that. Either live your life for yourself, or live your
life for Christ… Just be honest with yourself - be real
with others - it’s your heart that will be judged and no
one can fake that.
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Matthew 21:33-41 ~ 33“Listen to another parable.
There was a landowner who planted a vineyard and
put a wall around it and dug a wine press in it, and built
a tower, and rented it out to vine-growers and went on
a journey. 34“When the harvest time approached, he
sent his slaves to the vine-growers to receive his
produce. 35“The vine-growers took his slaves and beat
one, and killed another, and stoned a third. 36“Again
he sent another group of slaves larger than the first;
and they did the same thing to them. 37“But afterward
he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my
son.’ 38“But when the vine-growers saw the son, they
said among themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us
kill him and seize his inheritance.’ 39“They took him,
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and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
40“Therefore when the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those vine-growers?” 41They said to
Him, “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,
and will rent out the vineyard to other vine-growers who
will pay him the proceeds at the proper seasons.”
This is the second parable directed at the religiously
competent. Those who perform the external functions
of religion well…
The parable worked well. Jesus told a dramatic story,
got the attention of His audience, drew them into the
story so that they were immersed and then got them to
buy in with His question. Because it was a well-crafted
parable, His audience immediately and eagerly
answered correctly. Again, that put them right where
Jesus wanted them for revealing His point in telling the
story.
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Matthew 21:42-46 ~ 42Jesus said to them, “Did you
never read in the Scriptures, ‘The stone which the
builders rejected, This became the chief corner stone;
This came about from the Lord, And it is marvelous in
our eyes’? 43“Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of
God will be taken away from you and given to a
people, producing the fruit of it. 44“And he who falls on
this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it
falls, it will scatter him like dust.” 45When the chief
priests and the Pharisees heard His parables, they
understood that He was speaking about them. 46When
they sought to seize Him, they feared the people,
because they considered Him to be a prophet.
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Oftentimes, instead of me overexplaining things, it’s
nice to simply set the stage and read. Once we
understand the context, it really is very simple and
easy to understand.
Let me just remind you that this is not an allegory - it’s
a parable. In fact, the Bible plainly tells us that. Verse
33, Jesus started off by saying, “Listen to another
parable.” Parables are stories that do precisely what
last week’s story and this story we just read
accomplish. They draw the audience in and then make
a single main point with flair, drama, and usually a twist
to give the speaker’s rhetorical point impact, and make
it easy to remember.
If I just tell you a fact, you may forget it before you get
out of the parking lot, but if I can connect it to a picture,
a story, a word study or make it through telling a
parable, there’s a much better chance that you’ll retain
it at least until you get home… Maybe beyond that.
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People want to dissect the parable and turn it into an
allegory by assigning a specific meaning to each
element. Augustine in about 430 A.D. secret cryptic
meanings to everything… A certain man went down
from Jerusalem to Jericho; Adam himself is
meant; Jerusalem is the heavenly city of peace, from
whose blessedness Adam fell; Jericho means the
moon, and signifies our mortality, because it is born,
waxes, wanes, an dies. Thieves are the devil and his
angels. Who stripped him, namely; of his
immortality; and beat him, by persuading him to
sin; and left him half-dead, because in so far as man
can understand and know God, he lives, but in so far
as he is wasted and oppressed by sin, he is dead; he is
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therefore called half-dead. The priest and
the Levite who saw him and passed by, signify the
priesthood and ministry of the Old Testament which
could profit nothing for salvation. Samaritan means
Guardian, and therefore the Lord Himself is signified by
this name. The binding of the wounds is the restraint of
sin. Oil is the comfort of good hope; wine the
exhortation to work with fervent spirit. The beast is the
flesh in which He deigned to come to us. The being set
upon the beast is belief in the incarnation of Christ.
The inn is the Church, where travelers returning to their
heavenly country are refreshed after pilgrimage.
The morrow is after the resurrection of the Lord.
The two pence are either the two precepts of love, or
the promise of this life and of that which is to come.
The innkeeper is the Apostle (Paul). The
supererogatory payment is either his counsel of
celibacy, or the fact that he worked with his own hands
lest he should be a burden to any of the weaker
brethren when the Gospel was new, though it was
lawful for him “to live by the gospel”
Augustine, Quaestiones Evangeliorum, II, 19.
In our parable, most folks would agree that the
“Landowner” is God, the “Vineyard” is Israel. People
disagree on the identification of the “Wall,” the
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“Winepress,” and the “Tower.” Why God would take a
“Journey” doesn’t fit, so we ignore that. The “Produce”
is variously the Good Jews, the Jewish people in
general, or the potential good works, or witness, or
worship of the Jews. The “Slaves” are the prophets and
other leaders God sent and the Jewish leadership
abused. Mark’s and Luke’s rendering have fewer total
“Slaves” sent than Matthew, but in three delegations,
instead of two. What do we make of that? I could go
on, but my point is we are wasting our time with trying
to turn this into what it is not.
We are to take it precisely the way we did. We got the
gist - we followed the story - we got invested. I’m quite
sure that most, if not all of you, answered Jesus
question mentally. When I read “What will the
Landowner do to those vine-growers?” You answered
in your mind, right?
That’s the point. Once you answer, Jesus gives you the
single main point of comparison and the entire reason
He told the story in the first place. The whole point is
revealed to be that the legalistically religious people
are so busy doing what is right in their own eyes, they
have missed what God wants from them and what He’s
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actually doing in their midst… Rather than God’s
friends, they have become God’s worst enemies.
Again, we need to turn that back on ourselves. Are we
doing the same thing… even to a small degree? Are
we so sure we know, and so busy doing, that we’ve
missed God entirely?
Well, let’s see… What is most important? Think about
what the main things to being a Heaven-bound
Christian consist of… What does it look like to be a
saint?

Well, the first most important thing is to Love God with
everything you’ve got… Literally, Love Him more than
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all else, including your family and even your own life,
liberty, and happiness. Love God means to Love the
Father - desiring His Glory, His Kingdom and His Will.
Love the Son - desiring your conformity to His image,
His life, and even His death. Love the Spirit - desiring
His presence, His comfort, and His direction. Love, not
with human love, but with the Divine Love of God
poured out into your heart.
That Love can only be accessed by people who
understand, accept, and fully embrace it. People who
are extraordinarily humble and grateful for the Grace
they have received get it. It’s shown to be true by their
willingness to be gracious to others.
If that does not describe you there’s work to be done. It
is the work of earnestly seeking God to strip away the
human things, in which you place your trust, and in
which grow your pride. To do that He must strip away
your fear.
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Last week I said, if you meet multiple nasty people a
day - you’re the nasty person… If you are, it is because
you are full of fear. We think we are tough when we are
aggressive, but aggression - bullying - being rude…
are just childish emotions resulting from being scared. I
would say, grow up, but it’s really only God’s Love that
can set you free.
Fear is the Love killer. Fear is what drives us to every
relationship destroying thought and behavior. Fear is
the Love killer. There is no fear in Love - “Perfected
Love,” which is to say, God’s Love fully embraced,
“Drives out fear” (I John 4:18). Therefore Love, and
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only Love, is the fear killer. Daily pray for His Love to
drive out your fear.

Okay, that’s number one. Second to that is to now Love
your fellow Christian… And please get this… Love
them starting in your closest proximity. Love the people
in this room first and foremost. That’s the test.
Wow is it easy to love Christians in Turkey, or
Botswana, or Siberia. Easy to love children in
Zimbabwe, Uzbekistan, or Ecuador. Love the people
singing off-key standing next to you… Love the kids
running around underfoot here.
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What’s the proof of God’s Love perfected in you in this
regard? When you are infinitely patient and gentle…
When you are self-controlled actively working for the
best of the group at your own expense without
complaint.
If you are a negative person, you’ll call yourself a
realist, but instead of looking for what’s real, you will
actually look for what’s wrong… The problem is we
always find what we search for. Try searching for what
is good, and if you see something wrong, work to make
it better. As Paul taught us in Philippians 4:8 (NIV),
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever
is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever
is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.
Dwell on the positive… Love well, avoid evil, and cling
to Good (Romans 12:9).

17

You say, well Scott, I’ve got both of those things
covered. Good! Now Love the lost - the abortionist, the
child molester, the drug dealer, the flag-burning Antifa
fanatic, the sports figure who thinks you should care
what he thinks… Love them enough to share Jesus
with them in a way that they might actually accept.
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Once you have all three of those areas covered come
see me and we’ll discuss taboo food and drink,
inappropriate clothing for women, proper praise song
selection, church order of service, pews or chairs, the
appropriateness of drums and the consistency of
Communion wafers, etc.
It is so easy to get sidetracked and focus on the little
physical things seemingly within our control, rather
than to tackle the sweeping principles that God cares
about.
Easier to say, no pork, no coffee, no short dresses, no
contemporary music, no announcements during the
offering, no chairs, no drums, no gluten-free wafers,
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etc., than it is to actually yield to the Holy Spirit by
genuinely biting your tongue and go along with the
group, by gently offering Jesus to someone you believe
is trying to ruin what you hold dear.

While I’m here, let me add, that the other direction we
go, is we make the grand gesture that is merely
hypothetical, while ignoring the little things that would
prove the hypothetical to be true… As an example: A
husband boldly proclaims that, like Jesus loves the
church, so He loves his wife and is fully willing to lay
down his life for her (Grand gesture of the hypothetical
sort.) … But he isn’t willing to listen to her chat about
her day. He isn’t willing to get off the couch and go get

20

her a glass of water. He isn’t willing to shop for the
family with her at Walmart, even though she just spent
an hour with him at Cabela’s while he shopped for
himself. He isn’t able to take out the trash without being
nagged to do it. Men, you don’t want to be nagged take the initiative, just like a real grownup, and do what
you should do, before she asks the first time.
I don’t want to spend time with my wife except on my
own terms, but boy howdy do I love that girl! I’d do
anything for her… Except of course, the things she
actually wants me to do.
Now, ladies, don’t get too smug. I could have just as
easily gone with a different example. Do you see my
point though? We say, Lord, I love You with everything I
am and all that I have, but our actions, or our inaction,
prove the opposite is true. We will do anything for the
Lord… Except of course, the things He actually wants
us to do. We give God the time we choose to spare for
Him. When we do spend time with Him it’s mostly on
our terms, talking about what interests us and doing
the things we want to do.
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We must all, not only allow God, but beg God, to hold
up a mirror in order to see ourselves clearly. In so
doing, each one of us can better recognize that we
desperately need His wonderful Grace as well. There is
an arrogance of youth. A sign of Christian maturity is
when you truly know that you are not nearly as worthy
as you once thought.
The pompous religious superstars of Jesus’ day did a
fantastic job of relating to God - they spent time, effort,
and resources on relating to God. It just wasn’t in the
way He wanted. It led to a false relationship, and yet,
an assurance on their part that they were worthy
because they were righteous in their own power.
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If you care about God, care about your spouse, care
about a friend… Find out what they actually want and
do your best to give them that. It requires getting to
know them at a deeper level and it requires that you
are intentional about adapting to them, rather than just
assuming that they will adapt to you.

There’s a lot to digest there. While you think about it,
let me cover some details in the incident. As we saw,
the parable is quite easy to follow - that’s an important
feature of parables, examples, stories, analogies, and
other rhetorical devices… We want our audience to get
it.
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While it’s easy for us to understand, it would have been
far easier for the people listening to Jesus. Not only
was this real-life stuff that all of those folks would have
had familiarity with, it was also a Biblical concept they
all knew well.

The prophet Isaiah, in the fifth chapter of his book,
recorded the poetic words of the Lord. Isaiah 5:1-7, 1I
will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard:
My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. 2He
dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the
choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out a
winepress as well. Then he looked for a crop of good
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grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit. 3“Now you dwellers
in Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me
and my vineyard. 4What more could have been done
for my vineyard than I have done for it? When I looked
for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? 5Now I will
tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will take
away its hedge, and it will be destroyed; I will break
down its wall, and it will be trampled. 6I will make it a
wasteland, neither pruned nor cultivated, and briers
and thorns will grow there. I will command the clouds
not to rain on it.” 7The vineyard of the Lord Almighty is
the nation of Israel, and the people of Judah are the
vines he delighted in. And he looked for justice, but
saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of
distress.
The Jewish leaders would have made the connection.
In telling this parable Jesus also makes it easier for
everyone to see the symbology of the barren fig tree
that He cursed earlier.
Bear the Fruit of God - the Fruit of the Holy Spirit - or
be condemned. People might think, “God will curse His
own children just because they do not perform well
enough?” No! God’s saying that if a person does not
bear Fruit, they are not His children and never were.
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Get drunk, treat others with impatience and frustration,
wallow in self-pity, ignore your spouse, be a difficult
person, allow your anger with God to taint your prayers
and your meditations on His Word… Woe to you.
Where is the Fruit? Woe to you.
You see, in the Isaiah prophecy that’s the very next
phrase… “Woe to you.” Verse 11, “Woe to those who
get up early in the morning to start drinking! Woe to
those who stay up late at night until they are drunk!”
Verse 18, “Woe to those who continue to sin and lie
about it! How terrible for those who keep on doing what
is evil as if they were tied to it!” Verses 20&21, “Woe to
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those who call evil good and good evil, who put
darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter
for sweet and sweet for bitter. 21Woe to those who are
wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight.”
Verse 23, “Woe to those who acquit the guilty for a
bribe, but deny justice to the innocent.” It goes on for
30 verses.
Be careful, my friends. Don’t let your pig-headed
stubbornness, your pride, your personal
disappointments in life, your irritation that things are not
as you would like them, whatever it is, don’t allow it to
derail your entire eternity.
If you’re a Christian, but are not acting Christ-like, you
better reexamine your position. Do it before it’s too late.
Just how many chances do you suppose you’ll get?
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Jesus made His plain application of His Vineyard
Parable a little more cryptically than His last one - at
least from our modern perspective.
Instead of just saying, “You Leaders are the Evil
Tenants,” Jesus insulted them once again by
questioning their understanding of basic Scriptures in
verse 42 and then quoted from Psalm 118.
That’s all the more insulting, because the 118th Psalm
was the final Psalm of the Hallel, which was what the
Leaders, led the people in singing at festivals and,
most importantly, at the Passover just a few days
hence.

28

Hallel means praise. To this day, at Passover, Jews
sing or chant or recite Psalms 113 through 118 and
they repeat the last few verses of 118 to close… Those
last few verses they double down on… Are what Jesus
quoted. Of these most famous and fully memorized
verses Jesus asked, “Did you never read in the
Scriptures”?
Just to give you a breather… As I said Hallel means
praise. The Hebrew for “Praise the Lord,” is הַ ְללּו־יָּה
(häl-lā-lü yä). Greek does not have a letter for “H,”
even though they have the “H” sound. They denoted it
with an accent mark that was often left out, because
Greek speakers just know when to use the sound and
when not to… My point is in Greek it looks like it’s
“Alleluia” (ἁλληλουϊά, the backwards comma above the
first letter is the “H” sound), even though the Greeks
would have still pronounced it Hallelujah… Our
“Alleluia” is just wrong… But don’t freak out, God’s not
confused - He judges the heart.
Anyway, the Psalm quoted, has to do with recognizing
that only God can save and that He will do so in an
unusual way… A way that makes it obvious that it is
God and not man doing it… Specifically, Isaiah 28:15
makes it clear that the Leaders of the Jews relied on
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their own strength and wisdom and were too focused
on their own agenda to see God’s desire. It says in
verse 16, of that passage, “So the Lord and King
speaks. He says, “Look! I am laying a stone in Zion. It
is a stone that has been tested. It is the most important
stone for a firm foundation. The one who trusts in that
stone will never be shaken.” The implication is that the
Leaders and the people devoted to them would fail the
test - they would reject the “Corner stone” that God
sent to build His true kingdom. The connection to the
Parable was Jesus confirming that He was the
Landowner’s precious Son, who was murdered by the
Tenants… The Leaders are those Tenants.
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It was a monumental slap in the face to those guys, but
Jesus didn’t stop there - He then plainly told them,
“The kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people, producing the fruit of it.”
It doesn’t get blunter than that. Why stop there though?
Jesus capped it all off with another quotation from
Isaiah. This time chapter 8, where again the gist is the
people who should know better are the very ones
crushed by God because they are operating on a
different agenda than He is…
Jesus slapped them in the face with His proverbial
glove and threw the gauntlet down. This was an
absolute outrage to the most elite echelon of Jewish
people - war has been declared and that’s why we
have verses 45&46, “When the chief priests and the
Pharisees heard His parables, they understood that He
was speaking about them. 46When they sought to
seize Him, they feared the people, because they
considered Him to be a prophet.”
They wanted to seize Him right then, right there, but
the common people in the crowds were eating it up
with a spoon. Jesus was taking these holier-than-thou
rich and powerful men to task.
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“The chief priests and the Pharisees” would have to
wait - they would need a plan - they would need an
inside man. How easy is it to go from being in Jesus’
circle of friends to being a person who betrays Him?

Pray for His strength of faith so that you will stand firm
and resist the schemes of the Devil - Standing firm
begins by realizing you can fall… Only then can you
earnestly seek the only help that will save you. He is
faithful and mighty to save all who call upon His name.

