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May 29, 2022
“Winning Souls”
SS at 9:30. Service at 10:30 with King’s Kids.
Jerry Wabschall Memorial Reception to Follow.

Remember the Fallen
News:
VBS Jun 13-17 – Church Camp Aug 22-24
330 N. Somers Rd. (Mail: PO Box 10626) Kalispell, MT 59904~ (406) 755-1776
Visit the website ~ www.myaletheia.com
New Podcast Host: myaletheia.podbean.com Or go to Spotify, and type in myaletheia
Like us on Facebook (aletheiachristianfellowship)
Emails: pastor@myaletheia.com, stacey.sundt@myaletheia.com

Memorial Day: Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, November 19, 1863…

Jerry Wabschall was a two-tour, special forces, Vietnam Vet. He went on to serve as a law
enforcement officer for nearly three decades. He was a fake curmudgeon.
To those visiting us today in order to pay their respects and be comforted – welcome.

JOHN 4:1-4 ~
The bad blood between the _______ and the Samaritans started with the split of the Jewish kingdom
after Solomon died, nearly _______ years ago.

Samaritans accept only the first _______ Books of the Bible as Holy Scripture and believe that Mount
Gerizim in Samaria, not on Mount Moria in Jerusalem, is the place to worship God.

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the offering plate
or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or Deacon of the church.
God Bless You!
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Verse 4 states that Jesus, “Had to pass through Samaria.” It indicates a “Divine _____________.”
“He left,” is ἀφίημι (ä-fē-ā-mē). It is to ______ off, or _____ over. What it means is that Jesus
abandoned the land of Judea. While the Lord makes Himself readily available, He will
eventually _________ those repeatedly choosing to reject Him.

JOHN 4:5-42 ~
Jesus was weary. That should be incredibly comforting. ________, the Word of God made flesh,
knows our sorrows, pain, and temptations.

As she approached the _______, she had to steel herself for the encounter with a stranger. Jesus
literally commanded her, “Give me drink.” By doing so he was invoking cultural __________.
1) Samaritan and a Jew
2) A lone woman and a lone man
3) An obvious sinner and a righteous person
Her seemingly innocent _________ is a veiled rebuke. Jesus refused to join in the
escalating hostility and said, “If you knew the Gift of God,” and if you knew Me, you
would have _________ Me to give you “Living water.”
Jesus, the Word of God made _________ is Life itself – He is the “Living water”.

Intentionally misunderstanding Him, she chided, “You don’t have the tools to get Yourself a drink, let
alone draw water for me.” The best __________ is a good offence and so she pushed her attack.
Jesus was far more interested in ________ her soul than He was in ________ the argument.
She _________ to resist Him. Jesus _________ to probe into her life. She was a fake
curmudgeon and ________ embraced her right where she was at and just as she was.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------Write a brief note – detach and place in the offering, or the prayer box, or give it to a Deacon or Elder.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name _________________________________ Address ___________________________________________________
Phone ________________________ Email _____________________________________________________________
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Tomorrow is Memorial Day. It is actually this…
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Not this…

Remember the Fallen…
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On November 19, 1863, perhaps, my favorite president
of all time, gave this short speech, “Four score and
seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this
continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and
dedicated to the proposition that all men are created
equal.
Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing
whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so
dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great
battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate a
portion of that field, as a final resting place for those
who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It
is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.
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But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate -- we cannot
consecrate -- we cannot hallow -- this ground. The
brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have
consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or
detract.
The world will little note, nor long remember what we
say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It
is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the
unfinished work which they who fought here have thus
far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here
dedicated to the great task remaining before us -- that
from these honored dead we take increased devotion
to that cause for which they gave the last full measure
of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these
dead shall not have died in vain -- that this nation,
under God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and
that government of the people, by the people, for the
people, shall not perish from the earth” ~ Abraham
Lincoln.
Let’s observe a moment of silence to honor those who
have given their “Last full measure of devotion” so that
we have the freedom and security to start another
summer in true American excess. Excess eating,
excess drinking, excess shopping, excess everything,
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but in taking this moment, perhaps we’ll pause
occasionally and “Thank God, not that such men died,
but that such men lived” (George Patton).

A man for whom Memorial Day had deeper personal
meaning and a man for whom I personally thank God,
Jerry Wabschall. Jerry was a two-tour, special forces,
Vietnam Vet. His own brother Archie was a casualty of
that conflagration. Archie’s name is chiseled into
granite on the Wall in the nation’s capital and is carried
by Jerry’s own son here today.
Jerry went on to serve as a law enforcement officer for
nearly three decades. He was a fake curmudgeon. He
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actively cultivated a persona gruffer than John Wayne’s
character in True Grit, but his heart was as tender as
they come.
As such, it was inevitable that he would yield to the
Holy Spirit and fully embrace Jesus Christ as his Lord.
Being the pastor entrusted with his spiritual care, I
couldn’t be more pleased with the confident faith Jerry
maintained throughout his many trials. Jerry truly
finished well.
His start was a different story. I, along with others in
this room, can attest to the fact that Jerry was
somewhat less saintly in his younger days, but he
finished well, and in the end, that’s all that matters.
I want to welcome those visiting us today in order to
pay their respects and be comforted. His wife Carole of
course, Son Archie and his wife Jill, daughter Roxanne,
and her kids, all these great friends making the journey
to attend – welcome.
I will say, neither Jerry, nor his family wanted a special
service and so we are going to do a bit of our regular
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thing this morning. We’ll have a reception after the
service.

We’ve been going through John’s Gospel and are at
the opening of the fourth chapter. Here we’ll meet a
woman with whom Jerry shared many similarities. To
get to that encounter we read…
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John 4:1-4 ~ 1Therefore when the Lord knew that the
Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and
baptizing more disciples than John 2(although Jesus
Himself was not baptizing, but His disciples were), 3He
left Judea and went away again into Galilee. 4And He
had to pass through Samaria.
If you’ve been following along with us, you know that
these verses primarily function as a transition moving
us from John the Baptist’s final confirmation of Jesus to
the next encounter further clarifying the person and
mission of Jesus.
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He and His disciples were in the greater province of
Judea, which was administered at that time by the
Roman governor Pontius Pilate from His headquarters
in Caesarea on the coast. The northern portion of that
territory was the sub-province of Samaria – home of
the greatly despised Samaritans.
Last week I mentioned the bad blood between the
Jews and the Samaritans. It started with the split of the
Jewish kingdom into north and south after Solomon
died, nearly 3,000 years ago. The two kingdoms fought
like siblings do until the Northern Kingdom was
conquered by the Assyrians about 27 centuries ago.
The Assyrians deported all of the more capable Jews
to distant lands and moved people from those lands to
resettle in their place. The result was the Samaritans. A
mixed-race, partly Jewish people who took parts of
Judaism and parts of other belief systems to create
their own brand of religious belief. To most Jews the
mixing of Jewish and non-Jewish ideas was worse than
the straight paganism of the Gentiles.
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From then until today, the Samaritans have considered
the Torah, or Pentateuch, which is to say, the first five
books of the Bible as Holy Scripture but rejected the
rest of the Jewish Bible. As such they were able to say
that the holy place where God wished to be
worshipped was on Mount Gerizim in Samaria,
overlooking Shechem, not on Mount Moria in
Jerusalem as the Jews supposed. These are modern
Samaritans on Mount Gerizim. There are less than
1,000 Samaritans remaining.
Nearly 500 years before the events that we just read
about; the Samaritans built their own Temple on Mount
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Gerizim. Then in 110 B.C. after the Jews successfully
gained independence from the Seleucid Empire, they
destroyed the rival Temple burning it to the ground.
When Rome advanced a few decades later, the
Samaritans helped them against the Jews… Bad
blood.
Verse 4 states that Jesus, “Had to pass through
Samaria.” Some people overstate this, and others
entirely dismiss it. Where we left Jesus at the end of
chapter 3, it was physically necessary for Him to
continue through the province to get out of the province
– He had to pass through. Even so, John would not
have stated it this way unless he had a theological
reason, unless he was pointing to the idea of a “Divine
appointment.”

14

God made man went where He went… intentionally. It
has always been so, and it continues to be that way.
God makes the appointments with us, even when it
seems as though we are the ones initiating something.
You may think that it was your choice to be here this
morning… Well, you can think that – it doesn’t make
you right. God orchestrates all things – God sets the
agenda – God is waiting on your response. We seldom
love the way things are going and we have a choice to
arrogantly call God incompetent, or to selfishly ignore
God completely, or to humbly submit to God entirely.
What I can tell you with certainty is that it is pure
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human folly to do either of the first two and if you will let
your guard down just a bit, Jesus will meet with you
right here, right now and set you free from the hopeless
despair of either of the first two.
That brings me to another point. Most people assume
Jesus leaving the area had to do with avoiding further
confrontations with the Pharisees or avoiding
competition with John the Baptist. It is an unusual way
to say, “He left.” It’s actually the Greek word ἀφίημι (äfē-ā-mē), to send off, or hand over. What it means is
that Jesus abandoned, turned away from, rejected, or
divorced the land of Judea – the people who rejected
Jesus without any real consideration. While the Lord
makes Himself readily available, He will eventually
leave those choosing to reject Him without giving Him
any serious consideration. Honestly, there are only so
many chances, and the problem is, one can never
know when it’s the last chance.
We’ll continue on and simply introduce this “Divine
appointment” for today. Next week we’ll examine the
details more thoroughly. Since this will only be an
overview. I’ll read the whole encounter from the
children’s Bible to make it easier to follow.
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John 4:5-42, 5 Eventually he came to the Samaritan
village of Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his
son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there; and Jesus, tired
from the long walk, sat wearily beside the well about
noontime. 7 Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw
water, and Jesus said to her, “Please give me a drink.”
8 He was alone at the time because his disciples had
gone into the village to buy some food.
9 The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have
anything to do with Samaritans. She said to Jesus,
“You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman. Why are
you asking me for a drink?”
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10 Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God has for
you and who you are speaking to, you would ask me,
and I would give you living water.”
11 “But sir, you don’t have a rope or a bucket,” she
said, “and this well is very deep. Where would you get
this living water? 12 And besides, do you think you’re
greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this
well? How can you offer better water than he and his
sons and his animals enjoyed?”
13 Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water will
soon become thirsty again. 14 But those who drink the
water I give will never be thirsty again. It becomes a
fresh, bubbling spring within them, giving them eternal
life.”
15 “Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me this water!
Then I’ll never be thirsty again, and I won’t have to
come here to get water.”
16 “Go and get your husband,” Jesus told her.
17 “I don’t have a husband,” the woman replied.
Jesus said, “You’re right! You don’t have a husband—
18 for you have had five husbands, and you aren’t
even married to the man you’re living with now. You
certainly spoke the truth!”
19 “Sir,” the woman said, “you must be a prophet.
20 So tell me, why is it that you Jews insist that
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Jerusalem is the only place of worship, while we
Samaritans claim it is here at Mount Gerizim, where
our ancestors worshiped?”
21 Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear woman, the time is
coming when it will no longer matter whether you
worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem.
22 You Samaritans know very little about the one you
worship, while we Jews know all about him, for
salvation comes through the Jews. 23 But the time is
coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father
is looking for those who will worship him that way.
24 For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must
worship in spirit and in truth.”
25 The woman said, “I know the Messiah is coming—
the one who is called Christ. When he comes, he will
explain everything to us.”
26 Then Jesus told her, “I Am the Messiah!”
27 Just then his disciples came back. They were
shocked to find him talking to a woman, but none of
them had the nerve to ask, “What do you want with
her?” or “Why are you talking to her?” 28 The woman
left her water jar beside the well and ran back to the
village, telling everyone, 29 “Come and see a man who
told me everything I ever did! Could he possibly be the
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Messiah?” 30 So the people came streaming from the
village to see him.
31 Meanwhile, the disciples were urging Jesus, “Rabbi,
eat something.”
32 But Jesus replied, “I have a kind of food you know
nothing about.”
33 “Did someone bring him food while we were gone?”
the disciples asked each other.
34 Then Jesus explained: “My nourishment comes
from doing the will of God, who sent me, and from
finishing his work. 35 You know the saying, ‘Four
months between planting and harvest.’ But I say, wake
up and look around. The fields are already ripe for
harvest. 36 The harvesters are paid good wages, and
the fruit they harvest is people brought to eternal life.
What joy awaits both the planter and the harvester
alike! 37 You know the saying, ‘One plants and another
harvests.’ And it’s true. 38 I sent you to harvest where
you didn’t plant; others had already done the work, and
now you will get to gather the harvest.”
39 Many Samaritans from the village believed in Jesus
because the woman had said, “He told me everything I
ever did!” 40 When they came out to see him, they
begged him to stay in their village. So he stayed for two
days, 41 long enough for many more to hear his
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message and believe. 42 Then they said to the woman,
“Now we believe, not just because of what you told us,
but because we have heard him ourselves. Now we
know that he is indeed the Savior of the world.”

The city of Sychar is less than half a mile from Jacob’s
Well in the little valley between Mount Gerizim on the
near side and Mount Ebal on the far side in this photo.
The modern Palestinian city of Nablus is what you’re
looking at there now. It was the ancient city of
Shechem, renamed by the Roman emperor Vespasian
in 72 A.D. as Neapolis, evolving into Nablus. Naples,
Italy is another example of the phenomenon – it also
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started out as Neapolis. I’ve highlighted the location of
Jacob’s Well on the right side of the photo.

Jacob’s Well today is within an Eastern Orthodox
monastery – the well is 135’ deep.
As the children’s Bible makes clear, this encounter
between Jesus and the Samaritan woman was strained
to say the least. As I typically say, the woman was a
snot, but Jesus, unlike so many of His followers today,
was far more interested in winning her soul than He
was in winning the argument.

22

Verses 6 and 8 set the scene. Jesus and His disciples
arrived at the well and He sent them into the town for
lunch while He waited. Again, Jesus did nothing without
purpose.
He was weary. That should be incredibly comforting.
The Word, fully God made flesh, was, in His flesh, fully
human. When the Bible tells us that Jesus knows the
human plight, it’s not an overstatement. He knows our
sorrows, He knows our pain, and He knows our
temptations, firsthand. How utterly incredible that God
would condescend to be made flesh.
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The woman from the town evidently came alone to
draw water during the heat of the day. The conclusion
is clear. She was an outcast.

Women in those days retrieved water in the morning
and then, if necessary, in the evening as well, and they
did it en masse – in a social group. It was actually one
of the high points of the day for women back then. A
daily chore that they actually enjoyed as it gave them
the opportunity to catch up with each other and interact
relationally. They could relax and freely chat without
men around – that’s the nicest way I can put that. This
woman was clearly not welcome among the others.
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As she approached the well, she was no doubt
annoyed to see an unknown man sitting there. Her
options were to turn around and go home without any
water, which she would end up doing anyway, or to
steel herself and put on her toughest façade. She was
no stranger to dealing with unwanted advances from
men, so she pressed forward.
Jesus literally commanded her, “Give me drink.” It
seems incredibly imperious and rude, but it was the
norm when invoking cultural hospitality. What in the
world is cultural hospitality? At that time, cultural norms
dictated that visitors in need were treated as guests by
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the local person who then acted as host. It’s much the
same in many Near East societies today. The people in
many Bedouin communities and rural villages from
central Asia through Africa are ethically obligated to
render assistance to travelers.

In this case, it was a stunning surprise that Jesus
would invoke the host/guest hospitality for at least
three reasons… 1) Ethnic: It was practically never
invoked between Samaritans and Jews – they did not
associate unless absolutely necessary. 2) Gender: It
was wildly inappropriate to invoke it between a lone
man and a lone woman unless you wanted a scandal.
3) Religious: It was just as inappropriate for a
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ceremonially pure and religiously righteous person to
invoke it with an obvious sinner. She wasn’t there at
noon by herself because she was so popular with her
people she just needed to get away.
In Jesus’ opening there is a hint of a rebuke that she
did not offer Him hospitality by providing Him water
before He asked. Her response was classic. She
couldn’t ignore Him, nor could she say “no” to His
appeal. So, she rebuked Him at least 10-fold. Oh, she
did a great job of packaging it politely, but it was a curt
reproach. “How can you invoke hospitality with me?”
Basically, “What gives you the right to even suggest
such a thing, when I am just as aware of the things that
stand between us as you must be?”
It’s the three things she’s using against Him. 1) Again,
they were ethnic opponents. There had been times of
open warfare between their ancestors. Jews and
Samaritans viewed the other’s religion as a corruption
of the faith of the Patriarchs. Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. No respectable Jew would take anything from
the hand of a Samaritan. 2) Jesus’ words can easily be
misconstrued as a physical proposition.
Euphemistically speaking it could be a request of a
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different kind. The point was any righteous man
wouldn’t be caught dead talking with a woman alone at
a well even in broad daylight. 3) Jewish Rabbis at the
time taught that Samaritans were unclean from birth.
Beyond the general sinfulness inherent, she was
clearly a disgraced woman in particular and therefore a
much greater sinner than typical. What upstanding man
would have dealings with a lowlife reprobate like her?
She must have been amazed at Jesus’ answer to her
rebuke of Him. She was no doubt, through a lifetime of
experience in such matters, expected a smackdown. If
not physically, surely a verbal onslaught. Instead,
Jesus said, “If you knew the Gift of God,” and if you
knew Me, you would have asked Me to give you “Living
water.”
No escalation in the argument… No abusive name
calling… Really? Instead, a gentle reversal of the
host/guest dynamic. What was she to make of all of
this? She was likely a bit off-guard at this point.
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It’s likely she knew that He was driving at something
beyond physical water, or a veiled request. Clearly, He
was talking about a spiritual issue. The “Gift of God,”
Jesus mentioned is generally thought to apply to
Salvation, eternal life, the Holy Spirit, which all ends up
being the same thing… The Grace gift of God is and
always has been His Word. Whether oral through
ancient prophets, written in Holy Scripture, or presently
for her in the man before her.
It is the “Living water” itself. Jesus, the Word of God
made flesh is Life itself – He is the “Living water”. If she
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had known “God’s Gift,” she would have known Him
and she would have humbly begged Him to Save her.
Well, those notions were worse than her original
concerns over this strange dude. She selectively keyed
in on a few of His words, disregarding others and
disregarding His obvious spiritual intent. Using the
basic physical meaning of Him giving her a drink, she
chided Him with “You don’t have the tools to get
Yourself a drink, let alone draw water for me.” The best
defense is a good offence and so she pushed on with
her attack.
We have rhetorical questions in English where we hint
at the response we want. “Lincoln was a great
president, wasn’t he?” Even though I want you to
answer that in one way, in truth, you could answer that
either way. Not so in Greek. Her rhetorical question
“You are not greater than our father Jacob, are You?” is
formed in such a way that there is only one answer
possible, and that answer is a resounding “No!” “No,
you are not greater than the forefather of both Jews
and Samaritans who founded this well and drank from
it along with the founding fathers of the 12 Tribes of
Israel.” “Just who do you think that You are?”
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That should have done it! But again, as I said, Jesus
was far more interested in winning her soul than He
was in winning the argument. He told her what was
patently obvious. Anyone and everyone who drank
from Jacob’s Well would thirst again. What He was
offering her was eternal life.
She continued to resist Him. Continued to put up
barriers and roadblocks. Continued to try and pick a
fight with Him. She brought up the most controversial,
incendiary, divisive issue between Jews and
Samaritans purely for inflammatory purposes to get the
focus off of her and her need for a Savior. Jesus did
not take the bait but continued to probe into her life.
Not for the purposes of condemning her, but for the
purposes of breaking down her tough exterior – of
getting through to her tender heart.
She was a fake curmudgeon. She really was a victim of
a system that marginalized women in general and
women like her in particular. While it was nearly
impossible for a woman to divorce her husband, a
husband could divorce his wife if she overcooked
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dinner. Five husbands had left her through death or
divorce and the man she now needed for her survival
evidently refused to marry her.
She had become a hardened sinner as a foolish, but all
too typical response to the difficulties of her life. A
complete outcast in her own village and even in her
own family. Someone no self-respecting Jewish man
would even look at, let alone talk to and here was God
made flesh on earth embracing her right where she
was at and just as she was.

That was Jerry Wabschall as well. Man did he get
crusty with his self-made outer defensive shield. He
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was, as is so characteristic of people like himself and
the “Woman at the Well.” People hardened against
God because of resentment. Jerry was resentful at the
egregious unfairness of losing his brother and the
response towards him from his family, especially from
his dad. I could go on and on about the disillusionment
with God and the lifestyle of dissipation as a result, but
Jesus kept pursuing Jerry – probing Jerry’s life,
refusing to debate him, refusing to be distracted by his
tactics, Jesus kept trying to win Jerry just like He kept
trying to win the Samaritan woman.
Well, 21 years ago I watched Jerry die more than 60
times. The only reason he made it through his sudden
death heart attack and the ensuing medical drama that
followed was a series of Divine interventions. Jerry was
shocked into rhythm well over 60 times and that just
doesn’t happen. He was given another opportunity by,
as he would say, “The good Lord.”
Over the last 21 years Jerry walked the walk by
devoutly following the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Just like the “Woman” of our story, Jesus finally got
through and the result for both of them is eternal life.
What about you? I know where they are right now.
What about you?
Near the end I asked Jerry if he had any final wishes.
He said the only thing he wanted was for the people he
loved, to love the Lord. More than anything he wanted
the folks in this room to be reunited with him one day in
the presence of the One Who pursued him.

