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   Alêtheia Christian Fellowship 
                 February 3, 2019 

               “Choose Your Path” 
 

9:00 ~ Fellowship. 
10:00 ~ Service with the King’s Kid’s  

11:30 Potluck Communion & Deacon Meeting 
 

NEWS 
Potluck Today 

Survey deadline February 7th 
February Party, February 9th 5:30pm 

 

330 N. Somers Rd. (Mail: PO Box 10626) Kalispell, MT 59904~ (406) 755-1776 
Visit the website ~ www.myaletheia.com ~ Hear a sermon at aletheiachristianfellowship.podomatic.com 

Like us on Facebook (aletheiachristianfellowship) 
Emails: pastor@myaletheia.com, secretary@myaletheia.com, kids@myaletheia.com 

 
1) Do we grow apart from discomfort? 
 
2) What must we do to stay the course? 
 
3) What is the two-headed monster? 
 
MATTHEW 7:13&14 ~ 13NASB“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and 
the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 
14“For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who 
find it.  
 
Here, the primary meaning has to do with living as a Kingdom of Heaven person. 
Jesus freely admits that it isn’t _______________. 
 
 
 
 
 

The way is not actually narrow, it is our old friend θλῖψις (thlēpsēs). Technically, the 

perfect, passive, participle τεθλιμμένη (tĕth-lēm-mĕ-nā). It means to press hard or 
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squeeze and so it is to oppress. It is therefore the “Road ___________ ________ 
_______________.”  
 
It is the way of tribulation and Jesus, without apology, is commanding us is to get on 
and stay on, _____________ _____________.  
 

John 6:66&67 
 

What are you going to do?  
 
 
 
 
 
According to Jesus, few people will stay the course. We can’t do it apart from Him and 
we also can’t do it without active effort… “Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I shall fear no evil. The author of all things watches over me and I 
have a fine horse.” True Grit 
 
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 7:15-20 ~ 15NASB“Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16“You will know them by their fruits. 
Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17“So every 
good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18“A good tree cannot 
produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19“Every tree that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20“So then, you will know them by 
their fruits.  
 
Jesus is continuing His point of staying the course, by introducing yet another 
__________________ of difficulty in doing that. 
 
 
He’s talking about an active threat from within the church, that sets itself up as an 
influencer that promotes _________________ Christianities. 
 
 
 
 



3 
 
Their message and agenda will be at odds with Christ’s Message and agenda, but the 
problem, for the unwary, is it will seem the ____________. 
 
 
Notice the flow of this chapter.  
7:1-5 ______________________________________________________ 
7:6 ________________________________________________________ 
7:7-11 _____________________________________________________  
7:12 _______________________________________________________ 
7:13&______________________________________________________ 
 7:15-20 __________________________________________________ 
7:21-23 ____________________________________________________  
7:24-27 ____________________________________________________ 
 
The Bible is full of warnings and examples about false influencers. From the 
_______________ in the opening of Genesis, to the _______________ in the closing 
of Revelation.  
 
 
 
 
 
It comes down to their misrepresentation of God. Specifically, misrepresenting His 
____________. Church folks, whether popes, pastors, teachers or people in the pews, 
purport to know what God wants of you.  
 

They influence you to __________ their view of God’s will for you. 
 

The problem: That is also what true Christians are to do.  
 

The difference is the __________ they present. It is either 
God’s will or it is their will. 

 
Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 
Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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It’s sometimes hard for Christians to discern the difference, because most Christians 
aren’t as 1) knowledgeable as the should be and most Christians 2) prefer to be 
comfortable. It is the ______-___________ _____________.  
 
 
 
 
Ignorance: It is laziness in general, but often due to the assumption that we already 
_________________.  
 
 
 
 
 
Carnality: It is human nature to seek what is safe, secure and comfortable. In 
Christians it is _____________________. So, we camouflage it so well, we miss it 
even in ourselves.  
 

Jeremiah 5:31, Lamentations 2:14 
 
 
 
 
We can be hopeful and continue to pray for a great revival in our Land, but we better 
also _______________ ourselves and our duplicity. What answer will we give on that 
final day? 
 

We need to remember that church serves to remind us…  
To point out our sin…  

To call us to repentance… 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check all that apply – detach and place in the offering or the prayer box 
 

_____ I want to talk with the pastor about ___________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want prayer for _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want to volunteer to _____________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want more information about ______________________________________________ 
 

_____ Other __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ______________________ Address _________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
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Alêtheia ~ Matthew 7d ~ 020319 

Last week we saw that not only does Jesus assume 
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that Kingdom of Heaven people will act, speak and 
think, quite differently than kingdom of the world 
people. He assumes that they will have an entirely 
different identity. Their - our, citizenship is not of this 
world. Our citizenship is above. 
  
Jesus said that that old worn out and much maligned 
saying, “Treat people the same way you want them to 
treat you,” may not have a sound ethical basis and so 
for kingdom of the world people, it is of questionable 
value, but for Kingdom of Heaven citizens, those 
people fully believing, embracing and being 
transformed by all that that means, it is the perfect 
basis for interacting with all others, including with God 
Himself. 
 
For the true child of God, moved and motivated by His 
Holy Spirit, the ethical basis is His ethical basis. the 
“You” in the axiom, is the Christ in you. Treat people 
how Jesus would treat them, because you are His 
representative on earth. 
 
What does that look like? It looks like “Loving your 
neighbor as yourself.” It looks like being “Poor in spirit,” 
and “Pure in heart.” It looks like “Loving your enemies 
and praying for those who persecute you.” It looks like 
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living life as the person Jesus has been describing for 
2 ½ chapters.  
 
Is it easy to be that person? Let’s find out…   
 

Matthew 7:13&14 ~ 13NASB“Enter through the narrow 
gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that 
leads to destruction, and there are many who enter 
through it. 14“For the gate is small and the way is 
narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.  
 
Here again, we encounter very familiar verses that 
don’t quite mean what you thought they meant. 
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So many take these verses as applying to eternal 
salvation. Fear not, in Luke’s Gospel they do. Jesus 
often used phrases, sayings and analogies in different 
contexts with different meanings or applications. 
 
Here, the primary meaning has to do with living as a 
Kingdom of Heaven person. Jesus freely admits that it 
isn’t easy. 
 
That fact doesn’t prevent Him from telling us to do it 
anyway. The gate is narrow, and the way, or path, or 
road is challenging. This is a 2,000-year-old tunnel 
under the Herodium outside of Jerusalem.   
 
The NASB has “The way is narrow,” for symmetry with 
the gate… And the “Broad”, or “Spacious” way in verse 
13.  
 
The road, path or way is not actually narrow, it is our 
old friend θλῖψις (thlēpsēs), here, technically, the verb. 
It means to press hard or squeeze and so it is to 
oppress. It is therefore the “Road marked with 
suffering.” It is the path of affliction, distress and 
tribulation. It is the way that is difficult, hard and 
troubled. 
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It’s worth noting that it is formed as a perfect, passive, 
participle. Without turning this into a grammar lesson, 
the idea is that the path has always been difficult. The 
fact that you’re on it has nothing to do with that reality. 
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It is a troubled way, a tough path, a road of affliction… 
period. That’s what it is and what Jesus is commanding 
us, is to get on, and stay on, that road.  
 

I think when we encounter resistance in life, we 
immediately assume that something is wrong, and we 
drop everything to find instant relief. We get on a “Road 
marked with suffering” and we’re looking for the off-
ramp. 
 
So many young parents see their child struggling with 
something and reflexively step in to solve the issue. 
We think any kind of difficulty resulting in stress, 
discomfort, pain, or fear, is bad. Anything hard is evil, 
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and we want to get some help, take a pill, get some 
exercise, build up our immune system, whatever it 
takes to eradicate anything distasteful. 
 
Jesus is telling us, “Suck it up buttercup.” Walk the 
troubled road as opposed to the easy road. Enter the 
challenging gate as opposed to the comfortable gate. 
 
One of our Marine Corps units had the motto, “Can do 
easy.” It is a mindset. It wasn’t true that it was easy, in 
fact, it was very hard. The mindset was anyone can do 
easy, we’re not just anyone, so give us what is 
impossible for most and we’ll make it look easy.  
 
Similarly, my dad used to say, “Anyone can fly on a 
nice day.” The road ahead is difficult. If it wasn’t 
difficult, you wouldn’t need the indwelling Holy Spirit to 
travel it. 
 
John 6:66&67, 66NLTAt this point many of his disciples 
turned away and deserted him. 67Then Jesus turned to 
the Twelve and asked, “Are you also going to leave?” 
The question you must ask yourself is the question 
Jesus asked the Twelve. 
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What are you going to do? What are you going to do 
when it gets harder? What are you going to do when it 
gets so overwhelmingly difficult you don’t think you can 
make it? What are you going to do? 
 
Keep moving forward in faith - one step at a time. How 
do you eat an elephant? Well, my friends, start taking 
bites. 
 
According to Jesus, few people will stay the course. I 
pray that we are some of the few who do and do so 
well.  
 
What I know is that we can’t do it apart from Him and 
we also can’t do it without resolve, effort, sacrifice and 
endurance…  
 
I love the quote from True Grit, “Though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil. 
The author of all things watches over me and I have a 
fine horse.” We must put one foot in front of the other 
and move forward on our appointed path and 
simultaneously we must do so completely dependent 
upon the providence of God. 
 
Pray and move and then pray some more and move.   
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Matthew 7:15-20 ~ 15NASB“Beware of the false 
prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16“You will know them 
by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn 
bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17“So every 
good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad 
fruit. 18“A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can 
a bad tree produce good fruit. 19“Every tree that does 
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
20“So then, you will know them by their fruits.  
 
Jesus is continuing His point of staying the course, by 
introducing yet another source of difficulty in doing that. 
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Yes, we will battle the human proclivities that threaten 
church unity. Individual sin and the dealing with that 
reality in the church. Individual pride manifesting as a 
desire to gain attention, to establish control, to foist 
one’s opinions and preferences on the group. The 
desire for influence, power or even wealth. 
 
We can bury our head in the sand and ignore such 
things to the detriment of Christ’s Body, or we can 
actively strive to operate in God’s Spirit of unity as we 
all struggle against such things in ourselves and in our 
midst. 
 
It is, as Jesus admitted, difficult. It is the “Narrow Gate” 
along the “Troubled path.” 
 
Beyond all of that, there is an active threat from within 
the church, that sets itself up as an influencer and 
promotes false Christianities that can lead people 
astray. 
 
Jesus commands us to be on guard against, to be 
wary, to be very attentive and aware. It is the same 
word He used at the beginning of the last chapter. A 
command from Christ Jesus to stay alert, vigilant and 
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focused, because for us, false Christians with a false 
message and a false agenda will invade the church.  
 
Their message and agenda will be at odds with Christ’s 
Message and agenda, but the problem, for the unwary, 
is it will seem the same. 
 
What does this have to do with what came before? 
What is this other than judging those in the church? 
 
Jesus gave us the groundwork in the first half of the 
chapter - now, we have a need for the principle. 
 

Notice the flow of this chapter. It starts with how the 
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church judges the church. That’s difficult, so Jesus 
says, ask God for help. Then He gives us the redefined 
axiom as a guide for how to apply God’s wisdom to 
judging the church.  
 
That’s followed by the warning that there are only two 
paths - One is wide and easy; the other is narrow and 
hard - choose the “Narrow gate.” Then our current 
verses. There are people in the church who will try to 
derail you from what is hard. 
 
They are on the easy street with a wide-open gate and 
they want all the company they can get - they will do 
whatever it takes to get you to join them. 
 
Jumping ahead, Jesus plainly, boldly states that not 
everyone in the church will be saved. He will conclude 
by saying those who are saved are those who stay the 
course… The one’s who put His teaching into practice 
and refuse to take the easy way out. 
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The Bible is absolutely full of warnings and examples 
about false influencers. From the Serpent in the 
opening of Genesis, to the Dragon in the closing of 
Revelation. Satanic influence is manifested throughout.  
 
So many people fear the Devil as this monster who can 
bite and scratch and devour, but the manner in which 
he does that is through influencing people slowly, 
insidiously, progressively over time to ignore true 
beliefs and accept false beliefs in their place. 
 
From cover to cover, the Bible warns us about 
charlatans leading people astray, through signs and 
wonders, through prophetic words, through false 
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teaching, or simply through a subtle ongoing false 
influence. God repeatedly warns His children about 
people within their own spiritual community leading 
them astray. 
 
It comes down to their misrepresentation of God. 
Specifically, misrepresenting His will. People, whether 
popes, pastors, teachers or people in the pews purport 
to know what God wants of you. They influence you to 
accept their view of God’s will for you. 
 
The problem is that is also precisely what true 
Christians are to do. The difference is the Will they 
present. It is either God’s will or it is their will. 
 
I’m throwing out my disclaimer. I’m not trying to offend 
anyone, I’m just trying to explain God’s Word here…  
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It’s sometimes hard for Christians to discern the 
difference, because most Christians aren’t as 
knowledgeable as the should be and most Christians 
prefer to be comfortable. It is the two-headed monster 
of being too ignorant, and being too carnal. 
 
Because that two-headed monster is pervasive, our 
world is saturated by false Christianities - there is far 
more false than true. False Christianity is ubiquitous. 
Everywhere you look, it is rampant, and it is growing 
worse. 
 
In our culture, everyone is an expert on everything. No 
matter what the topic, no matter how complex or 
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technical, every American feels completely at home 
forcefully giving their opinion on the matter. 
 
A friend tells the story that on the first day of Bible 
College, one of the Seminary Professors came down to 
give an orientation lecture. He had been a pastor for 15 
years, holding Master of Divinity and a Doctor of 
Ministry Degrees. After that he went back to Seminary 
earning his Doctor of Theology Degree and becoming 
a Seminary Professor. Another 15 years teaching 
graduate students and he had become the head of the 
Theology Department.  
 
During his lecture he said something that an incoming 
Freshman disagreed with. The 18-year-old high school 
graduate objected and then argued with the professor. 
After a few awkward moments the kid said, “Well, I 
guess we’ll just have to agree to disagree.” 
 
In our society everyone’s opinion is equally valid 
regardless of their experience, education, effort or 
intelligence. The problem for what we’re talking about 
today, is more than ever, people assume they already 
know and so they don’t bother trying to learn. 
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Learning true Christianity is an intentional lifetime 
pursuit. Ignorance leads to disaster. 
 
The second head is carnality. Every person on the 
planet is born a carnal, fleshly, worldling. Every born-
again Christian still carries that old dead nature around 
with them. We can’t seem to come to terms with the 
fact that we’ve been delivered from that life. The pull is 
too strong because we dwell in the physical.  
 
So, instead of leaving our old dead self, buried, we 
pack the corpse around like its Gucci luggage. 
 
To some degree, even the most mature Christians are 
carnal. When we admit that, we can work on it. Being 
somewhat canal means we want what we want, we 
want to be safe and secure and comfortable. 
 
When we allow our desire for what we want to take 
priority over what God desires it is carnality and it leads 
to disaster. 
 
God said in Jeremiah 5:31, 31NIrVThe prophets 
prophesy lies. The priests rule by their own authority. 
And my people love it that way.”  
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The reason false influencers can flourish, is because 
we love it that way. 
 
When I say we, I don’t mean we, in this room, 
specifically, but to a lesser and more subtle degree, we 
in this room, must be included… Don’t we? 
 
Why? Because we are human. It is human nature to 
seek out the path of least resistance. To dwell where it 
is known, safe, secure and comfortable. 
 
We are drawn to what makes us feel better and we are 
oftentimes too ignorant and/or too carnal to recognize 
the danger. 
 
What does God say is the primary reason people love 
“False prophets and priests who rule in their own 
authority”? 
 
The Message Bible captures the gist well in 
Lamentations 2:14, 14MSGYour prophets courted you 
with sweet talk. They didn’t face you with your sin so 
that you could repent. Their sermons were all wishful 
thinking, deceptive illusions.  
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The principle thing the false leaders did was to 
reassure the people that God was pleased with them 
even though they were in open rebellion against His 
Word, His Plan and His Holy Will. 
 
The open disobedience of the people was not 
confronted by the prophets or the priests. While the 
people loved getting a warm fuzzy instead of a rebuke - 
it allowed them to continue in their sin without any true 
repentance. 
 
For generations, God had given them true prophets 
proclaiming their sin and giving them opportunity to 
repent and avoid disaster. They scoffed at, and even 
killed, those few leaders holding firmly to God’s Word 
and they escalated their Godless behavior as they 
sought out what their “Itching ears wanted to hear.” 
 
Finally, God’s judgment was poured out and Jerusalem 
was destroyed, the Temple was burned to the ground, 
the city walls were reduced to rubble, men, women and 
children were brutally executed, enslaved or exiled.  
 
The verse directly before the one I read, asks the 
question, why? Why did this horrific thing have to 
happen? The answer? The people preferred listening 
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to false prophets who told them what they wanted to 
hear, rather than listen to true prophets expose their sin 
and exhort them to repent. 
 
The Children of God had completely lost all hold of the 
Promised Land He had given to them all because they 
were ignorant and carnal. 
 

The only difference I see between ancient Judah 
before their destruction and modern America today is 
that modern America has been given so much more 
information and grace, peace and prosperity, warning 
and opportunity to repent and yet, we are worse than 
they were then. 
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It’s bad enough that our nation’s secular leaders push 
for everything that is an insult to God - what’s worse is 
the majority of those claiming Christianity in our country 
honor church influencers who do the same and revile 
those proclaiming God’s Word. 
 
Many denominations and church groups not only 
refuse to stand for the Bible, they actively stand against 
the Bible. 
 
God’s judgment of America is coming - that I assure 
you. Every fiber of my being, every whisper from God’s 
Spirit. Every passage of His Holy Word cries out that a 
civilization with so much abundance that reacts to it by 
ejecting the God Who provided it from its corporate 
conscience is doomed. 
 
Simply put, a society that embraces and celebrates 
every kind of sexual deviancy known to mankind. A 
culture that gleefully, joyfully and proudly murders over 
60 million unborn babies in just the last few decades. A 
civilization that tells us life is meaningless because we 
are nothing more than a cosmic accident and are made 
up of a mass of the same unremarkable particles that 
make up a rock, but then simultaneously, tells us that 
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we are special, significant, wonderful and unique 
individuals worthy of praise even if we do nothing of 
any value. 
 
Well, a country like that cannot evade God’s Holy 
Wrath. We can be hopeful and continue to pray for a 
great revival in our Land. I encourage you to do just 
that, but we better also examine ourselves and our 
duplicity. 
 
We need to make sure that when Jesus asks us what 
we did in the last days of America, we have an answer 
that doesn’t implicate us in this mass rebellion against 
Him. 
 



28 
 

We need to remember that church serves to remind us 
who we are in Christ. Remind us that this world is not 
our home. That this life is not about us, because we 
voluntarily laid down our human life to live for Christ. 
 
We need to remember that church serves to remind us 
that we are imperfect, that we must see our error and 
correct it. 
 
We need to be people, who instead of basking in false 
teaching, wrestle with Biblical teaching. 
 
I am asking you to think about this over the next week. 
We will finish these verses then - Lord willing. There is 
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much more to say about what the Master says in these 
verses. 


