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              “How far do we go?” 
 

9:00 ~ Fellowship. 
10:00 ~ Service with the King’s Kid’s 
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1) Is Jesus speaking hyperbolically? 
 
2) What’s the difference between prioritizing God over self and being completely 
devoted to God in everything, while balancing idealism with pragmatism? 
 
3) How is worry the antithesis of trust? When a Christian person worries, what 
message are they sending about their Lord and their God? 
 
Matthew 6:25 starts with, “For this reason” (NASB). What follows is a resulting 
_______________________. Do not be worried about your _________ here and now. 
That should make the natural you, nervous.  
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus’s demands are ____________________ and so, any reasonable person would 
ask, just how far do we go with this thing? What do these demands really mean for me 
practically speaking? 
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MATTHEW 6:25-34 ~ 25NLT“That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life—
whether you have enough food and drink, or enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more 
than food, and your body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds. They don’t plant or 
harvest or store food in barns, for your heavenly Father feeds them. And aren’t you far 
more valuable to him than they are? 27Can all your worries add a single moment to 
your life? 28“And why worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field and how 
they grow. They don’t work or make their clothing, 29yet Solomon in all his glory was 
not dressed as beautifully as they are. 30And if God cares so wonderfully for wildflowers 
that are here today and thrown into the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. 
Why do you have so little faith? 31“So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will 
we eat? What will we drink? What will we wear?’ 32These things dominate the thoughts 
of unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already knows all your needs. 33Seek the 
Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything 
you need. 34“So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries. 
Today’s trouble is enough for today.  
 
We worry, even when we’re focused on controlling things - how much more should we 
worry, if we live like Jesus demands? Unfortunately, He doesn’t give us a solution, He 
simply tells us not to ____________________. 
 
 
 
 
 

Maybe the answer lies in minimizing the impact of the word worry. It is μεριμνάω (mĕ-

ȑēm-nä-ō), a ______ meaning to be concerned, or anxious. The KJV has, “Take no 
thought” and the MSG has, “Don’t fuss about”.  
 
 
 
 
 
It is the _____________-_____________ between the KJV and the MSG. The word 

μεριμνάω occurs 19 times in the New Testament. Six times here and four more in I 

Corinthians 7:32-34. 
 

It doesn’t mean to be so __________________ that nothing else matters, but 
it also doesn’t mean to be so casually interested that it doesn’t interfere with 
other matters. 
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The concept is summed up in 6:33 (if we don’t simply make it about 
_____________________). If I simply say that I place a greater value on God, it can 
lead to a self-delusion, enabling me to feel good about spending 98% of my time, 
energy, and resources on my ____________. 
 
 
 
 
 
Putting Him first does not mean giving Him 10%, or even giving Him 51%. Putting Him 
first means giving Him 100%. It’s doing everything for Him. God is the center of your 
universe! It’s more of a __________________ your attitude, than a reprioritizing of 
your schedule.  
 
 
 
 
 
God grants us life and the ability to serve ourselves, or serve Him with that life. 
According to Jesus, no one can do ______________. Choose today whom you will 
serve. 
 
 
 
 
 
When you put God __________ in everything you do, it has the effect of changing your 
priorities, but most of all, it changes your entire orientation. 
 
 
 
 
 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 
Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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If then, we are oriented to giving everything to God, His Kingdom and to godliness, 
how are we to ______________________? 
 

John 17:15-18  
  

We are 100% His, but we are also 100% in this physical world and 
that means we must do physical things, as well as 
_______________________ things. 

 
 
 
 
 
It comes down to ____________________ idealism with pragmatism, spirituality and 
physicality, faith and work. 
 
 
 
 
 
That’s the struggle. God in everything, God in Heavenly matters and God in the 
___________________ matters as well. The point is that if we truly put God first, we 
will do our best, working everything unto Him for His glory, and then trusting Him with 
the results. 
 
 
 
 
Worry is the proof that a person does not trust God. Can you see why worry is such a 
grievous ______________? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check all that apply – detach and place in the offering or the prayer box 
 

_____ I want to talk with the pastor about ___________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want prayer for _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want to volunteer to _____________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want more information about ______________________________________________ 
 

_____ Other __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ______________________ Address _________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
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Alêtheia ~ Matthew 6e ~ 010619 
 

 
Last week I finished by quickly reading the last 10 
verses of chapter 6. I was attempting to show the 
connection to what we’d been discussing and to show 
the context of those famously misused verses. So, if 
you’ll turn in your Bibles to Matthew chapter 6, verse 
25. 
 
Now, I’d like to cover those last 10 verses in a bit more 
detail and to do that I need to first remind you about the 
connection and the context… 
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Jesus started verse 25 with, “For this reason,” in the 
NASB we read last week. Today I’ll read it again for 
you from the NLT for variety and simplicity. There it 
starts out, “That is why I tell you.” What follows, then, is 
obviously a conclusion. Jesus is saying, based on, and 
because of, what I’ve already said; this is the resulting 
proposition. 
 

The proposition? “Do not be worried about your 
physical life here and now.” Don’t be worried about 
food, drink, clothes and by logical extension, do not be 
worried about anything pertaining to the needs, wants 
and desires of your present physical life. 
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Now, if you’re like me, that wasn’t what you were 
hoping for… Jesus is saying, “I’ve made some 
outrageous demands and instead of giving you a 
loophole or some secret weapon, I’m telling you to 
simply trust. 
 
That should make the natural you, a little nervous. 
Particularly, as you remember the context. What Jesus 
has been talking about for two chapters is radical. If 
you’ve been paying attention, it is an incredibly wild, 
crazy, reorientation of everything that comes naturally 
to us as humans. 
 
5:20b“Unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 
scribes and Pharisees (now remember those were the 
religious leaders who devoted their entire lives to 
serving God - if your righteousness isn’t greater than 
theirs), you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
22b“Whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to 
go into the fiery hell.”  
39b“Do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps 
you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.”  
44b“Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you.” 
6:15b“But if you do not forgive others, then your Father 
will not forgive your transgressions.”  
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24“No one can serve two masters… You cannot serve 
God and wealth.”  
 
Jesus’s demands are outrageous and because of that 
fact, any reasonable person would ask, just how far do 
we go with this thing? 
 
How are we going to survive - how are we going to 
provide for our families, how are we going to function in 
a fallen and depraved world that is openly hostile to 
us? What do these demands really mean for me 
practically speaking? 
 
Let us, once again, hear Jesus’s answer, Now from the 
NLT… 
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25NLT“That is why I tell you not to worry about 
everyday life—whether you have enough food and 
drink, or enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than 
food, and your body more than clothing? 26Look at the 
birds. They don’t plant or harvest or store food in 
barns, for your heavenly Father feeds them. And aren’t 
you far more valuable to him than they are? 27Can all 
your worries add a single moment to your life? 28“And 
why worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the 
field and how they grow. They don’t work or make their 
clothing, 29yet Solomon in all his glory was not 
dressed as beautifully as they are. 30And if God cares 
so wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and 
thrown into the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for 
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you. Why do you have so little faith? 31“So don’t worry 
about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will 
we drink? What will we wear?’ 32These things 
dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your 
heavenly Father already knows all your needs. 33Seek 
the Kingdom of God above all else, and live 
righteously, and he will give you everything you need. 
34“So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is enough for 
today.  
 
We worry, when we get to focus all of our attention and 
efforts on providing for ourselves and advancing our 
own agenda. How much more should we worry, when 
we have to live like Jesus is demanding?  
 
That’s what this section is all about. Jesus answers 
that natural human question. That question that is 
ultimately driven by our natural self-preservation and 
the natural fear that it generates. We call that worry. 
 
As I said, after hearing what Jesus gives us as an 
answer - it seems like we’re worse off than we were 
before. Instead of telling us He was only kidding, or 
that there’s a big loophole, or that we’ll get 
superpowers to protect ourselves, or magic to provide, 
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or something… Anything! He simply tells us Do not 
worry. 
 
That’s not that helpful. He tells us not to worry because 
birds and flowers don’t worry. He tells us not to worry 
because worry can’t make you live longer. He tells us 
not to worry because tomorrow will bring a whole new 
set of problems. That’s not that helpful. 
 
Because we are concerned about our present physical 
life, we, whether we realize it or not, seek to minimize 
the impact of what Jesus is teaching. 
 
There must be a way to limit what Jesus means, and 
the easiest way is by narrowing His intention, do not 
worry, by making it extreme.  
 
What do I mean? You see, if I can define the word, 
“Worried,” as someone who is so overcome by their 
unnecessary, single-minded obsession, that they’re 
functionally insane. Well, then, Jesus is telling me, 
Scott, do not be so completely consumed with the 
things of this life that you need a padded cell. To that, I 
am able to say, “Oh, okay Lord,” that, I can work on. I 
can deal with that.” 
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Will that interpretation fly? 
 
“Worried,” is μεριμνάω (mĕ-ȑēm-nä-ō). It is a verb 
meaning to be concerned, or anxious, and so, worried 
is a good translation in this context.  
 
Most translations go with that, or with, “Do not be 
anxious,” The KJV has, “Take no thought,” which is 
stricter, as in, you can’t even think about your needs. 
The MSG has “Don’t fuss about,” which is looser, as in 
you can be devoted to your desires, just don’t be too 
aggressive, or antisocial about it. 
 
The word does not mean as the KJV may lead you to 
believe, don’t ever even think about it, don’t make any 
plans, don’t do anything to provide. In other words, this 
is not a purely idealistic repudiation of pragmatism. 
Don’t worry, we’ll come back to that thought.  
 
Jesus isn’t commanding us - and yes, “Do not be 
worried or anxious,” is a command directly from the lips 
of the Word of God made flesh - He isn’t commanding 
us to completely ignore the needs, wants and desires 
of this present physical life. 
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Birds may not plant and harvest, but they don’t sit 
around in a prayer meeting assuming someone else 
will deposit food in their beaks for them either. It may 
have worked when they were babies, but birds that can 
fly - must fly, to live. 
 
So, my friends, this is not a repudiation of work - it is a 
repudiation of being concerned about the ebb and flow 
of your physical life - it is Jesus telling us that we have 
much bigger fish to fry. 
 
Now, before you get too comfortable, this also does not 
mean that you can devote yourself to the pursuits of 
this life, so long as you aren’t consumed by them - so 
long as you don’t get too carried away with them. 
 
It is the middle ground between the KJV and the MSG. 
 
The word μεριμνάω is found 19 times in the New 
Testament. Six of those times is in the few verses we’re 
studying today. Four more are found in I Corinthians 
7:32-34… 
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32bNASBOne who is unmarried is concerned about 
the things of the Lord, how he may please the Lord; 
33but one who is married is concerned about the 
things of the world, how he may please his wife, 34and 
his interests are divided. The woman who is unmarried, 
and the virgin, is concerned about the things of the 
Lord, that she may be holy both in body and spirit; but 
one who is married is concerned about the things of 
the world, how she may please her husband. 
 
More than half of all the occurrences of μεριμνάω are 
contained in these two short passages. I present the 
Corinthian verses to give us a better insight into the 
word. 
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Worry, translated as “Concerned,” is a very middle of 
the road concept. It doesn’t mean to be so anxious or 
worried that nothing else matters, but it also doesn’t 
mean to be so casually interested that it doesn’t 
interfere with other matters. 
 
It means being preoccupied with something enough to 
be a detriment to something else. It is a concern 
important enough, that it divides one’s attention, or 
interests. 
 

If you were to worry at all, even a little bit, about the 
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things of this life, it comes at the expense of being less 
concerned with the things of God. 
 
Can you see, that this is another all or nothing thing? 
Yet, how can it be all or nothing, when I already said, it 
doesn’t mean that you can’t think, or plan, or work for 
the things in this life? 
 

Let me take another tack, we’ll approach it from 
another angle. The concept is precisely as it is 
summed up in verse 33, 33NASB“But seek first His 
kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things 
will be added to you.”  
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It’s like that, but, it’s only like that if we make a little 
correction. Do not slip into the belief that it is about 
priorities. 
 
You see right away, because we are so accustomed to 
prosperity, so used to instant gratification and instant 
relief from pain or discomfort, so habituated to a 
cultural identity of self-importance, it’s easy to get the 
idea that I can work as hard as I want for the good life, 
just as long as I work even harder for God. 
 
We take it a step beyond that because we all know 
we’re not really going to work harder for God in either 
time or effort, so I quickly make it about the abstract 
and unquantifiable quality of greater devotion or love.  
 
I’ll convince myself that even if I actually spend more of 
myself for myself, I care more about Him. 
 
It borrows from the lame rationalization for part-time 
parenting. You know the lie people spew, “It’s about 
quality time, not quantity time.” So instead of working 
harder for the Kingdom than for myself, I twist it to 
loving God more than I love the world - not 
quantitatively, but qualitatively. 
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In other words, it becomes about priorities. I place a 
theoretical, impossible to quantify, greater value on 
God, than I place on stuff.  
 
What’s most important to me? “God! Of course, no 
contest, God is what’s most important to me.” That 
esoteric, nebulous, self-delusion of putting God first, 
enables me to feel good about spending 98% of my 
time, energy, and resources on myself, the things that 
make me comfortable and advancing my agenda. 
 
Isn’t that what we do? Last time I checked, there were 
24 hours in a day. How many of those hours do you 
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spend pursuing God’s Kingdom and His 
righteousness? 
 
A week contains 168 hours and there’ve been people 
who have complained that the Sunday praise and 
worship singing is too long. We corporately glorify God 
through singing for approximately 25 minutes per week 
and some folks think it’s a bit too much. 
 
What I’m trying to show, is that we cannot legitimately 
say that we love God more than all else, and that we 
first, seek His Kingdom and His righteousness, when 
everything in our daily life militates against that claim. 
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How much of your God-given 168 hours per week are 
you giving back to Him? 51% a week, would be 86 
hours - roughly speaking. 
 
Jesus has been talking about an all or nothing 
proposition. You are all in, or you are all out, as far as 
He’s concerned. 
 
What putting Him first looks like, is not giving Him 10% 
and it’s not even giving Him 51%. Putting Him first, is 
giving Him 100% - it’s doing everything for Him. So, 
you see, it’s more of a reorienting your attitude, than a 
reprioritizing of your schedule.  
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God grants us life and at the same time grants us the 
ability to live that life for ourselves in opposition to Him, 
or to live it through Christ, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit to His glory. According to Jesus, no one can do 
both. Choose today whom you will serve. 
 

When you put God first in everything you do it has the 
effect of changing your priorities, but most of all it 
changes what matters, it changes your entire 
orientation… Everything is dedicated to His glory, for 
His purposes, advancing His Kingdom and His 
Righteousness on earth. 
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There is a growing appreciation for the fact that this 
place is not our home and that this life is less than a 
puff of wind, here for a moment and then gone. It 
causes a person to appreciate that it is a gift to be 
spent on others, because the truth is, “He who dies 
with the most toys…” is just dead. 
 
We must reorient our entire focus to be God-centered 
and pursue real righteousness, because real 
righteousness, is being right, with Him. That’s the goal 
- be 100% focused on Him for no other reason than 
that. 
 
Be well assured that when you care most about being 
conformed to the image of Christ Jesus everything else 
will fall into place. 
 
If then, we are oriented to giving everything to God, His 
Kingdom and to godliness, how are we to function? 
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Jesus, in His High Priestly Prayer, recorded in John 
17:15-18 prayed to our Heavenly Father, 15NLTI’m not 
asking you to take them out of the world, but to keep 
them safe from the evil one. 16They do not belong to 
this world any more than I do. 17Make them holy by 
your truth; teach them your word, which is truth. 18Just 
as you sent me into the world, I am sending them into 
the world.  
  
We are 100% dedicated to Him, but we are also His 
emissaries, ambassadors, representatives, 
missionaries, in this physical world and that means we 
must do physical things as well as spiritual things. 
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It may not be our home and we may be looking forward 
to a new body that never wears out, but in the 
meantime, we need to deal with the physical, because 
we are here to advance the Kingdom and to show non-
believers how to live. 
 

What it then comes down to is not prioritizing God over 
stuff - it comes down to balancing idealism with 
pragmatism. 
 
We need to carefully work out where that harmony of 
spiritual and physical, idealistic and practical meet. 
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On the one hand, this sermon today required prayer 
and meditation along with a Holy Spirit anointing of my 
mind and my mouth, of your ears and your 
understanding. On the other hand, it also required 
study and preparation along with a physical delivery 
with various rhetorical aids and a limiting of receptor 
distractions. 
 
Without the first part it’s just a human speech. Without 
the second part it’s just a jumble of off the cuff remarks.  
 
Anytime people get deeply involved in church 
leadership they are initially disillusioned. There are two 
directions such dismay will take.  
 
Some are disappointed that church decisions are too 
practical for their liking. There’s way too much 
discussion and planning and an overly cautious lack of 
boldly stepping out in faith. 
 
The rest are disappointed that church decisions are too 
idealistic for their liking. There’s way too much praying 
and winging it and a presumptuous trust that God will 
act in a certain way.  
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What we strive for is the proper balance between being 
good stewards and being trusting disciples. Between 
using our brains and using our faith. 
 
The difference between Paul and James, is both men 
are looking at the exact same equation, but from either 
side. 
 
James: Show me good works and I’ll show you the 
faith that undergirds it. Paul: Show me God-honoring 
faith and I’ll show you the basis for good works. 
 
That’s the struggle. God in everything, but realizing that 
there are practical matters that must be attended to. 
Jesus’ point is that if we truly put God first, we will do 
our best, working everything unto Him for His glory, 
whether it’s as important as adopting a child, or as 
mundane as putting on a coat before you go outside. 
then leaving the results to Him.  
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Trusting God with the outcome whatever it may be. 
I’ll work in every area of my life as He gives me the 
strength and I will trust that it will all unfold as He 
deems best. 
 
Worry is the proof that a person does not trust God. 
That lack of trust in God, is seen by others, as the 
proof that your faith isn’t real and by extension, 
perhaps God isn’t real either. 
 
Can you see why worry is such a grievous sin? 
 
What are we as a church doing? A better way to ask 
that question is what are you as an integral part of the 
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church doing to support God’s interests, to advance 
His Kingdom, to strive for His righteousness? 
 
Tangibly, actually, measurably… What are you willing to 
do for Him? A better way to ask that question is what 
are you unwilling to give up for Him, should He ask? 
 
Look at all those things in your life… job, kids, 
marriage, savings, home, toys, travel, and realize that 
by trusting God with them, you aren’t giving up 
control… Realize you never had control. 
 
Any reasonable pastor would tell you that not everyone 
is called to be a missionary. Not everyone is called to 
leave home, family and friends and go to a land hostile 
to Christianity in hopes of expanding the Kingdom by 
sharing Jesus with them. 
 
Of course, you know by now, that I’m not a reasonable 
pastor. Every Christian, every single one of us has 
been called by our Lord Jesus Christ to do precisely 
that. 
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You are supposed to leave your home, your family and 
your friends every day of your life and go out into a 
land hostile to Christianity in hopes of expanding the 
Kingdom by sharing Jesus with them. It could be Izmir, 
Turkey, it could be Kalispell, Montana. 
 
That’s exactly what we are all supposed to be doing if 
we value God more. 
 
Is it a sacrifice? Well, if it isn’t, you aren’t doing it right. 
It is always a sacrifice, or it doesn’t mean anything. 
 
You sacrifice to watch the kids in the nursery, you 
sacrifice to get to church early and set up or practice or 
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fellowship. You sacrifice things you could buy for 
yourself in order to support this church. On and on it 
goes. 
 
We are being asked to genuinely put God’s interests 
ahead of our own. 
 

Justin and Rebekah, Paige, Gavin, William, Elora and 
Claire are doing just that in dramatic fashion. If this 
family can sacrifice the security of a well-paying career 
and the comfort of a nice home in the last best place to 
go to a country where they don’t speak the native 
language, they don’t fully grasp the local culture and 
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they don’t serve the national god… Can we do less 
here? 


