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                                            April 10, 2022 

                       òFirst Signó  
   

SS at 9:30. Service at 10:30 with Kingõs Kids. 
NEWS 

 

Next week is Resurrection Sunday 
 

330 N. Somers Rd. (Mail: PO Box 10626) Kalispell, MT 59904~ (406) 755-1776 
Visit the website ~ www.myaletheia.com 

New Podcast Host: myaletheia.podbean.com Or go to Spotify, and type in myaletheia 
Like us on Facebook (aletheiachristianfellowship) 

Emails: pastor@myaletheia.com, stacey.sundt@myaletheia.com 

 
1) Christianity has always grown by Believers ___________ their ___________ with ____________. 
 
2) We communicate our own experience and __________ them to meet _________ for themselves. 
 
John 2:1ï12 ~  
The mother of Jesus is mentioned in a way that indicates that she was ___________ to the wedding. 
Jesus and His disciples were not ____________, they were invited guests. The wine will run out and 
the groomôs family as well as the young bride will be ___________. 
 
 
Mary, desperate for this wedding feast to be successful, came to her eldest son and asked Him to fix 
the problem. Jesusô response to her worry is unexpected and abrupt. 
 
1) ñWhat does that have to do with us,ò is literally, ñWhat to Me and to you.ò It is an idiom meaning 
ñWhat do you and I have in common on this issue?ò (Matthew 8:29). 
 
2) ñWoman,ò is not disrespectful, but it is an abrupt and unusual way to address oneôs own mother. 
 
3) Jesusô hour refers to His glorification through His suffering and death and Resurrection. 
 

His words to Mary meant that He was on the __________ business and that she, like every 
other human on earth, would need to approach Him as her __________ through faith. 

 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the offering plate 
or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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Because of the Catholic obsession with Mary, protestants go to the __________ extreme and dismiss 
her entirely. The right answer, as with most things, is somewhere in the _________.  
 

She has ___________ herself and __________ that He would do what was best. 
 
 
 
 
Six stone waterpots for Jewish ritual purification (a total of 120-180 gallons). Jesus ordered them all 
topped off with water, then that the servant draw some out and take it to the headwaiter. He tasted 
the wine and was shocked by the superb quality. 
 
 
 
 
Verse 11 tells us the point of the pericope. This was the first miraculous sign of Jesusô public ministry 
which, at least partially, fulfilled His promise made days before. His new disciples believed in Him. 
 
 
 
 
What everyone agrees on is that in this physical miracle, Jesus symbolically replaced the old 
legalistic code represented by the 6 jars of water with what is better. 
 

Jesusô own blood, symbolized by wine, given for forgiveness of sin. 
 
 
 
 
1) God gave man a set of laws to keep along with a ritual/sacrificial means of pardon for failing to do 
so. The six stone jars plumb full of water can be thought of as the totality of the Old Covenant. The 
Law was good.  
 

Jesus completely filled up the Old Covenant and from it drew out the New Covenant that is 
supremely better. 

 
 
 
2) Alcohol or non-alcohol? What is the Bible perfectly clear on regarding alcohol? 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
Write a brief note ï detach and place in the offering, or the prayer box, or give it to a Deacon or Elder. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name _________________________________ Address ___________________________________________________ 
 
Phone ________________________ Email _____________________________________________________________ 
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Iôd like to expand on a couple of points from last weekôs 
passage. We saw that John the Baptist told two of his 
disciples that Jesus was the One that they had all been 
waiting for and those two guys followed Jesus to see 
for themselves. 
 
Shortly after that both of them by tradition, and one of 
them from explicit Scripture, went out and found 
someone else that they led to the Lord. Explicitly 
Andrew brought his brother Simon. No doubt, through 
Andrew and Simon, Jesus was formally introduced to 
Philip, another man from their small hometown. 
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Then Philip, in-turn brought Nathaniel to Jesus. The 
first point is that the disciples of Christ reproduce. From 
the instant Jesusô ministry on earth began, His 
followers found others and directed them to the Lord. 
Christianity has always grown by Believers sharing 
their faith with others. 

 
The second point is they didnôt try to convince, or 
cajole, to argue, or harangue, to coerce, or manipulate, 
but simply told them about Jesus ï about their 
experience with Him and then directed the other 
person to seek Him to find out for themselves. The 
most detailed example is the exchange between Philip 
and Nathaniel. 
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The Scripture says, ñPhilip found Nathanael and said to 
him, ñWe have found Him of whom Moses in the Law 
and also the Prophets wroteðJesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph.ò 46Nathanael said to him, ñCan any 
good thing come out of Nazareth?ò Philip said to him, 
ñCome and seeò (John 1:45-46). Philip didnôt object, get 
offended, start a fight, he simply said ñCome and see.ò 
Thatôs just what Jesus said to the first two guys Andrew 
and John, in verse 39. ñCome and you will see.ò Thatôs 
also what Jesus told Nathaniel and all the rest of the 
growing gang in verses 50 and 51, ñYou will see.ò 
 
Putting those two concepts together we can easily 
grasp that our task as Christians for two thousand 
years has been to communicate our own experience 
with the Savior to others, and when they resist, or 
question, or reject, our testimony, to simply invite them 
to come and see, for themselves. 
 
It is every Christian personôs job to share Christ with 
others, but itôs never any Christian personôs job to save 
anyone. The saving is what only Jesus can do. Tell 
people what the Lord has done for you and then 
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welcome them to find out for themselves directly from 
Him. 
 
We try to convince people with an emotionally charged 
tale, with a flood of information, with our human 
explanations, and with tired old arguments. What Jesus 
requires is for us to convey openly and honestly what 
He means to us personally, and then to invite people to 
meet Him for themselves. For them to ñCome and see.ò 
 
Now in most churches that would be the sermon and 
weôd adjourn. Here, weôre just getting startedé 
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John 2:1ï12 ~ 1On the third day there was a wedding 
in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; 
2and both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the 
wedding. 3When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus 
said to Him, ñThey have no wine.ò 4And Jesus said to 
her, ñWoman, what does that have to do with us? My 
hour has not yet come.ò 5His mother said to the 
servants, ñWhatever He says to you, do it.ò 6Now there 
were six stone waterpots set there for the Jewish 
custom of purification, containing twenty or thirty 
gallons each. 7Jesus said to them, ñFill the waterpots 
with water.ò So they filled them up to the brim. 8And He 
said to them, ñDraw some out now and take it to the 
headwaiter.ò So they took it to him. 9When the 
headwaiter tasted the water which had become wine, 
and did not know where it came from (but the servants 
who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called 
the bridegroom, 10and said to him, ñEvery man serves 
the good wine first, and when the people have drunk 
freely, then he serves the poorer wine; but you have 
kept the good wine until now.ò 11This beginning of His 
signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His 
glory, and His disciples believed in Him. 12After this He 
went down to Capernaum, He and His mother and His 
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brothers and His disciples; and they stayed there a few 
days. 
 
This may be the most controversial pericope in the 
New Testament. Remember pericope means a 
coherent unit or passage. In this case, we would say a 
story, but I donôt like that because it gives some people 
the idea that it is made up, or not necessarily 
historically accurate. 
 
Much is made of the ñOn the third dayò bit and people 
debate its significance. It is probably the close of the 
first week of Jesusô public ministry. More importantly it 
is said this way to echo the Resurrection to come. 
 
There was a wedding in the small town of Cana just a 
bit north of Jesusô hometown of Nazareth. The mother 
of Jesus is mentioned in a way that signifies that she 
was integral to the wedding. Jesus and His disciples 
were not wedding crashers - they were not unexpected 
extra numbers to be served depleting the wine. They 
were invited guests. 
 
All scholars agree that the setup indicates that the 
wedding involved close friends of relatives of Mary and 
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so of her son. I am personally certain that the bride 
was Maryôs daughter. A son of Mary would likely have 
been married in Nazareth, but a daughter, in the 
nearby hometown of her new husband. Itôs quite 
possible that Nathaniel was somehow related to the 
groom. 

 
Wedding feasts typically lasted a full week, and it was 
a party. It was a jubilant celebration of a young couple 
embarking on their life together, and also of life itself 
and the hope that the future brought. There was music 
and dancing and all manner of festivities. These folks 
didnôt have television or all the other distractions we 
have now. It was a big deal, and it was fun. The whole 
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town plus many out-of-towners were welcome to 
participate in the joyous event. For there to have been 
more than a hundred people per day enjoying the food, 
merriments, and drink, is completely reasonable. 
 
In addition, the culture there was whatôs called a 
ñShame culture.ò Unlike in America, where no one 
cares what their neighbor thinks of them, ancient 
Jewish culture cared very much. To run out of wine was 
a major faux pas and would forever characterize the 
wedding as a blunder. On the coupleôs 40th wedding 
anniversary someone, like every year before, would 
bring it up. ñSure, hope you donôt run out of wine for the 
anniversary celebration like you did for the wedding.ò 
Iôm not saying that Americans are less snotty by any 
means, just that we donôt care nearly as much as they 
did. 
 
The wine will run out and the groomôs family, as well as 
the young bride, now part of that family, will be 
shamed. It is not how you want to start a new life.  
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Why wasnôt there enough wine? We always go to the 
irrelevant concerns. Why? Honestly, who cares? It has 
nothing to do with the point. Because it has nothing to 
do with the point John doesnôt give us enough 
information to ferret out the reason anyway. That 
doesnôt stop people from trying. Ideas that itôs because 
Jesus and His boys drank too much are ridiculous 
speculation. That the groomôs family were too poor to 
buy enough is also without merit. No one back then 
threw a party they couldnôt pull off. The likeliest reason 
is that wine was coming from somewhere else, from a 
nearby city, perhaps Tiberias, Caesarea, or Scythopolis 
and was somehow lost or delayed. 



13 

 

 

 
Mary, desperate for this wedding feast to be successful 
came to her eldest son and asked Him to fix the 
problem. Jesusô response to her worry is unexpected to 
say the least. 

 
ñWoman, what does that have to do with us? My hour 
has not yet come.ò The first thing we need to clear up 
is the horrible translation of ñWhat does that have to do 
with us.ò The Greek is an idiom, saying, colloquialism 
from the Aramaic with a very specific meaning that is 
not literal. What do I mean? The Greek is literally 
ñWhat to Me and to you.ò Without knowing about the 
idiom, we would translate as the NASB did. ñWhat does 


