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John 8:21–25 ~  

Verse 21 has five parts: 
1) Different _____, same ______. 
 
2) “___ ______ _____.” 
 
3) You will continue to _______ to no avail. 
 
4) You will ______ in your ______. 
 
5) Therefore, you ________ ____ _______ I go. 
 
You can never find that which you’ve already __________! __________ the Savior obviously means 
that Salvation has been __________ as well. 
 

Sin is __________. Specifically, it is the sin of ___________. 
 
 
 
The “Jews” intentionally flip the narrative and reverse the __________ by mocking Jesus as suicidal. 
 

Suicide is _____-murder, a most grievous sin and because of its nature, a sin that can never 
be repented of, or atoned for, or otherwise mitigated. That’s all true. The question becomes, is 
it an ____________ sin? 

 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the offering plate or the 
prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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Notice that whenever religious belief is about _____, we always drift into legalism, which in turn 
creates absolutes about the eternal ramifications of our personal ________. Legalistic ideas always 
paint God into a corner. 
  
 
 
Jesus answered their mocking reversal directly, saying that they were the ones headed _______, 
because that was where they were from – ________. He, on the other hand, could only return to 
________ because that’s where He was from. 
 

Due to sin itself, human beings walk in _________, blinded to the _______. That is the present 
situation, or “world” in which we live, and the only hope is for the Light, Who is Jesus, to shine. 

  
 
 
When a person embraces the Savior God gave, sin is _______ from his or her ledger. The transfer 
transaction becomes complete. That person’s sin as a single entity of _______ incorporating all their 
sins subsumed, has been written as a debt in Christ’s ledger, and He has ____ in full. Since sin is the 
cause of death and sin is erased, the person is now ______ and will remain so in Christ forevermore. 
  

Stop allowing yourself to act like people who are ______, but instead, actively allow the Holy 
Spirit to make you who you are spiritually, obvious to the world, physically, by wrapping your 
______ around the difference. 

   
 
 
The “I am He,” bit is once again simply “I AM.” To prove that it is unusual, they ask in verse 25, “Who 
are You?” As in, who in the world do you think you are to say that you are “__ ____”?  
 

Jesus’ answer is that He’s been proclaiming that _______ from the very Beginning. 
  
 
 
John 8:26–30 ~ 
It isn’t like Jesus was trying to keep Salvation a ______ – He was happy to talk and had plenty to say, 
but the people simply would not ______ it. 
 

By the time we get to verse 28, we have another profound and prophetic statement. 
Essentially, the Jews wanted irrefutable proof that Jesus was something more than a lunatic or 
a liar and what He ultimately said is that “I will not provide the proof of My claims, ____ _____.” 

  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------- 
Write a brief note – detach and place in the offering, or the prayer box, or give it to a Deacon or Elder. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name _________________________________ Address ___________________________________________________ 
Phone ________________________ Email _____________________________________________________________ 
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Last week we left Jesus in the Treasury of the Temple 
where He was in a heated exchange with His 
opponents. This is a new scene, but the same story… 

 
John 8:21–25, 21Then He said again to them, “I go 
away, and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin; 
where I am going, you cannot come.” 22So the Jews 
were saying, “Surely He will not kill Himself, will He, 
since He says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 
23And He was saying to them, “You are from below, I 
am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this 
world. 24“Therefore I said to you that you will die in 
your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will 
die in your sins.” 25So they were saying to Him, “Who 
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are You?” Jesus said to them, “What have I been 
saying to you from the beginning? 
 
There’s always a huge “I” in the middle of sin. 

 
Anyway, that first verse, 21, has 5 segments. The first 
one starts with the word “Then,” and also contains the 
word “again.” Together they form a transition from the 
last encounter ending at the Treasury. Yes, a new 
encounter, but merely a continuation of the same 
activity, namely, their unbelief producing their 
misunderstanding, in turn, producing their hostility. 
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The second piece it a short blunt statement that Jesus 
is going away. In Greek it’s just two words essentially 
meaning “I’m outta here.” 
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Third, Jesus tells them that they will continue seeking 
Him in the future. It’s a pure statement of fact. They will 
seek Jesus. 
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Fourth, in their sin, they will die. Again, straightforward, 
blunt, without embellishment, they, in their sin, singular, 
will die. 
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Fifth, where Jesus is going, they cannot come – they 
cannot follow Him where He’s headed. 
 
Put it all together and an amazing concept emerges. 
Jesus was saying to them that He wasn’t going to be 
among them much longer and that when He was gone, 
they would continue to seek Him. What He meant was 
they would continue to seek the Jewish Messiah 
prophesied in the Old Testament. Why would they as a 
people continue to seek their Messiah – now for 2,000 
years? Because they missed that Jesus was, that 
Messiah. They can never find that which they have 
already rejected! 
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Because they missed the Messiah sent to them, of 
course they would die in their sin – singular. Yes, I 
made note of the singular form of the word sin before. 
Specifically, it is the sin of unbelief, or you could say 
the sin of rejecting the Messiah, and as such it 
embodies all of the individual sins one has ever 
committed into a single entity. 
 
Human beings are not really judged for all their 
particular sins – at least it’s not what’s important. 
Human beings are judged for the “one sin,” which 
makes them fully liable for all the rest of them. 
 
Now, because all of that is true, of course they cannot 
follow Jesus to where He is going. To reject Jesus is to 
reject the Gift sent by the Father, and to reject the 
Father’s Gift is to reject the Father Himself. Obviously, 
a person cannot follow Jesus into the presence of the 
Father, if they have rejected them both, not to mention, 
also rejecting the Holy Spirit’s testimony pointing to 
them both. 
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In verse 22, the Jews intentionally flip the narrative and 
essentially agree that they cannot, and would not, go 
where Jesus was heading because He’s the one going 
to Gehenna, and they are the ones going to Heaven. 
 
That’s the significance of the suicide remark. Their 
question, “Surely He will not kill Himself, will He?” is 
framed to expect a negative answer – of course He’s 
not going to commit suicide. It is another mocking 
rhetorical question made even more sarcastic with the 
word, “Surely.” They were taunting and teasing Jesus. 
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To Jews and Muslims and many Christians among 
other religious groups, suicide is a guaranteed one-way 
ticket to hades without any possibility of reprieve. 
 
The general idea is that it is self-murder, a most 
grievous sin and because of its nature, a sin that can 
never be repented of, or atoned for, or otherwise 
mitigated. They were, as I said, flipping the narrative to 
make Jesus the One Who was bound for below, while 
they were bound for above. 
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As an important sidenote, let’s examine the belief that 
suicide is an unforgivable sin that can only result in an 
eternity in the Lake of Fire. 
 
Notice that whenever religious belief is about us, 
human beings, we always drift into legalism, which in 
turn creates absolutes about the eternal ramifications 
of our actions. Legalistic ideas always paint God into a 
corner and put Him in a box. 

 
Positive beliefs, like the idea that freely giving a lot of 
money to a particular ministry will force God to bless 
you with more money, is an example. Negative beliefs, 
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like the idea that a person committing suicide forces 
God to eternally consign them to Hell, is an example. 
 
Every person who believes that suicide is unforgivable, 
is a legalistic Arminianist, at least in that area. I’m 
simply stating a fact. On the other hand, when we 
make Salvation about what Jesus has accomplished, 
both legalism and Arminianism are less likely. 

 
Under those circumstances, people who commit 
suicide are judged according to their forensic position, 
rather than their momentary action. 
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In simpler terms, when we correctly understand that 
our position in Christ is His doing and not ours, then 
forgiveness and reconciliation has already taken place. 
“By His stripes we’re healed,” not by our performance. 
Our sins, even those still future for us, have been 
covered. We then recognize that even Heaven-bound 
Christians make monumentally stupid, unthinking, 
egregious mistakes. 

 
But the only one that is actually unforgivable is the one 
that encapsulates all of them and that is again the 
“blasphemy against the Holy Spirit,” which is the sin of 
unbelief. 
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Plenty of people have killed themselves without ever 
denying Christ. If that sticks in your craw, I will point 
you back to the fact that you’re using human logic to 
legalistically put God in a box and agreeing that a 
person in the throes of mental illness, debilitating 
depression, or extreme duress, can lose their 
Salvation. 

 
Believing that suicide is a mortal sin that obviously 
cannot be confessed, therefore resulting in damnation, 
is the same as believing that any sin, murder, adultery, 
abuse, is okay as long as you have time to confess but 
will condemn you if you don’t have time to confess. 
 



17 

 

 

Congratulations, you’re well on your way to being a 
Roman Catholic. Where it becomes legal nonsense 
that ties the hands of God and elevates the role of 
man, both sinner and priest. That’s what penance, 
Purgatory, and Last Rites, are all about. People trying 
to untie God’s hands. 

 
Now let me also say that in 2 decades of fighting the 
War on Terror we lost about 7,000 soldiers, sailors, 
airmen, and Marines in combat. In that same time, we 
lost over 30,000 to suicide. 
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When Christians start treating the subject openly and 
biblically, with the Grace enabled by Jesus, perhaps we 
can reach out to our veterans and, of course non-vets 
as well, and give them the hope they seek.  
 
To the legalistic Jews a suicide was a sure ticket to the 
underworld, and they just knew that they were all going 
to Heaven, so yeah, they wouldn’t be following Jesus 
where He was headed. 
 
Jesus answered their mocking reversal directly, saying 
that they were the ones headed below, because that 
was where they were from – below. He, on the other 



19 

 

 

hand, could only return to above, because that’s where 
He was from, that was His home. 
 
An interesting note here, Jesus said that being from 
below was synonymous with, or the same as, being 
from this present physical world. Similarly, being from 
above is the same as not being from this world. Below 
and this world are equivalent, and the opposite of 
above and not from this world. Well, what does that 
mean? 

 
We westerners have been greatly influenced by Greek 
philosophy, especially the ideas of Plato. That student 
of Socrates and teacher of Aristotle advanced what’s 
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sometimes called idealism, which became a sort of 
dualism. The basic gist within Christian thought is that 
everything physical is tainted and therefore bad, or 
even evil in itself. The material reality is a corrupt 
shadowy copy of what is real. The real is the perfect 
and holy supernatural, immaterial, metaphysical realm. 
Spiritual is good, physical is bad. 
 
That is not what Jesus was saying here at all – Jesus 
was not a devotee of Greek philosophy. What Jesus 
was saying is that due to sin itself, human beings walk 
in darkness, blinded to the Truth. That is the present 
situation or world in which we live, and the only hope is 
for the Light, Who is Jesus, to shine. 
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Sin creates spiritual blindness, which is really spiritual 
death. All human beings are conceived in sin and are 
born dead spiritually speaking. Just as God stated in 
Genesis 2:17, “For in the day that you eat from it (in 
other words when you sin against Me), you will surely 
die.” It is impossible for a person to reach out to God 
because that is an action of a living person, not a dead 
person. 
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The Holy Spirit illuminates the Word of God revealing 
the Plan of God. When illuminated in this way dead 
people are quickened enough, or their blindness is 
corrected enough, that they can reach out, they can 
earnestly, honestly seek, they can see a bit and are 
faced with a choice. The choice to fully surrender to the 
plan of Salvation that the Father orchestrated, to fully 
embrace the Savior provided, and to fully yield to the 
Holy Spirit imparted, results in a supernatural 
transference from death to Life, from dark to Light, from 
lies to Truth, from below to Above, and from being an 
integral part of this world system, to merely being a 
temporary sojourner on the outside of the system. 
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There is nothing inherently evil about the physical, 
about the universe, the world itself, or the animals, or 
our own human bodies. God made it all. What’s evil is 
sin, and sin has an incredibly corrosive effect on 
everything physical. Disease, destruction, death, and 
decay is caused by sin. 
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When a person embraces the Savior God gave, sin is 
erased from his or her ledger. The transfer transaction 
becomes complete. That person’s sin as a single entity 
of unbelief incorporating all the sins subsumed, has 
been written as a debt in Christ’s ledger, and He has 
paid in full. Since sin is the cause of death and sin is 
erased, the person is now alive and will remain alive in 
Christ forevermore. 
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Our problem is we are like trained dogs, some of us 
are Border Collies and others are Basset Hounds, but 
we’re all just dogs. We have been trained by the sinful 
system in which we live, to continue in our old dead 
existence walking around like we are still the zombies 
we were before we were reborn alive. 
 
Stop allowing yourself to act like people who are dead, 
but instead, actively allow the Holy Spirit to make you 
who you are spiritually, obvious to the world physically, 
by wrapping your mind around the difference. That’s 
Romans 12:2. You are not of this world anymore – this 
system is not our system – this human way of looking 



26 

 

 

at things is not our way. Stop loving the world; it is 
passing away. That’s John 15:19, James 4:4, and 
Revelation 21:1.  

  
In verse 24, Jesus confirms all that I’ve said here. 
Everyone who commits the one unforgiveable sin of 
unbelief, which is to blaspheme against the Holy 
Spirit’s ministry pointing to Jesus, will die physically as 
already dead spiritually. Anyone dying physically who is 
still dead spiritually will spend eternity apart from the 
presence of God – a fate described by Jesus as that 
where there is only “weeping and gnashing of teeth” 
(Matthew 8:12, etc.). 
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What is the only way to avoid such an outcome? Jesus 
plainly stated it “for unless you believe that I am He, 
you will die in your sins.” Here, it is sins, plural. The 
point is the single sin of unbelief causes one to die in 
their multitude of individual sins. 
 
The proof is in the same sentence. The “I am He,” bit is 
once again simply “I AM.” The interlinear would be, “for 
if you do not believe that I AM, you will die in your sins.” 
 
Most translations, following the KJV, obscure it a little 
to make better English. The Message Bible does a nice 
job even though Peterson added a bunch of words to 
do it. He has that you’ll die in your sins, “If you won’t 
believe I am who I say I am.”  
 
It is an unusual grammar choice as discussed last 
week and while it essentially means that, in order to be 
Saved, one would need to believe Jesus is Who He 
says that He is, but more than that we get another 
direct hint at His eternal divinity in another informal “I 
AM” statement. 
 
To prove that it is unusual, they ask in verse 25, “Who 
are You?” Not only is that question aimed at the 
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strange way Jesus used the statement “I AM,” but it is 
an emphatic, forceful, highlighted, “You,” It means, 
“Who in the world do you think you are to say that you 
are “I AM”?  
 
Jesus’ answer is amazing although once again His 
claims of divinity are obscured by the translators to 
make better English. 
 
He says what should be understood as an answer on 
two levels. The first level is the obvious and the one the 
translators have made clear. Since the beginning of 
Jesus’ ministry, He’s been trying to tell them Who He 
is. 
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The deeper level plays directly into the context of the 
Gospel and in particular the prologue, as well as the 
informal “I AM” in the previous verse, together with the 
formal “I AM,” in verse 12. 
 
That deeper meaning is that people must believe that 
Jesus is the “I AM” and that He’s been proclaiming that 
Truth from the very Beginning as described in the 
opening of both Genesis and John. 
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John 8:26–30, 26“I have many things to speak and to 
judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; and 
the things which I heard from Him, these I speak to the 
world.” 27They did not realize that He had been 
speaking to them about the Father. 28So Jesus said, 
“When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know 
that I am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but 
I speak these things as the Father taught Me. 29“And 
He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, 
for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.” 
30As He spoke these things, many came to believe in 
Him. 
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It isn’t like Jesus was trying to keep Salvation a secret 
– He was happy to talk and had plenty to say, but the 
people simply would not hear it. 
 
You could say, maybe things would have been different 
if Jesus hadn’t used all this metaphorical, figurative, 
and frankly, ambiguous language. If Jesus had just 
simply and plainly told them that He was the eternal 
Word of Yahweh made flesh and blood as a regular 
guy in order to take the sins of the world upon Himself 
and to pay for them with His physical life, so that all 
who accepted Him and His sacrifice on their behalf 
would be forgiven for all of their sins and be made 
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children of God forever, that it would have made a 
difference. 
 
I’m sure that it would have made a difference. I’m sure 
that it would have been far worse. At least in talking 
metaphorically Jesus kept the conversation going. 
 
By the time we get to verse 28, we have another 
profound and prophetic statement. Essentially, the 
Jews wanted irrefutable proof that Jesus was 
something more than a lunatic or a liar and what He 
ultimately said is that “I will not provide the proof of My 
claims, you will.” 
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“When you lift up the Son of Man.” The word “you,” 
used by Jesus is like the word “you,” used by the Jews 
in verse 25, as being emphatic, forceful, and 
highlighted. Here it is also plural – when you all, all you 
all, y’all lift Me up. In fact, the three words “you lift up” 
are all emphatic because it’s just a single word, 
ὑψώσητε (hü-psō-sā-tĕ), a form of the verb ὑψόω (ü-
psŏ-ō), it is a fascinating choice. 
 
It is a verb in the subjunctive mood, meaning that it is 
possible, or perhaps even probable, but put together in 
a sentence that makes it a certainty. What that means 
is that all of the “Jews” were going to lift Him up, except 
the Jews, who between then and the future event, 
changed their position. 
 
There is hope, once again; the possibility of altering 
one’s present course. The course they are on 
collectively is headed in only one direction – there is 
only one destination, but there is an opportunity for 
individuals to jump ship. Here the future is a sure and 
certain outcome of pure evil, but with the chance for 
some to change that future for themselves. It is similar 
to Jesus saying in verse 24, “You will all die in your sins 
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and be forever condemned, unless, unless, unless you 
change your position, by believing in Me.” 
WORSHIP TEAM >>> 
Jesus then concluded in much the same way as He 
began, by reiterating that He and the Father are One. 
Jesus was never alone and never spoke for only 
Himself, and never pushed His Own agenda. 
 
His entire goal was to please the Father and that is 
what sinlessness is all about. That’s what “Go and sin 
no more,” means for us. We can never be perfectly 
sinless, but the way we sin less, is to focus on what 
God has done for us and beyond that to the position 
we now occupy and then to think, speak, and act, in 
keeping with that reality. 
 
Verse 30 says that “Many came to believe in Him.”  
Salvific Belief is a process that culminates in a 
conversion – a transference – a change of forensic 
position. Then the work of yielding to the conforming 
work of the Holy Spirit begins – the lifelong pursuit of 
following Jesus in His self-sacrificial love first for God 
and then for mankind. 
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As I’ve so often said, “If you are a child of God, then 
act like you are part of the family.” Jesus was lifted up 
by the Jews who refused to change their position and 
because He allowed that, you are allowed to follow Him 
forever. Let’s follow Him. 
 
John 8:21–25 ~  

Verse 21 has five parts: 
1) Different day, same stuff. 
 
2) “I’m outta here.” 
 
3) You will continue to seek to no avail. 
 
4) You will die in your sin. 
 
5) Therefore, you cannot go where I go. 
 
You can never find that which you’ve already rejected! Rejecting the Savior obviously means that 
Salvation has been rejected as well. 
 

Sin is singular. Specifically, it is the sin of unbelief. 
 
 
 
The “Jews” intentionally flip the narrative and reverse the destinations by mocking Jesus as suicidal. 
 

Suicide is self-murder, a most grievous sin and because of its nature, a sin that can never be 
repented of, or atoned for, or otherwise mitigated. That’s all true. The question becomes, is it 
an unforgiveable sin? 

 

 
 
Notice that whenever religious belief is about us, we always drift into legalism, which in turn creates 
absolutes about the eternal ramifications of our personal actions. Legalistic ideas always paint God 
into a corner. 
  
 
 
Jesus answered their mocking reversal directly, saying that they were the ones headed below, 
because that was where they were from – below. He, on the other hand, could only return to above 
because that’s where He was from. 
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Due to sin itself, human beings walk in darkness, blinded to the Truth. That is the present 
situation or “world” in which we live, and the only hope is for the Light, Who is Jesus, to shine. 

  
 
 
When a person embraces the Savior God gave, sin is erased from his or her ledger. The transfer 
transaction becomes complete. That person’s sin as a single entity of unbelief incorporating all their 
sins subsumed, has been written as a debt in Christ’s ledger, and He has paid in full. Since sin is the 
cause of death and sin is erased, the person is now alive and will remain alive in Christ forevermore. 
  

Stop allowing yourself to act like people who are dead, but instead, actively allow the Holy 
Spirit to make you who you are spiritually, obvious to the world physically, by wrapping your 
mind around the difference. 

   
 
 
The “I am He,” bit is once again simply “I AM.” To prove that it is unusual, they ask in verse 25, “Who 
are You?” As in, who in the world do you think you are to say that you are “I AM”?  
 

Jesus’ answer is that He’s been proclaiming that Truth from the very Beginning. 
  
 
 
John 8:26–30 ~ 
It isn’t like Jesus was trying to keep Salvation a secret – He was happy to talk and had plenty to say, 
but the people simply would not hear it. 
 

By the time we get to verse 28, we have another profound and prophetic statement. 
Essentially, the Jews wanted irrefutable proof that Jesus was something more than a lunatic or 
a liar and what He ultimately said is that “I will not provide the proof of My claims, you will.” 


